L21 – We do not have permission to live in sin – pt. 1
Rom. 6:14-23
(basic doctrine Repentance/Sin)
[bookmark: _Hlk202820423]Intro: 14 For sin will have no dominion over you, since you are not under law but under grace. 15 What then? Are we to sin because we are not under law but under grace? By no means! 16 Do you not know that if you present yourselves to anyone as obedient slaves, you are slaves of the one whom you obey, either of sin, which leads to death, or of obedience, which leads to righteousness? 17 But thanks be to God, that you who were once slaves of sin have become obedient from the heart to the standard of teaching to which you were committed, 18 and, having been set free from sin, have become slaves of righteousness. 
I. Sin will not dominate over a Christan – 14 For sin will have no dominion over you, since you are not under law but under grace. 15 What then? Are we to sin because we are not under law but under grace? By no means!
a. Sin will not dominate over you because of God’s grace – “since you are not under law but under grace”
• The word dominion (kyrieuō) which means to have dominion over, to be lord of exercise lordship over. In other words, sin is your lord and god, and you are a servant to sin as it controls you and your life. While the Christian still will deal with the cause of sin, we understand that sin is no longer lord over our lives and that our new Lord is our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.
° 2 but your iniquities have made a separation between you and your God, and your sins have hidden his face from you so that he does not hear. Isaiah 59:2
b. God’s grace does not provide an excuse to sin 
• If believers were still living under the law, sin would inevitably rule over them. The law alone exposes and makes us deeply aware of sin, but it does not have the power to guide or inspire a person to do what is right. Rather, it is through God’s grace that believers are truly set free, for only grace possesses the power to break sin’s hold. Living in that grace is the key to overcoming sin’s influence in our lives. Instead of being ruled by sin under the law, we live under grace, where God becomes our true master.
° 38 Now he is not God of the dead, but of the living, for all live to him.” Luke 20:38
II. You can serve only two masters: sin or God – 16 Do you not know that if you present yourselves to anyone as obedient slaves, you are slaves of the one whom you obey, either of sin, which leads to death, or of obedience, which leads to righteousness?
a. If you serve sin you will die 
• You are going to die because of the curse of sin, but we are talking about how that serving sin carries an eternal death sentence, on the flip side serving Christ will lead to eternal life. Sin brings death, Christ bring life.
° 15 Then desire (lust[footnoteRef:1]) when it has conceived gives birth to sin, and sin when it is fully grown brings forth death. James 1:15  [1:  The KJV version translates the as being “lust”.] 

° 25 Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in me, though he die, yet shall he live, 26 and everyone who lives and believes in me shall never die. Do you believe this?” John 11:25, 26
b. If you serve God you will live 
• Serving God means just as it sounds: being a servant of God. This means that Christan’s are going to serve the Lord after salvation. This part of “leads to righteousness” is a picture of Christian life after salvation. We are going to live in His righteousness, but after death we are going to live in His righteousness.
° 14 Blessed are those who wash their robes, so that they may have the right to the tree of life and that they may enter the city by the gates. Revelation 22:14
III. You choose to serve righteousness – 17 But thanks be to God, that you who were once slaves of sin have become obedient from the heart to the standard of teaching to which you were committed, 18 and, having been set free from sin, have become slaves of righteousness.
a. You choose to be a slave to sin
• Believe it or not you are born in sin, but you choose to serve sin. The sin nature of man is the curse that we love and serve. Although we are saved from it, this is still something we continue to struggle with. Once Christ saved us, He saves us from sin, but we are responsible to keep ourselves from sinning.
° 20 But that is not the way you learned Christ!— 21 assuming that you have heard about him and were taught in him, as the truth is in Jesus, 22 to put off your old self, which belongs to your former manner of life and is corrupt through deceitful desires, 23 and to be renewed in the spirit of your minds, 24 and to put on the new self, created after the likeness of God in true righteousness and holiness. Ephesians 4:20-24
b. You choose to be a slave to Christ
• That word “slave” carries a bad taste in the mouths of Americans, and it should. But we are not talking about a person owning another person for the sake of the color of their skin. When we talk about slavery in the bible, we are talking ownership as being a working for the cause of Christ. He created us, he owns us, and he bought back with His own life, so yes, I’m pride to be a slave servant to my Master and Lord. 
° 13 You call me Teacher[footnoteRef:2] and Lord, and you are right, for so I am. John 13:13 [2:  The KJV translates the as being “Master”.] 

° 4 For certain people have crept in unnoticed who long ago were designated for this condemnation, ungodly people, who pervert the grace of our God into sensuality and deny our only Master and Lord, Jesus Christ. Jude 1:4
c. You have been set free from sin
• You have been set free from sin, not set free to sin. You still have the sin nature and curse that goes a long with that sin, so you are responsible for those sins for your salvation after salvation. You are still going to sin, but that’s not Jesus’ fault because you have a way out. Salvation is your responsibility to maintain.
° 12 Therefore, my beloved, as you have always obeyed, so now, not only as in my presence but much more in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling, 13 for it is God who works in you, both to will and to work for his good pleasure. Philippians 2:12, 13

