L14 – The Redemer and the Law
Mat. 5:17-20

[bookmark: _Hlk120826731]Intro: 17 “Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to abolish them but to fulfill them. 18 For truly, I say to you, until heaven and earth pass away, not an iota, not a dot, will pass from the Law until all is accomplished. 19 Therefore whoever relaxes one of the least of these commandments and teaches others to do the same will be called least in the kingdom of heaven, but whoever does them and teaches them will be called great in the kingdom of heaven. 20 For I tell you, unless your righteousness exceeds that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven. 
I. Christ came to fulfill the Law – 17 “Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to abolish them but to fulfill them. 18 For truly, I say to you, until heaven and earth pass away, not an iota, not a dot, will pass from the Law until all is accomplished.
a. The law was words and rules for man to live by
• The Law could only provide words and instructions for people to follow—it had no spirit, no life, and no power to help someone actually obey its commands. People were required and obligated to follow the Law or face severe consequences, but even with those strict penalties, the Law was limited in how much it could foster a true, personal relationship with others and with God. 

° 12 For all who have sinned without the law will also perish without the law, and all who have sinned under the law will be judged by the law. 13 For it is not the hearers of the law who are righteous before God, but the doers of the law who will be justified. 14 For when Gentiles, who do not have the law, by nature do what the law requires, they are a law to themselves, even though they do not have the law. 15 They show that the work of the law is written on their hearts, while their conscience also bears witness, and their conflicting thoughts accuse or even excuse them 16 on that day when, according to my gospel, God judges the secrets of men by Christ Jesus. Romans 2:12-16

b. The law stated the principles of man’s behavior

• The explaining of the “why” that was in the law or the meaning behind the law was vague or not even totally understood. They must follow it by faith just as we must do today. The “why” we had to kill animals was not fully understood, the “why” Israel had to put up the tabernacle was not fully understood, but now we can look back and see where all these laws were important and what uses they have for us today.

° 3 In the same way we also, when we were children, were enslaved to the elementary principles of the world. 4 But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman, born under the law, 5 to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as sons. Galatians 4:3-5
c. Abolish means to throw away or dissolve – Somethings He did not dissolve
1. The Law of murder (social)
2. The Law of the sacrifice (personal)
3. The Law of the Tithe (Church)
• When we deal with the doctrines that come along with this, we must not forget that some laws was tailored made for Israel only. Like they cannot eat pork, but under grace they were free from that law, and it was fulfilled in Christ. Peter learned this when he saw the vision of the animals in acts and the unclean beasts.
° 12 In it were all kinds of animals and reptiles and birds of the air. 13 And there came a voice to him: “Rise, Peter; kill and eat.” 14 But Peter said, “By no means, Lord; for I have never eaten anything that is common or unclean.” 15 And the voice came to him again a second time, “What God has made clean, do not call common.” 16 This happened three times, and the thing was taken up at once to heaven. Acts 10:12-16
II. All believers must be Obedient to the Law (word) – 19 Therefore whoever relaxes one of the least of these commandments and teaches others to do the same will be called least in the kingdom of heaven, but whoever does them and teaches them will be called great in the kingdom of heaven.
a. Those who keep the least of the law will be called least in Heaven
• He never said they were not saved, he never said they were not going to get kicked out of heaven. But He did say they would be called the least in the kingdom. It does not make a difference what size your church is or who you are personally, if you are keeping the word and teaching the word you will be called great, and if you are barely keeping the word, just enough to get by you will be called out for it. I believe that there will be some type of punishment or penalty for it.
° 3 We ought always to give thanks to God for you, brothers, as is right, because your faith is growing abundantly, and the love of every one of you for one another is increasing. 4 Therefore we ourselves boast about you in the churches of God for your steadfastness and faith in all your persecutions and in the afflictions that you are enduring. 5 This is evidence of the righteous judgment of God, that you may be considered worthy of the kingdom of God, for which you are also suffering— 2 Thessalonians 1:3-5
b. Those who keep the law will be called great in Heaven
• There is a vast difference between small and great. The older I get the more I begin to see that there may be something to the different phases in heaven. There is a vase difference between small and great. Now what does this mean, I don’t know, but one thing I do know is this, some people will obey the word more than others, and this means that some will be greater than others.
° 11 Truly, I say to you, among those born of women there has arisen no one greater than John the Baptist. Yet the one who is least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he. Matthew 11:11
c. People break God’s word for two main reasons:
1. If they have never heard the word of God 
• We do have some inner spirit that gives us the right from wrong convictions when we have done something against the word of God, but someone may not understand why they have that conviction and where it comes from.
° 13 For it is not the hearers of the law who are righteous before God, but the doers of the law who will be justified. 14 For when Gentiles, who do not have the law, by nature do what the law requires, they are a law to themselves, even though they do not have the law. 15 They show that the work of the law is written on their hearts, while their conscience also bears witness, and their conflicting thoughts accuse or even excuse them 16 on that day when, according to my gospel, God judges the secrets of men by Christ Jesus. Romans 2:13-16
2. It was never impressed on their minds to keep His word
• You may have heard the word, you may even agree with what the word says, you may even read the word every day, but if you can’t or even won’t keep the word of God you will considered a law breaker. You can’t read it without obeying it.
° 11 Now the parable is this: The seed is the word of God. 12 The ones along the path are those who have heard; then the devil comes and takes away the word from their hearts, so that they may not believe and be saved. Luke 8:11, 12
III. Believers must be righteous and not religious – 20 For I tell you, unless your righteousness exceeds that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven. 
a. Righteous people will enter heaven
• Christians believes that Christ is the reason for their righteousness. Righteous people are saved by the blood of Jesus Christ. It is His righteousness that I claim to be forgiven of my sins. When I repent and confess, Christ forgives and cleanses me from all unrighteous.
° 8 If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 9 If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 1 John 1:8, 9
b. Religious people think that their religion is enough
• Religious people think that all they need is a certain brand of religion and that will be enough to get them into heaven. I am a Catholic, I am a Pentecostal, I am a Baptist, I am non-denominational, each one may suit your induvial needs but none of them will hold up to God’s magnifying glass. Fact is you can be religious and still not be a Christian.
° 34 Therefore I send you prophets and wise men and scribes, some of whom you will kill and crucify, and some you will flog in your synagogues and persecute from town to town, 35 so that on you may come all the righteous blood shed on earth, from the blood of innocent Abel to the blood of Zechariah the son of Barachiah, whom you murdered between the sanctuary and the altar. 36 Truly, I say to you, all these things will come upon this generation. Matthew 23:28-36
c. How can a righteous person enter heaven and a religious person cannot?
1. Religious people think ritual work is salvation
2. Religious people think God will accept the works a payment for sin
° 28 So you also outwardly appear righteous to others, but within you are full of hypocrisy and lawlessness. 29 “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you build the tombs of the prophets and decorate the monuments of the righteous, 30 saying, ‘If we had lived in the days of our fathers, we would not have taken part with them in shedding the blood of the prophets.’ 31 Thus you witness against yourselves that you are sons of those who murdered the prophets. 32 Fill up, then, the measure of your fathers. 33 You serpents, you brood of vipers, how are you to escape being sentenced to hell?


