

L16 – The benefits of being Justified by Faith
Rom. 5:1-5
(Basic doctrine – Justification/Love)
[bookmark: _Hlk191416384]Intro: 1 Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ. 2 Through him we have also obtained access by faith into this grace in which we stand, and we rejoice in hope of the glory of God. 3 More than that, we rejoice in our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces endurance, 4 and endurance produces character, and character produces hope, 5 and hope does not put us to shame, because God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit who has been given to us. 
I. Being justified by faith we have peace – 1 Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.
a. Before Christ you had no peace – “since we have been justified by faith, we have peace”
• See the difference here. True and genuine peace can only be applied when we are justified by faith in Christ. Our faith in Christ is our hope for peace.
° 28 Therefore let us be grateful for receiving a kingdom that cannot be shaken, and thus let us offer to God acceptable worship, with reverence and awe, 29 for our God is a consuming fire. Hebrews 12:28, 29
b. Christ is the only one to give you true peace
• Grace is only through Christ, faith is only through you, and Christ can only give us peace through justification. Man does not have complete peace. We find temporary help through councilors; we find temporary peace through the end of a whiskey bottle or at the end of a needle. But lasting peace can only come from God. Peace of God means to have a relationship with God, to be reconciled with God, to be free from the wrath of God, to be at peace with God.
° 7 And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. Philippians 4:7
II. Being justified by faith we have access to God’s grace – 2 Through him we have also obtained access by faith into this grace in which we stand, and we rejoice in hope of the glory of God.
a. We have access to God by faith
• Our being justified gives us access to God by our faith. There was a deep divide between God and his creation. But by Christ’s death on the cross He bridged the great divide and now we have complete access to God our great Creator.
° 1 Behold, the Lord’s hand is not shortened, that it cannot save, or his ear dull, that it cannot hear; 2 but your iniquities have made a separation between you and your God, and your sins have hidden his face from you so that he does not hear. Isaiah 59:1, 2
b. We have access to God’s grace through faith
• Our faith in Christ is the key to obtaining God’s saving grace. It is through Christ we have obtained the grace of God by faith. It all starts with Christ and will end with Christ. He is the Alpha and Omega the beginning and the ending. Grace is totally through Christ. He has all grace and is wanting to give His grace to you freely, but you need to put your faith in Christ to obtain his grace.
° 8 For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, 9 not a result of works, so that no one may boast. Ephesians 2:8, 9
III. Being justified by faith we have hope – 2 Through him we have also obtained access by faith into this grace in which we stand, and we rejoice in hope of the glory of God.
a. The world’s hope and hope in God are different
• The world’s hope is full of desire and want. Our hope is in God, and our hope is for the glory of God. When we say we have hope in Jesus Christ, we are saying that we have assurance, confidence, and knowledge of our salvation.
° 3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! According to his great mercy, he has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4 to an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for you, 5 who by God’s power are being guarded through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. 1 Peter 1:3-5
° 13 Therefore, preparing your minds for action, and being sober-minded, set your hope fully on the grace that will be brought to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ. 14 As obedient children, do not be conformed to the passions of your former ignorance, 15 but as he who called you is holy, you also be holy in all your conduct, 16 since it is written, “You shall be holy, for I am holy.” 1 Peter 1:13-16
b. Our hope is glory abundant in the light of Christ
• Notice how far we have come. Instead of having abundant hope in Christ:
* We complain and live defeated lives
* We seek to please sin and self 
° 20 But that is not the way you learned Christ!— 21 assuming that you have heard about him and were taught in him, as the truth is in Jesus, 22 to put off your old self, which belongs to your former manner of life and is corrupt through deceitful desires, 23 and to be renewed in the spirit of your minds, 24 and to put on the new self, created after the likeness of God in true righteousness and holiness. Ephesians 4:20-24
IV. Being justified by faith we have strength to endure suffering – 3 More than that, we rejoice in our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces endurance, 4 and endurance produces character, and character produces hope, 
a. For suffering produces endurance
• Have you ever heard “what does not kill you will make you stronger”. Here is a small verse that backs this up. Suffering makes you stronger. I know this seems strange and it may seem illogical, but it is true. Tough times make you stronger and easy times make you weak.

° 10 And after you have suffered a little while, the God of all grace, who has called you to his eternal glory in Christ, will himself restore, confirm, strengthen, and establish you. 11 To him be the dominion forever and ever. Amen. 1 Peter 5:10, 11

b. For endurance produces character
• Suffering gives you endurance that will lead to you building a strong character. A justified Christian will endure suffering by faith in Christ. The word endurance (hypomonē) means to be patient which leads to character building. A man that endures suffering will build strong character.

° 10 Whatever your hand finds to do, do it with your might, for there is no work or thought or knowledge or wisdom in Sheol, to which you are going. Ecclesiastes 9:10

c. For character produces hope
• Suffering gives you endurance that will leads to you building a strong character which helps you see the great hope we have in Christ. It is the Christian that can see the positive in a negative world. A Christian’s personality will include hope in Christ.
° 25 When the tempest passes, the wicked is no more, but the righteous is established forever. Proverbs 10:25
V. Being justified by faith we have access to God’s love – 5 and hope does not put us to shame, because God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit who has been given to us. 
a. For hope will never shame us
• We are never disappointed who is truly justified by Christ. We will be in the presence of God forever with the hope of eternal life in Christ. So, why would we be ashamed of being justified.
° 25 The Lord is good to those who wait for him, to the soul who seeks him. Lamentations 3:25
b. For the Holy Spirit has poured God’s love in our hearts
• This is a beautiful verse. The word poured (ekcheō) which means to gush out or run out. It may seem odd at first. You may say how can something be poured in if it is rushing out. But that is the picture. The Holy Spirit has poured in God’s love so much that it just gushes out of our hearts. This is what is meant in the Psalms “my cup runs over”.
° 5 You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; you anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows. Psalms 23:5




