

L8 – Making right decision under difficult situations
Rom. 12:14-21
[bookmark: _Hlk196428334][bookmark: _Hlk195732083]Intro: 14 Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them. 15 Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep with those who weep. 16 Live in harmony with one another. Do not be haughty, but associate with the lowly. Never be wise in your own sight. 17 Repay no one evil for evil, but give thought to do what is honorable in the sight of all. 18 If possible, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably with all. 19 Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave it to the wrath of God, for it is written, “Vengeance is mine, I will repay, says the Lord.” 20 To the contrary, “if your enemy is hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, give him something to drink; for by so doing you will heap burning coals on his head.” 21 Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good. 
I. We need to give a to blessing our enemies – “Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them”
We need to:
a. Speak well about those who have hurt you
• This will cause an immediate effect. First, it will show your enemy that what they did will not affect you. Second, your niceness will break the cold hold they have on you. You will heap coals of fire on their conviction.

° 20 To the contrary, “if your enemy is hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, give him something to drink; for by so doing you will heap burning coals on his head.” Romans 12:20

b. Pray for those who have hurt you
• Jesus taught this from the very first part of his ministry up to the day He died, and He still is requiring you and I to do this, pray for our enemies. 
° 43 “You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall love your neighbor and hate your enemy.’ 44 But I say to you, Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, Matthew 5:43, 44
c. To do good to your enemies 
• Doing good to your enemies is for your benefit not his/hers. We are not to seek revenge but to offer forgiveness with good work towards your enemies.
° 27 “But I say to you who hear, Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, 28 bless those who curse you, pray for those who abuse you. 29 To one who strikes you on the cheek, offer the other also, and from one who takes away your cloak do not withhold your tunic either. 30 Give to everyone who begs from you, and from one who takes away your goods do not demand them back. 31 And as you wish that others would do to you, do so to them. Luke 6:27-31
II. Be genuine to people – “15 Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep with those who weep”
a. We need to rejoice with others in victory
• This does not mean that we are to be like the world and rejoice in sinful activities: affairs, homosexuality, and many other deviant sins. But we are to rejoice with other in victory means we are to rejoice with others when good things that will happen to them.
b. We need to grieve with others in their pain
• We should have deep compassion for those who are hurting. Those who have lost a child or a loved one. This would also include losing a job or some type of illness. We are called to be compassionate and not to be selfish and inhuman.
° 26 If one member suffers, all suffer together; if one member is honored, all rejoice together. 1 Corinthians 12:26
III. We need to seek harmony with a humble spirit – 16 Live in harmony with one another. Do not be haughty, but associate with the lowly. Never be wise in your own sight.
a. We need to learn to live with unity
• Living in harmony with each other does not mean we should be of the same mind. My wife and I have been living in harmony with each other for 40 years, but we have never been of the same mind in those forty years. She would have raised the kids differently than me, but we had to work in harmony together to raise our kids. She picks her super bowl team based on how well she likes their uniforms. How can you be of the same mind with that? You can’t. Love you dear.
° 10 I appeal to you, brothers, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you agree, and that there be no divisions among you, but that you be united in the same mind and the same judgment. 1 Corinthians 1:10
b. We are to not be arrogant 
• This is what caused satan to fall from his standings, he was arrogant, prideful, and selfish. This sin can distort your thoughts, your actions, and your decisions in life. It would cause you to lose friends. It will cause you to lose your marriage and family. It truly deserves to be one of the seven deadly sins.
° 13 The fear of the Lord is hatred of evil. Pride and arrogance and the way of evil and perverted speech I hate. Proverbs 8:13
c. We should not be a narcissistic[footnoteRef:1] – “but associate with the lowly. Never be wise in your own sight” [1:  Conceited, self-important, self-absorbed, selfish, and self-admiring] 

