L18 – The Law and Love concerning oaths and Swearing
Mat. 5:33-37

[bookmark: _Hlk123245355]Intro: 33 “Again you have heard that it was said to those of old, ‘You shall not swear falsely, but shall perform to the Lord what you have sworn.’ 34 But I say to you, Do not take an oath at all, either by heaven, for it is the throne of God, 35 or by the earth, for it is his footstool, or by Jerusalem, for it is the city of the great King. 36 And do not take an oath by your head, for you cannot make one hair white or black. 37 Let what you say be simply ‘Yes’ or ‘No’; anything more than this comes from evil. 
I. There are four types of swearing in the bible – 33 “Again you have heard that it was said to those of old, ‘You shall not swear falsely, but shall perform to the Lord what you have sworn.
a. There is the swearing by oaths
• This would include things like “"I swear by Almighty God that the evidence I shall give will be the truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth" or “I swear on the bible that I did not do it.” 
b. There is the swearing by use cuss words
• I’m sure we all have let a slip of some kind of cuss word in our life. Whether it was in fun or in anger it is still a sin.
c. There is the hypocritical swearing 
• This is the one who blesses God in one breathe and in the second sentence they are cussing and swearing the next. With the attitude that God does not care. No conviction of what they did are doing.
d. There is the ego swearing 
• This is where someone sets themselves up to be big and better than someone else. You can find them putting themselves in the presence of God where you can’t get there because they are better spiritually than you. Ask Jesse Duplantis how he ministered to Jesus who was troubled in his spirit, but there was nothing wrong with Him. 
II. Swearing at each other is not loving one another – 34 But I say to you, Do not take an oath at all, either by heaven, for it is the throne of God, 35 or by the earth, for it is his footstool, or by Jerusalem, for it is the city of the great King. 36 And do not take an oath by your head, for you cannot make one hair white or black.
a. Don’t swear on your mother’s life
• People will do this all the time, “I swear on the life of my mother.” How dare you to swear on your mother’s good name in order for you to look good. Shame on you.
° 25 but standing by the cross of Jesus were his mother and his mother’s sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. 26 When Jesus saw his mother and the disciple whom he loved standing nearby, he said to his mother, “Woman, behold, your son!” 27 Then he said to the disciple, “Behold, your mother!” And from that hour the disciple took her to his own home. John 19:25-27
b. Don’t swear by God being your witness
• How about this one or as my grandson would say “how about disin’ papa”, “as God is my witness”. How dare you use a Holy God to help you get by with the scam you’re trying to pull over on somebody. 
° 22 And whoever swears by heaven swears by the throne of God and by him who sits upon it. Matthew 23:22
c. Why because all power belongs to God
• When you swear about something that is unholy on the name of someone who is all holy, you better make sure you’re right. If not you will pay the price for putting a stain of God’s holy name.
° 13 Therefore, preparing your minds for action, and being sober-minded, set your hope fully on the grace that will be brought to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ. 14 As obedient children, do not be conformed to the passions of your former ignorance, 15 but as he who called you is holy, you also be holy in all your conduct, 16 since it is written, “You shall be holy, for I am holy.” 17 And if you call on him as Father who judges impartially according to each one’s deeds, conduct yourselves with fear throughout the time of your exile, 1 Peter 1:13-17
d. Understand making a vow and swearing
• A vow is a promise made in order to keep in standing with God or man. Swearing is a false attempt to confuse, lie, and abuse a situation in order to get favors that benefit the person doing the swearing. It goes along with being a false witness.
° 12 But above all, my brothers, do not swear, either by heaven or by earth or by any other oath, but let your “yes” be yes and your “no” be no, so that you may not fall under condemnation. James 5:12
III. How are we to keep your word – 37 Let what you say be simply ‘Yes’ or ‘No’; anything more than this comes from evil.
a. Cursing and breaking your oath is not a good witness
• Peter did both. He promised to die alongside Christ when the Romans came to take the Lord away, and that he would never deny Jesus ever. He did break his vow and cursed that he never knew who the Lord was.
° 33 Peter said to him, “Lord, I am ready to go with you both to prison and to death.” 34 Jesus said, “I tell you, Peter, the rooster will not crow this day, until you deny three times that you know me.” Luke 22:33-34
° 74 Then he began to invoke a curse on himself and to swear, “I do not know the man.” And immediately the rooster crowed. Matthew 26:74
b. Keeping God’s word will help you keep your word
• I have taught “Dirt Road Lessons from Dad” that is out of Proverbs to my children and grandchildren for years, and even have applied them to my church in which I pastor, and one of my favorites is from Proverbs 13:13 – “13 Whoever despises the word brings destruction on himself, but he who reveres the commandment will be rewarded. This Dirt Road lesson from Dad teaches us that a Christian Dad will teach God’s word to His children. God’s words are life giving. My word is one thing God’s word is everything.
° 6 Likewise, urge the younger men to be self-controlled. 7 Show yourself in all respects to be a model of good works, and in your teaching show integrity, dignity, 8 and sound speech that cannot be condemned, so that an opponent may be put to shame, having nothing evil to say about us. Titus 2:6-8
c. Those who keep their word others will trust them more
• It is a guaranteed fact that a person who follows God’s word will have the respect of others who will want to do the same. The example of being honest and true to your word is a dying commodity. The very reasons why we must resort to placing our hands on the bible is because we are trying to get people to tell the truth the whole truth and nothing but the truth. The problem we have as humans is we are incapable of always telling the truth because we are unrighteous. If you can’t expect the righteous to tell the truth, how are we to expect the unrighteous to do so. 
° 2 If a man vows a vow to the Lord, or swears an oath to bind himself by a pledge, he shall not break his word. He shall do according to all that proceeds out of his mouth. Numbers 30:2
° 18 For I will not venture to speak of anything except what Christ has accomplished through me to bring the Gentiles to obedience—by word and deed, Romans 15:18
