L9 – The Deliverance of Faith - Daniel
Hebrews 11:33; Daniel 6:16-28

Intro: The story of Daniel in the lions’ den is one of the most dramatic incidents in the Bible.  The record of this incident is a great reinforcer to faith, it is a challenge to stand firm in a time of testing and trial, and it is a marvellous demonstration of the power of prayer. The record of Daniel in chapter 6 also provides us with a marvellous illustration of the present help that God gives to His people in times of trial and testing. In this study we will notice the faith of Daniel – the quiet trust that he had in his God! It is this quiet trust that God wants His people to enjoy.

I. True faith will always be tested in critical moments – Daniel was the Prime Minister, and at this time he was between 80 and 90 years of age. He was known for his faith in God, and his bond he had many Darius. 

a. Persecution is a part of the Christian life – 4 Then the presidents and the satraps sought to find a ground for complaint against Daniel with regard to the kingdom, but they could find no ground for complaint or any fault, because he was faithful, and no error or fault was found in him. 5 Then these men said, "We shall not find any ground for complaint against this Daniel unless we find it in connection with the law of his God." 
• Within the royal court of Darius, senior officials were intent on arranging Daniel’s downfall. This reality faces every Christian who is committed to steadfast faithfulness to the Lord. It is nearly impossible to remain wholly devoted to Jesus Christ without encountering some form of persecution. 
 
° 12 Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery trial when it comes upon you to test you, as though something strange were happening to you. 13 But rejoice insofar as you share Christ's sufferings, that you may also rejoice and be glad when his glory is revealed. 14 If you are insulted for the name of Christ, you are blessed, because the Spirit of glory and of God rests upon you. 1 Peter 4:12-14
b. People will despise you for your faith – 6 Then these presidents and satraps came by agreement to the king and said to him, "O King Darius, live forever! 7 All the presidents of the kingdom, the prefects and the satraps, the counselors and the governors are agreed that the king should establish an ordinance and enforce an injunction, that whoever makes petition to any god or man for thirty days, except to you, O king, shall be cast into the den of lions. 8 Now, O king, establish the injunction and sign the document, so that it cannot be changed, according to the law of the Medes and the Persians, which cannot be revoked." 9 Therefore King Darius signed the document and injunction.
• Had Daniel been weak in the faith he would surely have given up his worship of God, his prayer loyalty of years, and he would have found some excuses for not obeying the orders of his enemies, but he remained loyal in the hour of testing. This made his enemies jealous, envious, and loathsome. 

° 5 To you they cried and were rescued; in you they trusted and were not put to shame. 6 But I am a worm and not a man, scorned by mankind and despised by the people. Psalms 22:5, 6
c. Testing will not shame the faithful – 10 When Daniel knew that the document had been signed, he went to his house where he had windows in his upper chamber open toward Jerusalem. He got down on his knees three times a day and prayed and gave thanks before his God, as he had done previously. 
• What a great verse this is! Here is this man carrying on just as if his enemies were not against him and determined to bring about his downfall. Soon his enemies made things really hot for him. They got Daniel in their net. Then Daniel was thrown to the lions. Daniel’s faith was found in the Loins den.

° 9 I have told the glad news of deliverance in the great congregation; behold, I have not restrained my lips, as you know, O Lord. 10 I have not hidden your deliverance within my heart; I have spoken of your faithfulness and your salvation; I have not concealed your steadfast love and your faithfulness from the great congregation. Ps. 40:9, 10
d. Our faith will never stop being tested – 16 Then the king commanded, and Daniel was brought and cast into the den of lions. The king declared to Daniel, "May your God, whom you serve continually, deliver you!" 17 And a stone was brought and laid on the mouth of the den, and the king sealed it with his own signet and with the signet of his lords, that nothing might be changed concerning Daniel. 
• Was the stone for Daniel, he is ninety years old, or was it for the Lions? Are you in some lions’ den, some tight spot, with people against you, being persecuted for righteousness’ sake, in the den of sin, of temptation or of despair? The old devil just keeps coming. He tempted Christ three time during the great temptation (Mat. 4). Did he stop there? No, look at Mat. 8:33.
° 33 The herdsmen fled, and going into the city they told everything, especially what had happened to the demon-possessed men. 34 And behold, all the city came out to meet Jesus, and when they saw him, they begged him to leave their region. Matthew 8:33, 34
II. True faith will always prove significant – 18 Then the king went to his palace and spent the night fasting; no diversions were brought to him, and sleep fled from him. 19 Then, at break of day, the king arose and went in haste to the den of lions. 
a. Your faith is significant in your time of darkness – “Then the king went to his palace and spent the night fasting; no diversions were brought to him, and sleep fled from him.

