L9 – Never forget what you were taught
Prov. 3:1-6
[bookmark: _Hlk196513126][bookmark: _Hlk196513422]Intro: 1 My son, do not forget my teaching, but let your heart keep my commandments, 2 for length of days and years of life and peace they will add to you. 3 Let not steadfast love and faithfulness forsake you; bind them around your neck; write them on the tablet of your heart. 4 So you will find favor and good success in the sight of God and man. 5 Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and do not lean on your own understanding. 6 In all your ways acknowledge him, and he will make straight your paths. 
I. Remember what you were taught – 1 My son, do not forget my teaching, but let your heart keep my commandments, 2 for length of days and years of life and peace they will add to you.
a. We should never forget what God has taught us
• This verse has a dual meaning. God has taught us how to live. God the Father teaches us how to be defender of the Word. God the Son came to us as being the Word and taught us how we should live by the word, and the Holy Spirit has inspired the written word to be place in a book, so He could teach us the words of God. There has never been a truer and more faithful God than the Triune God.
° 12 Now therefore go, and I will be with your mouth and teach you what you shall speak.” Exodus 4:12
b. We should never forget what our parents taught us
• Sometimes parents may not always teach fully biblical values, and that is where Scripture becomes essential. Even so, parents often teach us how to avoid many of life’s pitfalls and how to handle difficult setbacks. They do this because they have experienced hardships themselves and do not want their children to go through the same struggles.
° 6 Train up a child in the way he should go; even when he is old he will not depart from it. Proverbs 22:6
II. Don’t let go of love and faithfulness – 3 Let not steadfast love and faithfulness forsake you; bind them around your neck; write them on the tablet of your heart. 4 So you will find favor and good success in the sight of God and man.
a. Cling to them tightly
• We are to hold on tightly to love and faithfulness. From our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ to your family and friends hold on to your love for them tightly don’t let go. When your kids want to play, play with them. Your mom wants you to come and see her, go and see her. This world is too short for you to be shortsighted.
° 10 Steadfast love and faithfulness meet; righteousness and peace kiss each other. Psalms 85:10
b. Write them on your hearts
• We are to hold on tightly to love and faithfulness. From our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ to your family and friends hold on to your love for them tightly don’t let go. When your kids want to play, play with them. Your mom wants you to come and see her, go and see her. This world is too short for you to be shortsighted.

° 37 No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. 38 For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present nor things to come, nor powers, 39 nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. Romans 8:37-39

c. You will find favor with God and man
• Founding favor with God is one of the most important things we can do as a Christian. Sameul found favor, Noah found favor, Mary, the mother of Jesus, found favor, and Jesus himself found favor. What we mean by finding favor is that we have lived our lives in such a way that people can find it acceptable. In other words, we have a good repartition with others, and God is pleased with our obedience. 
° 52 And Jesus increased in wisdom and in stature and in favor with God and man. Luke 2:52
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a. We trust God by acknowledging Him
• Trust begins with acknowledging who God is. We cannot place our trust in someone we refuse to recognize. In the same way, faith grows when we first acknowledge that God is real, present, and worthy of our confidence. Just as trust in a loved one is built through a real relationship, our trust in God deepens as we know Him, love Him, and walk with Him.
° 7 Some trust in chariots and some in horses, but we trust in the name of the Lord our God. Psalms 20:7
b. He will direct us when we trust Him
• Direction does not mean that you are lost, but it means that the Lord will direct you on how you live your life while you are on this earth. Everyone has a purpose in this life, but we as Christian lean on our Lord to help us by directing us through our lives.
° 21 And your ears shall hear a word behind you, saying, “This is the way, walk in it,” when you turn to the right or when you turn to the left. 22 Then you will defile your carved idols overlaid with silver and your gold-plated metal images. You will scatter them as unclean things. You will say to them, “Be gone!” Isaiah 30:21, 22
c. We need to put away selfish pride – “and do not lean on your own understanding”
• So, you think you know more than God? You think that God is some old timer that has old timer ways and will not let anyone have fun. You are sadly mistaken. See your understanding of God is based on your bias towards Him. So, you see Him through the prism of your personal understanding of who He is and that understanding is based on your failures, likes, and dislikes.
° 2 When pride comes, then comes disgrace, but with the humble is wisdom. Proverbs 11:2
d. We trust Him in every aera of our lives – “In all your ways acknowledge him”
• When our first son was born, I told God that He can have everything in my life, but I would like to have Nathan. I want to be his father, provider, and teacher. This part of my life Lord I want. And the Lord made it clear in my sprit if I can’t have all your life then I will have nothing to do with the rest of your life.
° 3 Commit your work to the Lord, and your plans will be established. Proverbs 16:3
e. By making right decision God will make our paths straight 
• This is very important. Life is full of curves, winding roads, and deep holes, but if you remember the Lord, trust in Him, and keep His Word, He will bring clarity to the confusion in your life. This does not mean every road will be easy or straight, but it does mean the Holy Spirit will guide you to the right path and help you walk through your trials with greater wisdom, strength, and peace.
° 13 Put in the sickle, for the harvest is ripe. Go in, tread, for the winepress is full. The vats overflow, for their evil is great. 14 Multitudes, multitudes, in the valley of decision! For the day of the Lord is near in the valley of decision. Joel 3:13, 14


