L20 – We should not continue in sin (We should live in Christ)
(Glorification, Sin, Sanctification)
Rom. 6:11-13
[bookmark: _Hlk202300714][bookmark: _Hlk202362896]Intro: 11 So you also must consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus. 12 Let not sin therefore reign in your mortal body, to make you obey its passions. 13 Do not present your members to sin as instruments for unrighteousness, but present yourselves to God as those who have been brought from death to life, and your members to God as instruments for righteousness. 
• The believer does not continue in sin. We will continue to sin from time to time, but the difference is the words “continue in sin”. We are always going to be dealing with the sin nature, but we are in Christ and not in sin. We are not to continue in sin, but we are called to continue to life the live in Christ.
°1 What shall we say then? Are we to continue in sin that grace may abound? Romans 6:1
° 14 I do not write these things to make you ashamed, but to admonish you as my beloved children. 15 For though you have countless guides in Christ, you do not have many fathers. For I became your father in Christ Jesus through the gospel. 16 I urge you, then, be imitators of me. 17 That is why I sent you Timothy, my beloved and faithful child in the Lord, to remind you of my ways in Christ, as I teach them everywhere in every church. 1 Corinthians 4:14-17
I. How are we to live in Christ – 11 So you also must consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus.
a. We must view ourselves as being dead to sin – “you also must consider yourselves dead to sin”
• God saw me as a dead man while I was in sin. I was a walking dead man. While my body lived my spiritual life was dead. But now I’m alive in Christ, I’m dead to sin. In other words when God sees me, He sees me as being dead when it concerns sins. Yes, I still deal with sin, but it is all about how God sees me when it comes to His Son Jesus Christ.
° 7 For none of us lives to himself, and none of us dies to himself. 8 For if we live, we live to the Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord. So then, whether we live or whether we die, we are the Lord’s. 9 For to this end Christ died and lived again, that he might be Lord both of the dead and of the living. Romans 14:7-9
b. We must view ourselves as being alive in Christ
• We are dead to sin, but we are alive in Christ. We should never underestimate the power of sin, but in the same breath we should never underestimate our power over sin. We are greater than our sin, our lives are more promising than our sin, and we are more worthy than our sin.
° 4 But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which he loved us, 5 even when we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ— by grace you have been saved— Ephesians 2:4, 5
c. The most important thing here is our life is in Christ
• The same concept in this verse is the same idea that is in Jn. 4:14, “14 but whoever drinks of the water that I will give him will never be thirsty again. The water that I will give him will become in him a spring of water welling up to eternal life.” This made up of the water of the divine Spirit, and the manna from our Savior is the type that is given to us by our Lord Jesus Christ.

° 39 And this is the will of him who sent me, that I should lose nothing of all that he has given me, but raise it up on the last day. 40 For this is the will of my Father, that everyone who looks on the Son and believes in him should have eternal life, and I will raise him up on the last day.” John 6:39, 40
II. We must control our sinning – 12 Let not sin therefore reign in your mortal body, to make you obey its passions.
a. We must not let sin reign over our life 
• The word reign (basileuō) means “to rule.” Just as a king rules over his kingdom, we must not allow sin to rule over our lives. Sin should not govern us or influence how we live. When we say that Jesus is our “King of kings and Lord of lords,” we are declaring that sin will not reign over us; instead, the King of kings and Lord of lords will reign over us.
° 15 which he will display at the proper time—he who is the blessed and only Sovereign, the King of kings and Lord of lords, 16 who alone has immortality, who dwells in unapproachable light, whom no one has ever seen or can see. To him be honor and eternal dominion. Amen. 1 Timothy 6:15, 16
b. We are not to obey the lust of our body 
• Immediately we go to the sexual sins here (and we should not neglect that) but what about other lustful sins that are just as deadly: gluttony, fitness that leads to body worship, and mutilation of the body. These sinful desires are just as lustful, sexual, and can be just as deadly.
° 16 Do you not know that you are God’s temple and that God’s Spirit dwells in you? 17 If anyone destroys God’s temple, God will destroy him. For God’s temple is holy, and you are that temple. 1 Corinthians 3:16, 17
III. We can have victory over sin – 13 Do not present your members to sin as instruments for unrighteousness, but present yourselves to God as those who have been brought from death to life, and your members to God as instruments for righteousness. 
a. We need to submit ourselves to God
• Just as an instrument submits to being used or played by its musician, we are to submit to the Lord in much the same way. While the word submit carries the thought of slavery, but it is not like this, submit means to be humble and respectable to God.
° 2 For I bear them witness that they have a zeal for God, but not according to knowledge. 3 For, being ignorant of the righteousness of God, and seeking to establish their own, they did not submit to God’s righteousness. 4 For Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to everyone who believes. Romans 10:2-4
b. We are to use our bodies as tools for God service
• We should never use our tools for anything other than service to God. When an instrument is being used by its musician it creates music that is wonderful to hear. When we are being used by God, we create a sound of unity that makes a joyful noise to the Lord. Our life being in the hands of God for His use is a beautiful picture of being a successful Christian.
° 1 But all this I laid to heart, examining it all, how the righteous and the wise and their deeds are in the hand of God. Whether it is love or hate, man does not know; both are before him. Ecclesiastes 9:1

