L6 – Choosing to be a part of a great body of people
Rom. 12:3-8
[bookmark: _Hlk195217156]Intro: 3 For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of himself more highly than he ought to think, but to think with sober judgment, each according to the measure of faith that God has assigned. 4 For as in one body we have many members, and the members do not all have the same function, 5 so we, though many, are one body in Christ, and individually members one of another. 6 Having gifts that differ according to the grace given to us, let us use them: if prophecy, in proportion to our faith; 7 if service, in our serving; the one who teaches, in his teaching; 8 the one who exhorts, in his exhortation; the one who contributes, in generosity; the one who leads, with zeal; the one who does acts of mercy, with cheerfulness. 
[bookmark: _Hlk194954514]I. By God’s grace don’t think highly of yourselves – 3 For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of himself more highly than he ought to think, but to think with sober judgment, each according to the measure of faith that God has assigned. 4 For as in one body we have many members, and the members do not all have the same function, 5 so we, though many, are one body in Christ, and individually members one of another.
a. We should make the decision every day to think right
• The word soberly (eis) means to think clearly or to make sound decisions. We should not think of ourselves more than we are, but at the same time we should use common horse sense to make everyday decisions that the Holy Spirit has given us.
[bookmark: OLE_LINK1]° 12 Therefore I intend always to remind you of these qualities, though you know them and are established in the truth that you have. 13 I think it right, as long as I am in this body, to stir you up by way of reminder, 14 since I know that the putting off of my body will be soon, as our Lord Jesus Christ made clear to me. 15 And I will make every effort so that after my departure you may be able at any time to recall these things. 2 Peter 1:12-15
b. We are one having different purposes (Our decision should be one with the body)
• The body would be odd, boring, and useless if we all were a bunch of hands. It would not be a body if we all are a bunch of hands. 
° 27 Now you are the body of Christ and individually members of it. 28 And God has appointed in the church first apostles, second prophets, third teachers, then miracles, then gifts of healing, helping, administrating, and various kinds of tongues. 29 Are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are all teachers? Do all work miracles? 30 Do all possess gifts of healing? Do all speak with tongues? Do all interpret? 31 But earnestly desire the higher gifts. And I will show you a still more excellent way. 1 Corinthians 12:27-31
1. What we have comes from God – “according to the measure of faith that God has assigned”
° 16 Do not be deceived, my beloved brothers. 17 Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of lights with whom there is no variation or shadow due to change. James 1:16, 17
2. God gives to every person of measure of gifts – “the members do not all have the same function
° 14 “For it will be like a man going on a journey, who called his servants and entrusted to them his property. 15 To one he gave five talents, to another two, to another one, to each according to his ability. Then he went away. 16 He who had received the five talents went at once and traded with them, and he made five talents more. 17 So also he who had the two talents made two talents more. 18 But he who had received the one talent went and dug in the ground and hid his master’s money. Matthew 25:14-18
3. We are all one body in Christ – “are one body in Christ, and individually members one of another”
° 4 There is one body and one Spirit—just as you were called to the one hope that belongs to your call— 5 one Lord, one faith, one baptism, 6 one God and Father of all, who is over all and through all and in all. 7 But grace was given to each one of us according to the measure of Christ’s gift. 8 Therefore it says, “When he ascended on high he led a host of captives, and he gave gifts to men.” Ephesians 4:4-8
[bookmark: _Hlk195196173][bookmark: _Hlk195196130]II. Humble people will use their gifts for God’s glory (Use your gifts wisely) – 6 Having gifts that differ according to the grace given to us, let us use them: if prophecy, in proportion to our faith; 7 if service, in our serving; the one who teaches, in his teaching; 8 the one who exhorts, in his exhortation; one who contributes, in generosity; the one who leads, with zeal; the one who does acts of mercy, with cheerfulness. 
a. When preaching the word preach it right – “if prophecy, in proportion to our faith”
• We have “so called” preacher and pastors that will us entertainment to a track people to their “so called” worship service. They use a few well-placed scriptures to lure you in so they can entertain you. There is no preaching, there is no teaching, and there is no true worship. Just entertainment. Pastors and preachers stop this and get back to preaching the gospel of Jesus Christ.
° 1 I charge you in the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is to judge the living and the dead, and by his appearing and his kingdom: 2 preach the word; be ready in season and out of season; reprove, rebuke, and exhort, with complete patience and teaching. 2 Timothy 4:1, 2
b. Use your gift of servitude wisely – “if service, in our serving”
• Some do not know how to use the gift of being a servant, some just have a natural gift of servitude, and some of us are somewhere in the middle, but one thing is for sure the Lord wants us to all be servants to people. 
° 19 For though I am free from all, I have made myself a servant to all, that I might win more of them. 1 Corinthians 9:19
c. Use your gift of teaching – “the one who teaches, in his teaching”
• We are called to teach. From teaching to a group of Christians, to a group of children in school, to teaching your kids at home, we are called to be teachers. It is the Christian that God gives the gift of teaching to some and not all. And this is teaching the word of God.
° 11 For I long to see you, that I may impart to you some spiritual gift to strengthen you— Romans 1:11
° 27 Now you are the body of Christ and individually members of it. 28 And God has appointed in the church first apostles, second prophets, third teachers, then miracles, then gifts of healing, helping, administrating, and various kinds of tongues. 29 Are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are all teachers? Do all work miracles? 30 Do all possess gifts of healing? Do all speak with tongues? Do all interpret? 31 But earnestly desire the higher gifts. And I will show you a still more excellent way. 1 Corinthians 12:27-31
d. Use your gift of encouragement – “the one who exhorts, in his exhortation”
• Use you gift or gifts to encourage others to live out their lives in the best way possible. Never use your gift for personal gain. Always and I mean always use your gift to benefit others and then you will be rewarded accordingly.
° 2 “Thus, when you give to the needy, sound no trumpet before you, as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets, that they may be praised by others. Truly, I say to you, they have received their reward. 3 But when you give to the needy, do not let your left hand know what your right hand is doing, 4 so that your giving may be in secret. And your Father who sees in secret will reward you. Matthew 6:2-4
e. Make sure you give for the right reason – “one who contributes, in generosity”
• Yes, we should tithe. Yes, we should give to the best of our ability, and yes, we should give out of the abundance of our heart. What is the main purpose here – “God loves a cheerful giver”. Don’t give to ministries who can’t even give themselves. We would never have if they were to keep half of what they preach in relation to their giving.
° 6 The point is this: whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows bountifully will also reap bountifully. 7 Each one must give as he has decided in his heart, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. 2 Corinthians 9:6, 7
f. Embrace your gift of leadership with passion and drive – “the one who leads, with zeal”
• What Paul is saying is that we need to have leaders that have a hunger and a passion for leadership. I agree that we may lead differently, and have different methods, but one thing should never be questioned and that is your zeal for leading your people and those around you. How can you tell if you have a good leader in your church. Ask the question is the leaders in your circle true servants or are they pretenders.
° 43 But it shall not be so among you. But whoever would be great among you must be your servant, 44 and whoever would be first among you must be slave of all. 45 For even the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.” Mark 10:43-45
g. Show mercy to those who don’t deserve it – “the one who does acts of mercy, with cheerfulness” 
• Place a 1,000 people in a room and it won’t be long before leadership will start to take place. Among those who are showing leadership qualities will be the merciful ones who will get the most respect. Dictators can get people to do anything they want by demands; merciful leaders will get people to do what is right out of love.
° 8 The Lord is merciful and gracious, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. Psalms 103:8

