L5 – Making my life acceptable before God
Rom. 12:1, 2
[bookmark: _Hlk194869132][bookmark: _Hlk194613037][bookmark: _Hlk194684876]Intro: 1 I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. 2 Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you may discern what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect. 
I. The believer is to give everything to God – “I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God”
a. We are to give our total commitment to God
• We have sold everything we have for Christ. We must sacrifice great for the cause of Christ. We don’t get to have a retirement program setup for us to stop committing to the ministry of Christ. It is a decision that we have made, and we don’t make take it lightly.
° 14 And he called the people to him again and said to them, “Hear me, all of you, and understand: 15 There is nothing outside a person that by going into him can defile him, but the things that come out of a person are what defile him.” 16 If anyone has ears to hear, let him hear[footnoteRef:1]. 17 And when he had entered the house and left the people, his disciples asked him about the parable. 18 And he said to them, “Then are you also without understanding? Do you not see that whatever goes into a person from outside cannot defile him, 19 since it enters not his heart but his stomach, and is expelled?” (Thus he declared all foods clean.) 20 And he said, “What comes out of a person is what defiles him. 21 For from within, out of the heart of man, come evil thoughts, sexual immorality, theft, murder, adultery, 22 coveting, wickedness, deceit, sensuality, envy, slander, pride, foolishness. 23 All these evil things come from within, and they defile a person.” Mark 7:14-23 [1:  “If anyone has ears to hear, let him hear” is not in the earlier manuscripts. ] 

b. We are to give all our energy to God
• When we talk about energy, we are not talking about the force that guides your inner man, so he/she can channel a force of goodness. This is called humanism, and it doesn’t work. When Christian’s use the word energy, we are talking about the physical effort from day to day living that you put into living for Christ. This is called living daily for Christ. This is called living everyday as a Christian.
° 31 So, whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do all to the glory of God. 1 Corinthians 10:31
° 17 And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him. Colossians 3:17
c. We are to give our creativity to God
• This means we are to give back to Him all the creativity that He has given to us. Our art is His, our sermons are His, our kids are his, our jobs are his, our churches are His, and our families are His. Everything that we may think we have created is not ours because it belongs to Him before the foundation of the world was ever created.
° 6 Having gifts that differ according to the grace given to us, let us use them: if prophecy, in proportion to our faith; 7 if service, in our serving; the one who teaches, in his teaching; 8 the one who exhorts, in his exhortation; the one who contributes, in generosity; the one who leads, with zeal; the one who does acts of mercy, with cheerfulness. Romans 12:6-8
II. We are to present our bodies to God for service – 1 I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship.
a. Notice that this is a living sacrifice 
• He does not want you to die but live. This is a choice and a decision that is made once saved. Christ chose you from the foundation of the world and you have chosen Christ; to live a life of Holiness, this is the living sacrifice that the Lord is accepting. We are no longer required to offer the passover lamb on the altar for a sacrifice for sins. Jesus did that, but we are required to live a life of commitment.
° 7 Cleanse out the old leaven that you may be a new lump, as you really are unleavened. For Christ, our Passover lamb, has been sacrificed. 1 Corinthians 5:7
b. This is a satisfactory effort to God for living righteous
• What I mean by this is that God, in His perfection made certain connections in order for us to continue living for him. One you must accept fully His Son’s atonement for our sin and make Him Savior of your life, second you must continue living in the righteousness of Christ every day for the rest of your life. Anything less than this is unsatisfactory and will not be accepted and payment for sins.
° 23 if indeed you continue in the faith, stable and steadfast, not shifting from the hope of the gospel that you heard, which has been proclaimed in all creation under heaven, and of which I, Paul, became a minister. Colossians 1:23
III. We should not be conformed to this world – 2 Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you may discern what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect. 
a. If we decide to be conformed to the world:
1. We conform to their way of thinking
• The word conformed (syschēmatizō) is a fashion word that means to show an outward appearance of fashion of that day. It is intended to have us see that what the world is doing does not mean we have to do the same thing. We are not to do the sins that they are doing all in the name of being normal. Have you ever heard someone say, “well everybody does it”.
° 11 For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation for all people, 12 training us to renounce ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright, and godly lives in the present age, Titus 2:11, 12
2. If we conform to their way of being anti-Christ
• This world, this life of sinful struggle, this battle we have against satan and his demons, are pushing us to be more conformed to this way of life. They want us to be like them and less like Christ, and if they are successful in converting us back to the ways so this world we are being conformed into their way of thinking, and this is not the way of Christ. They are anti-Christ and wants us to do the same.
° 18 “If the world hates you, know that it has hated me before it hated you. 19 If you were of the world, the world would love you as its own; but because you are not of the world, but I chose you out of the world, therefore the world hates you. John 15:18, 19
b. When we decide to be transformed to Christ:
• The word transform (metamorphoō) means to change, transfigure into, or transform. Which is like a chameleon once they climb on a different color than what they are normally are they will change to that color. We should not be conformed to the world ways, but once we step into the Christian walk, we should change into that walk. Make wise decisions to help your walk in Christ.
° 26 And I will give you a new heart, and a new spirit I will put within you. And I will remove the heart of stone from your flesh and give you a heart of flesh. Ezekiel 36:26
° 16 From now on, therefore, we regard no one according to the flesh. Even though we once regarded Christ according to the flesh, we regard him thus no longer. 17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; behold, the new has come. 2 Corinthians 5:16, 17
1. We will look at suffering differently – “that by testing you may discern”
° 3 More than that, we rejoice in our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces endurance, 4 and endurance produces character, and character produces hope, 5 and hope does not put us to shame, because God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit who has been given to us. Romans 5:3-5
2. We will see Christ differently – “what is the will of God”
° 41 Why do you see the speck that is in your brother’s eye, but do not notice the log that is in your own eye? 42 How can you say to your brother, ‘Brother, let me take out the speck that is in your eye,’ when you yourself do not see the log that is in your own eye? You hypocrite, first take the log out of your own eye, and then you will see clearly to take out the speck that is in your brother’s eye. Luke 6:41, 42
3. We will see the Christian life positively – “what is good and acceptable and perfect”.
° 10 And after you have suffered a little while, the God of all grace, who has called you to his eternal glory in Christ, will himself restore, confirm, strengthen, and establish you. 
11 To him be the dominion forever and ever. Amen. 1 Peter 5:10-11





