

L19 – Knowing our position in Christ
Rom. 6:1-10
(Basic doctrines – Sin/Sanctification/Holiness)
[bookmark: _Hlk192448990]Intro: 1 What shall we say then? Are we to continue in sin that grace may abound? 2 By no means! How can we who died to sin still live in it? 3 Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? 4 We were buried therefore with him by baptism into death, in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in newness of life. 5 For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we shall certainly be united with him in a resurrection like his. 6 We know that our old self was crucified with him in order that the body of sin might be brought to nothing, so that we would no longer be enslaved to sin. 7 For one who has died has been set free from sin. 8 Now if we have died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. 9 We know that Christ, being raised from the dead, will never die again; death no longer has dominion over him. 10 For the death he died he died to sin, once for all, but the life he lives he lives to God. 
I. Debunking some misunderstanding between grace and sin – 1 What shall we say then? Are we to continue in sin that grace may abound? 2 By no means! How can we who died to sin still live in it?
a. Grace does not give us a free reign to live in sin
• Just because you are saved it does not give you a right to live in sin. What we are saying is that we are still going to sin, we just are not going to live in sin. 
° 12 Let not sin therefore reign in your mortal body, to make you obey its passions. Romans 6:12
b. Grace does not encourage us to live in sin
• Grace will never encourage you to live in sin. It will never lead you to disobey God. It will always encourage you to live more like Christ and less in sin.
° 22 I have sent him to you for this very purpose, that you may know how we are, and that he may encourage your hearts. Ephesians 6:22
c. Sin will not encourage you to accept God’s salvation
• You will never find anyone who has sinned so bad that they found salvation. Sin does not lead you to Christ nor will it lead you to salvation. It is the power of the Holy Spirit that convicts us of sin and leads us into Christ righteousness. 
° 8 And when he comes, he will convict the world concerning sin and righteousness and judgment: 9 concerning sin, because they do not believe in me; 10 concerning righteousness, because I go to the Father, and you will see me no longer; 11 concerning judgment, because the ruler of this world is judged. John 16:8-11
II. We are positioned with Christ in baptism – 3 Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? 4 We were buried therefore with him by baptism into death, in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in newness of life. 5 For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we shall certainly be united with him in a resurrection like his.
a. We identify with Christ in baptism
• When we say we identify with Christ does not mean that we are taking the place of Christ or be in the same league as Christ. No, but it does mean that we are taking the cause of Christ; we identify with His life and purpose. In other words His cause is ours. We are wanting to recognize His life by living the life of Christ the way he would want us too. 
° 27 For as many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ. Galatians 3:27
b. Baptism identifies us with Christ in His resurrection
• Baptism does not save us from sin, but it does show our obedience in salvation. Baptism does not make us make us alive in Christ, but it does show other that we will live with Christ for all eternal on that great resurrection day.
° 11 In him also you were circumcised with a circumcision made without hands, by putting off the body of the flesh, by the circumcision of Christ, 12 having been buried with him in baptism, in which you were also raised with him through faith in the powerful working of God, who raised him from the dead. Colossians 2:11, 12
c. Baptism gives us hope when we are reunited 
• It is not just baptism that gives us hope, God is the only hope we need, but it is what baptism represents that give us hope. Our hope is in Jesus Christ only, but he wanted to show us how we can explain Christianity to others by using baptism: as dying to the old man and then as new man in Christ. It is also an explanation of the resurrection of Jesus Christ and how we will be resurrected by Jesus Christ. This, when seen in its total picture, gives us everlasting hope.
° 1 If then you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. 2 Set your minds on things that are above, not on things that are on earth. 3 For you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. 4 When Christ who is your life appears, then you also will appear with him in glory. Colossians 3:1-4
[bookmark: _Hlk192450267]III. We are positioned with Christ who killed the old self – 6 We know that our old self was crucified with him in order that the body of sin might be brought to nothing, so that we would no longer be enslaved to sin. 7 For one who has died has been set free from sin.
a. Crucifixion has positioned us to destroy the flesh – “in order that the body of sin might be brought to nothing”
• When Paul says that “our old self was crucified with Him”, he is not saying that you were on the cross at the same time as Christ. This is imagery Paul is using. Our old self is dead, just like Christ died; our sins are gone, just as our sinless sacrifice paid our sin debt; Jesus sacrificed all, so we are called to do the same. Jesus gave up heaven and was willing to die, so we are called to do the same. Paul is simply saying Christ paved the way as an example so if you are baptized in His righteousness then you were crucified with Him.
° 8 Whoever makes a practice of sinning is of the devil, for the devil has been sinning from the beginning. The reason the Son of God appeared was to destroy the works of the devil. 9 No one born of God makes a practice of sinning, for God’s seed abides in him, and he cannot keep on sinning because he has been born of God. 10 By this it is evident who are the children of God, and who are the children of the devil: whoever does not practice righteousness is not of God, nor is the one who does not love his brother. 1 John 3:8-10
b. Because of Christ we can renounce sin – “we would no longer be enslaved to sin”
• The only power sin has over you is what you give it. We have the power to be victors and not victims. We are no longer slaves to sin, but we have victory over sin. 
° 24 Wretched man that I am! Who will deliver me from this body of death? 25 Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord! So then, I myself serve the law of God with my mind, but with my flesh I serve the law of sin. Romans 7:24, 25
c. Our position in Christ has set us free from sin – “For one who has died has been set free from sin”
• When we say we are set free from sin, we are talking about how Christ has given us power to be victorious over sin by His blood. We are not set free from the curse of sin, but the strangle hold sin has on us. We will still die because of the curse of sin, but we will be set free from the penalty of eternal damnation that sin brings.
° 34 Jesus answered them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, everyone who commits sin is a slave to sin. 35 The slave does not remain in the house forever; the son remains forever. 36 So if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed. 37 I know that you are offspring of Abraham; yet you seek to kill me because my word finds no place in you. 38 I speak of what I have seen with my Father, and you do what you have heard from your father.” John 8:34-38
IV. We are in position to live with Christ – 8 Now if we have died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. 9 We know that Christ, being raised from the dead, will never die again; death no longer has dominion over him. 10 For the death he died he died to sin, once for all, but the life he lives he lives to God. 
a. We can live with Him because he has conquered death
• Because Christ has conquered death that is passed down and we know:
* Christ being raised from the dead will die no more
* That death will have no power over us
* That we are free from death (but not dying) 
* That Christ died for our sin only once
° 11 And they have conquered him by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of their testimony, for they loved not their lives even unto death. Revelation 12:11
b. Christ’s lived His life for the Father 
• Why can we not live for the Father? Why can we not live a life dedicated to the Father? Why can’t we? Because we don’t have Christ. Christ lived His life dedicated to His Father, and the only way we can live our lives dedicated to the Father is through Jesus Christ who bridge the gap between the Father and man.
° 18 For through him we both have access in one Spirit to the Father. Ephesians 2:18
° 5 For there is one God, and there is one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus, 6 who gave himself as a ransom for all, which is the testimony given at the proper time. 1 Timothy 2:5, 6



