[bookmark: _Hlk195711947][bookmark: _Hlk195711948]L7 – Chose to have fellowship with other believers
Rom. 12:9-13
[bookmark: _Hlk195711912][bookmark: _Hlk195300587][bookmark: _Hlk195301243][bookmark: _Hlk195301594]Intro: 9 Let love be genuine. Abhor what is evil; hold fast to what is good. 10 Love one another with brotherly affection. Outdo one another in showing honor. 11 Do not be slothful in zeal, be fervent in spirit, serve the Lord. 12 Rejoice in hope, be patient in tribulation, be constant in prayer. 13 Contribute to the needs of the saints and seek to show hospitality. 
I. We should have a genuine heart felt love – “Let love be genuine”
a. A love that hates evil in every form – “abhor what is evil”
• When you hear people say that Christian’s cannot hate does not read the bible well or they interpret it in a light of ignorance. We can hate and there are a few things that we should hate because God hates them. People will love the things they do, that is not in the light of God love, we can hate the things people do, but not the people that do them.
° 16 There are six things that the Lord hates, seven that are an abomination to him: 17 haughty eyes, a lying tongue, and hands that shed innocent blood, 18 a heart that devises wicked plans, feet that make haste to run to evil, 19 a false witness who breathes out lies, and one who sows discord among brothers. Proverbs 6:16-19
° 43 “You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall love your neighbor and hate your enemy.’ 44 But I say to you, Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, 45 so that you may be sons of your Father who is in heaven. For he makes his sun rise on the evil and on the good, and sends rain on the just and on the unjust. Matthew 5:43-45
b. Our love should hold on to what is good
• When we say we are to “hold on to what is good” we mean that love (agape) is the key ingredient for loving personality. This type of love is self-sacrificial love, it is a love that cares for the well-being of others.  All gifts that are exercised in the body of Christ should start with this kind of love. 
° 21 but test everything; hold fast what is good. 22 Abstain from every form of evil. 1 Thessalonians 5:21-22
c. We should have a genuine love for each other – “love one another with brotherly affection”
• This is something we face all the time. If we don’t like someone, we don’t want to love them. We will lose all sense of compassion, and we will then start to not care about them anymore. We will care just enough not to care.
° 3 But with me it is a very small thing that I should be judged by you or by any human court. In fact, I do not even judge myself. 4 For I am not aware of anything against myself, but I am not thereby acquitted. It is the Lord who judges me. 1 Corinthians 4:3, 4
d. We should make these things a priority – “Outdo one another in showing honor”
• Please understand what Paul is saying here. He is not making Christianity a competition on who is the best, but instead he is saying that we should not ever let someone fall through the cracks of being loved by the church. Example: Hey, did you call/text Sis. Mary after her surgery. No, I thought you did. Verse’s the way it should be done. Example: I just called Sis. Mary after surgery. Wow! It seems we both did. I am sure she enjoyed our conversations.
° 1 Let brotherly love continue. 2 Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for thereby some have entertained angels unawares. 3 Remember those who are in prison, as though in prison with them, and those who are mistreated, since you also are in the body. Hebrews 13:1-3
[bookmark: _Hlk195301445]II. We should serve the Lord with passion – “11 Do not be slothful in zeal, be fervent in spirit, serve the Lord”
a. We should not be caught being lazy with our zeal – “Do not be slothful in zeal”
• Having a passion for the church is should be our goal. I know that we are not going to be zealous all the time, but man would it be nice to be most of the time. Church followers seem not have any zeal for the Lord, the church, or the word of God. We have more zeal for the false prophets word that the actual word of God.
° 4 The soul of the sluggard craves and gets nothing, while the soul of the diligent is richly supplied. Proverbs 13:4
b. We should be on fire severing the Lord – “be fervent in spirit, serve the Lord”
• Being passionate, having a zeal, and being on fire for the Lord are like triplets, they may be different in a lot of ways but in the end, they are the same thing. One can have a passion for God without the fire, but you cannot have a fire for Christ without the passion.

° 13 Fire shall be kept burning on the altar continually; it shall not go out. Leviticus 6:13
III. The formula for victory in times of tribulation – “Rejoice in hope, be patient in tribulation, be constant in prayer”
a. We should see a positive outcome
• When we rejoice in hope what we are saying is that we see things positive. We know that in times of trails victory will come soon. We see hope when your paycheck is short. We know that there will be brighter days in just a few days. Yes, there is happiness at the end of your tribulation.
° 22 A joyful heart is good medicine, but a crushed spirit dries up the bones. Proverbs 17:22
b. We should be patient while suffering
• Being positive in during your suffering is different from being patient. For example: “I know the there is a brighter day, but I need the bright day today at this hour, NOW! We need to have patience while in the time of suffering. Why? We think clearly when being patient, we make better choices while being patient, and we have less worry with being patient.
° 6 If we are afflicted, it is for your comfort and salvation; and if we are comforted, it is for your comfort, which you experience when you patiently endure the same sufferings that we suffer. 7 Our hope for you is unshaken, for we know that as you share in our sufferings, you will also share in our comfort. 2 Corinthians 1:6, 7
c. We should be a prayerful warrior until victory is won
• When should we receive an answer to our prayer? Some teachers say immediately God will answer your prayer, others say God will answer your prayer every time, but some answers are no. I say that God’s sovereign will, will be done. Our goal is to pray, trust God, and never stop until victory comes. This is very clear the believer overcomes by giving constant attention to God and waiting upon His delivering power. Those who stay in consistent communication with God have strength to overcome trails.
° 1 And he told them a parable to the effect that they ought always to pray and not lose heart. 2 He said, “In a certain city there was a judge who neither feared God nor respected man. 3 And there was a widow in that city who kept coming to him and saying, ‘Give me justice against my adversary.’ 4 For a while he refused, but afterward he said to himself, ‘Though I neither fear God nor respect man, 5 yet because this widow keeps bothering me, I will give her justice, so that she will not beat me down by her continual coming.’ ” 6 And the Lord said, “Hear what the unrighteous judge says. 7 And will not God give justice to his elect, who cry to him day and night? Will he delay long over them? 8 I tell you, he will give justice to them speedily. Nevertheless, when the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on earth?” Luke 18:1-8
IV. We should help with the needs of others – “Contribute to the needs of the saints and seek to show hospitality” 
a. We do this by giving generously 
• From carrying one another’s burdens to giving generously to one another we must do this with a cheerful heart. It is not a burden to be generous. It should not be a problem being a servant of God in giving you money, time, and abilities.
° 6 The point is this: whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows bountifully will also reap bountifully. 7 Each one must give as he has decided in his heart, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. 8 And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that having all sufficiency in all things at all times, you may abound in every good work. 9 As it is written, “He has distributed freely, he has given to the poor; his righteousness endures forever.” 2 Corinthians 9:6-9
b. We do this by being friendly
• If you want friends, you must be friendly. This is not just putting on a fake show friendly, but true friendliness that is genuine. Listen, people will figure out if your friendliness is true or fake.
° 10 Do not forsake your friend and your father’s friend, and do not go to your brother’s house in the day of your calamity. Better is a neighbor who is near than a brother who is far away. Proverbs 27:10