• A narcissist will never associate with the common people. They feel that they are too good for that kind of association, they just can’t be seen with the common folk. This causes a mental lapse in judgment. They think that because they are better than you, they are better than you and they know what is best for you. If you only knew how smart they are you wouldn’t question their greatness. 
° 7 The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge; fools despise wisdom and instruction. Proverbs 1:7
° 5 Whoever mocks the poor insults his Maker; he who is glad at calamity will not go unpunished. Proverbs 17:5
IV. Be a good example of in your life – 17 Repay no one evil for evil, but give thought to do what is honorable in the sight of all.
a. We should not repay evil for evil 
• The word repay (apodidōmi) means to repay or to give away, give up, or give back. If someone has done you evil in some way, then you don’t return, repay, or give it back in the same manner. Jesus made this clear in Matthew 5.
° 38 “You have heard that it was said, ‘An eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth.’ 39 But I say to you, Do not resist the one who is evil. But if anyone slaps you on the right cheek, turn to him the other also. 40 And if anyone would sue you and take your tunic, let him have your cloak as well. 41 And if anyone forces you to go one mile, go with him two miles. 42 Give to the one who begs from you, and do not refuse the one who would borrow from you. Matthew 5:38-42
b. We need to show good social skills 
• Proper social etiquette has been lost because of the i-phone. We no longer open doors for the ladies, we never say yes sir, yes ma’am. We rarely call Mom to check on her. We don’t know how to strike up a conversation with our neighbor. If it is not on your phone, we don’t care. The new drug and anti-social addictions are called the smart phone.
° 17 Let your foot be seldom in your neighbor’s house, lest he have his fill of you and hate you. Proverbs 25:17
V. Give peace a chance with everyone – 18 If possible, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably with all.
a. Frist Paul says “if possible”
b. We should evaluate the possibilities of living with peace
• Wow! Paul is recognizing that there will be times when it will not be possible to make peace with someone. The key is that we do everything in our power to make peace on our end, and then we let it go.
° 4 Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. 5 Let your reasonableness be known to everyone. The Lord is at hand; 6 do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. 7 And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. Philippians 4:4-7
VI. There is no place for revenge – 19 Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave it to the wrath of God, for it is written, “Vengeance is mine, I will repay, says the Lord.” 20 To the contrary, “if your enemy is hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, give him something to drink; for by so doing you will heap burning coals on his head.” 21 Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.
a. You should never avenge yourself
• When you seek revenge the only person you will hurt is yourself and those whom you love the most. Revenge is not suited for those who are just as guilty as you giving revenge too.  This is why God says that revenge is the Lord’s, Justice is the Lord’s, and judgment is the Lord’s
° 18 You shall not take vengeance or bear a grudge against the sons of your own people, but you shall love your neighbor as yourself: I am the Lord. Leviticus 19:18
b. Vengeance belongs to God not you
• Why can I not seek revenge? An eye for an eye, right? Well, the Old testament did say and “eye for an eye”, but it was for justice not revenge. Revenge is based of anger, hate, and repaying a wrong to make it right pain, but this is not the way the Lord wants us to live. Give you anger to God, give your vengeance to God, give your pain for a wrong done to God, and watch what He will do for you.
° 30 For we know him who said, “Vengeance is mine; I will repay.” And again, “The Lord will judge his people.” 31 It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God. Hebrews 10:30, 31
c. We are called to show righteousness not vengeance
• When you show forgiveness, you will pour fire on the heads of those who have harmed you. Kindness can put out fires and cause conviction to those who are doing the hurting. So, show kindness, forgiveness, compassion, and watch the conviction be like fire to their souls.
° 21 If your enemy is hungry, give him bread to eat, and if he is thirsty, give him water to drink, 
22 for you will heap burning coals on his head, and the Lord will reward you. Proverbs 25:21, 22
d. The formula for overcoming evil is being righteous
• It is not your righteousness that makes you strong enough to overcome evil. It is the righteousness of Christ that we can have victory over evil. So, we are to do good in the righteousness of Christ, and this will help us overcome evil. How? Light will overcome darkness every time.
° 14 “You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden. 15 Nor do people light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a stand, and it gives light to all in the house. 16 In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father who is in heaven. Matthew 5:14-16





