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Prov. 3:7-11
[bookmark: _Hlk196833596]Intro: 7 Be not wise in your own eyes; fear the Lord, and turn away from evil. 8 It will be healing to your flesh and refreshment to your bones. 9 Honor the Lord with your wealth and with the firstfruits of all your produce; 10 then your barns will be filled with plenty, and your vats will be bursting with wine. 11 My son, do not despise the Lord’s discipline or be weary of his reproof, 12 for the Lord reproves him whom he loves, as a father the son in whom he delights. 
I. Fearing the Lord starts with rejecting evil – 7 Be not wise in your own eyes; fear the Lord, and turn away from evil. 8 It will be healing to your flesh and refreshment to your bones.
a. Rejecting evil starts with not being prideful – “Be not wise in your own eyes”
• There is not a greater enemy to the fear of the Lord in the heart, than self-conceit of our own wisdom. Our trust in God continues with renunciation: (1) of our “own understanding” (v. 5), not tempered and not molded by God’s will and guidance; (2) of our own wisdom in which it is so easy and so foolish to take pride (v. 7) and, so doing, cancel its effectiveness and expose it not as wisdom but stupidity; (3) of “evil” in its many-headed manifestations, but especially, in this context, in its most dangerous form—arrogant self-reliance from which all fear of God is drained (v. 7).[footnoteRef:1]  [1:  David A. Hubbard and Lloyd J. Ogilvie, Proverbs, vol. 15, The Preacher’s Commentary Series (Nashville, TN: Thomas Nelson Inc, 1989), 72.] 

° 10 The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom, and the knowledge of the Holy One is insight. Proverbs 9:10
b. The reward for this is wellbeing – “It will be healing . . ., refreshment to your bones”
• It could be translated this way: “It shall be healing to thy sinew and moistening to thy bones.” I think that it will actually improve your health to trust in the Lord. It is wonderful to rest in Him rather than in yourself.[footnoteRef:2] [2:  J. Vernon McGee, Thru the Bible Commentary: Poetry (Proverbs), electronic ed., vol. 20 (Nashville: Thomas Nelson, 1991), 38–39.] 

° 2 Beloved, I pray that all may go well with you and that you may be in good health, as it goes well with your soul. 3 For I rejoiced greatly when the brothers came and testified to your truth, as indeed you are walking in the truth. 4 I have no greater joy than to hear that my children are walking in the truth. 3 John 1:2-4
II. Honor the Lord with your finances – 9Honor the Lord with your wealth and with the firstfruits of all your produce; 10 then your barns will be filled with plenty, and your vats will be bursting with wine.
[bookmark: _Hlk196860270]a. We should give Him the first of your fruits 
• “Substance” points to capital, “increase” to revenue. The Septuagint as if to guard against ill-gotten gains being offered as an atonement for the ill-getting, inserts the quaifying words, “honor the Lord from thy righteous labors.” Barnes' Notes on the Old Testament.
° 18 Of his own will he brought us forth by the word of truth, that we should be a kind of firstfruits of his creatures. James 1:18
b. He will increase your wealth
• Israel was to bring a tithe at the beginning of the harvest first firstfruits. This took place at the beginning of the harvest. This was to recognize that our GOD is Lord over all things. This was evidence of total commitment. You can’t tell me that you are totally committed to God if you are holding on to your pocketbook. If the Lord gave you His all and all He is requiring from you is so little: why is this such a fuss.
° 10 Bring the full tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house. And thereby put me to the test, says the Lord of hosts, if I will not open the windows of heaven for you and pour down for you a blessing until there is no more need. Malachi 3:10
III. Don’t reject the Lord’s discipline – 11 My son, do not despise the Lord’s discipline or be weary of his reproof, 12 for the Lord reproves him whom he loves, as a father the son in whom he delights. 
a. He will correct those who He loves
• I believe God does not chastise His children because He is angry at them. He does not punish them to release some pent-up defeat or even to flaunt His wrath. The bible says He corrects us because He loves us.
° 5 And have you forgotten the exhortation that addresses you as sons? “My son, do not regard lightly the discipline of the Lord, nor be weary when reproved by him. 6 For the Lord disciplines the one he loves, and chastises every son whom he receives.” 7 It is for discipline that you have to endure. God is treating you as sons. For what son is there whom his father does not discipline? Hebrews 12:5-7
b. He corrects us as a Father corrects His children
• No Father likes to correct his children, but that is what is needed when we get out of line. If you are discipling your children or child based on getting even, or discipling them out of anger, then this is borderline (in not crossing the line) child abuse. A special note to talk about is that the first person of the Triune God is seen here as being a discipling parent. The Father provides and disciplines, the Son is seen as being our Savior and Lord, the Holy Spirit is seen as being the teacher and director in our lives.
° 5 Know then in your heart that, as a man disciplines his son, the Lord your God disciplines you. Deuteronomy 8:5

