L17 – The wonderful significance of justification
(Basic doctrine Justification/Reconciliation)
Rom. 5:6-11
[bookmark: _Hlk192020710]Intro: 6 For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. 7 For one will scarcely die for a righteous person—though perhaps for a good person one would dare even to die— 8 but God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 9 Since, therefore, we have now been justified by his blood, much more shall we be saved by him from the wrath of God. 10 For if while we were enemies we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son, much more, now that we are reconciled, shall we be saved by his life. 11 More than that, we also rejoice in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received reconciliation. 
I. We are ungodly and still Christ died for us – 6 For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. 7 For one will scarcely die for a righteous person—though perhaps for a good person one would dare even to die
a. We are weak
• We are spiritually weak, helpless, and hopeless. The word weak (asthenēs) means to be without strength due to a sickness. The idea is that you were made weak by a sickness called sin. 
° 2 For I decided to know nothing among you except Jesus Christ and him crucified. 3 And I was with you in weakness and in fear and much trembling, 4 and my speech and my message were not in plausible words of wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power, 5 that your faith might not rest in the wisdom of men but in the power of God. 1 Corinthians 2:2-5
b. We are ungodly 
• We are not like God; we are profane and have a different mindset and character than God. God is holy we are not; God is righteous we are not; God is perfect we are not. For us to have any access to these things we must accept Christ and remain in Christ.
° 22 the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction: 23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 24 and are justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, Romans 3:22-24
c. Christ’s death is greater than your sacrifice – “For one will scarcely die for a righteous person—though perhaps for a good person one would dare even to die”
• It was in due time Christ died. The idea is that you have a lost person die for someone for the right reason, and you can have a righteous person die for someone for the right reasons, but Christ died for everyone for the greater good for all mankind.
° 22 That is why his faith was “counted to him as righteousness.” 23 But the words “it was counted to him” were not written for his sake alone, 24 but for ours also. It will be counted to us who believe in him who raised from the dead Jesus our Lord, 25 who was delivered up for our trespasses and raised for our justification. Romans 4:22-25
II. God loves us even though we are sinners – 8 but God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 9 Since, therefore, we have now been justified by his blood, much more shall we be saved by him from the wrath of God.
a. God has proven His love for us
• God loved us first; before the foundation of creation was made God loved us. He loves us and has provided a plan of salvation and victory before satan was even created. We are made more than conquerors in Christ Jesus.
° 37 No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. 38 For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present nor things to come, nor powers, 39 nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. Romans 8:37-39
b. We are justified by the blood of Christ
• The only thing that broke our relationship with God is sin. We are enemies of God because of sin and this makes us sinners. So, we all are enemies and sinners to God. This raises the question; how can we mend our relationship? When we sin, we will not choose God. This is the great point on reconciliation. The point here is that God loves us so much that he sent his Son to die for our sins.
° 8 But what does it say? “The word is near you, in your mouth and in your heart” (that is, the word of faith that we proclaim); 9 because, if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. 10 For with the heart one believes and is justified, and with the mouth one confesses and is saved. Romans 10:8-10
c. God proves His love toward us by saving us from His wrath – How did God prove his love for us? 
1. He sent His Son to die for our sins 
° 16 “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved through him. Jn. 3:16. 17
2. He gave us the Holy Spirit to guide us into the ways of Christ
° 25 “These things I have spoken to you while I am still with you. 26 But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, he will teach you all things and bring to your remembrance all that I have said to you. John 14:25-26
3. He gave us His word to nourish our spiritual soul 
° 4 But he answered, “It is written, “‘Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that comes from the mouth of God.’” Matthew 4:4
III. God wants peace with us though we have no peace – 10 For if while we were enemies we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son, much more, now that we are reconciled, shall we be saved by his life. 11 More than that, we also rejoice in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received reconciliation. 
a. Our joy comes through Christ
• This is not a picture of salvation as something that has happened in the past, but that salvation will be concluding in the life of Christ. This has given us peace because we have been reconciled to God by 
Christ. No long is it up to us but now it is left up to Jesus to finish what we could never start; to mend the bridge that has divided us from the fall of man.
° 16 Rejoice always, 17 pray without ceasing, 18 give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you. 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18
b. Our peace comes through Christ
• We were reconciled by His death. Death may include possibly His low, humble, and suffering condition. Death has the appearance of great feebleness; the death of Christ had the appearance of the defeat of His plans. His enemies triumphed and rejoiced over Him on the cross, and in the tomb. Yet the effect of this feeble, low, and humiliating state was to reconcile us to God. If in this state-when humble, despised, dying, dead-he had power to accomplish so great a work as to reconcile us to God, how much more may we expect that He will be able to keep us now that He is a living, exalted, and triumphant Redeemer! If His fainting powers in dying were such as to reconcile us, how much more shall his full, vigorous powers, as an exalted Redeemer, be sufficient to keep and save us! This argument is but an expansion of what the Savior Himself said, "Because I live, ye shall live also.
° 19 Yet a little while and the world will see me no more, but you will see me. Because I live, you also will live. John 14:19