• Your faith is important to have when you are in the bleakest time in your life. It is in this time when your faith will be tested, and you will be tried. It is your faith that will help pull you through what seems impossible moments. 

° 6 For God, who said, "Let light shine out of darkness," has shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. 7 But we have this treasure in jars of clay, to show that the surpassing power belongs to God and not to us. 8 We are afflicted in every way, but not crushed; perplexed, but not driven to despair; 9 persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down, but not destroyed; 10 always carrying in the body the death of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus may also be manifested in our bodies. 11 For we who live are always being given over to death for Jesus' sake, so that the life of Jesus also may be manifested in our mortal flesh. 12 So death is at work in us, but life in you. 2 Corinthians 4:6-12
b. Your faith is significant in your time of danger

• Daniel, despite being a devout man, was cast into the lions' den. Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego declared, "We may be burned, but we will not bow." Paul and Silas lifted their voices in praise to God while imprisoned, Stephen worshipped Christ even as he was being stoned, and Paul continued sharing the gospel with the Roman soldiers up to the very moment of his execution. So, yes, I believed that Daniel may have said “here kitty, kitty, kitty”.

° 3 When I am afraid, I put my trust in you. 4 In God, whose word I praise, in God I trust; I shall not be afraid. What can flesh do to me? Psalms 56:3, 4
III. True faith will always bring deliverance (vs. 20-23). 

a. The power that delivered Daniel was God’s power

• In other words, “Governor you have nothing to do with this, it was my God who delivered me and not you”. Upon realizing Daniel had survived, Darius was overwhelmed with happiness and ordered him to be brought out of the lions' den. This event demonstrated to Darius the authenticity of genuine faith in God, revealing His ability to govern events and rescue those who place their trust in Him. For a month, the people of Darius' kingdom had referred to him as a god, yet Daniel remained devoted to the one true God, who accomplished what Darius could not—He closed the lions’ mouths and protected the faithful. 
 
° 19 Therefore let those who suffer according to God's will entrust their souls to a faithful Creator while doing good. 1 Peter 4:19
b. The lion’s den teaches us today that we can be delivered from:

1. Fear

• It is the same power that delivered Daniel from the lion’s den, this same power that will deliver us from that same fear. We need to preach again faith over fear will win every time. Daniel shows us how we should have faith over fear.

° 4 I sought the Lord, and he answered me and delivered me from all my fears. Psalms 34:4
2. Doubt

• There is a heathy and protective doubt we all use in life. When a person jumps out of a airplane with no parachute you are going the say that “I doubt that he will survive the impact.” This keeps you from making the same mistake. But with God, we should never doubt Him because he never makes a mistake. I believe that Daniel never doubted that the Lord would save him.

° 31 Jesus immediately reached out his hand and took hold of him, saying to him, "O you of little faith, why did you doubt?" Matthew 14:31
3. Worry

• This is probably one of the most cumbersome problems Christians deal with – worry. Worry about bills, worry about children, worry about family, worry about health, so on and so on. We even get so wrapped up about elections we lose our humanity. This is what Daniel was dealing with – politics. He was punished for praying and not following Darius’ law of king’s worship. 

° 6 do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. 7 And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. Philippians 4:6, 7
4. our sin 

• We think that the devil is our worst enemy, and he is our enemy, but what we have to deal with is worse than the devil, our own personal sin. The devil does not send us to hell – our sin does. While Daniel was sent to face the lions because of his righteousness, it was the sins of others that Daniel had to deal with.

° 25 Consequently, he is able to save to the uttermost those who draw near to God through him, since he always lives to make intercession for them. Hebrews 7:25
IV. True faith will always glorify God – 22 My God sent his angel and shut the lions' mouths, and they have not harmed me, because I was found blameless before him; and also before you, O king, I have done no harm." 23 Then the king was exceedingly glad, and commanded that Daniel be taken up out of the den. So Daniel was taken up out of the den, and no kind of harm was found on him, because he had trusted in his God. 24 And the king commanded, and those men who had maliciously accused Daniel were brought and cast into the den of lions—they, their children, and their wives. And before they reached the bottom of the den, the lions overpowered them and broke all their bones in pieces. 25 Then King Darius wrote to all the peoples, nations, and languages that dwell in all the earth: "Peace be multiplied to you. 26 I make a decree, that in all my royal dominion people are to tremble and fear before the God of Daniel, for he is the living God, enduring forever; his kingdom shall never be destroyed, and his dominion shall be to the end. 27 He delivers and rescues; he works signs and wonders in heaven and on earth, he who has saved Daniel from the power of the lions." 
• How thrilled and humbled this great man of God must have been when in answer to his own prayer, and because of his own faithfulness and trust in God, Darius was led to give this great testimony! There is one verse which in a special way sums up the story of Daniel in the lions’ den – it is Proverbs 16:7.

° 17 The highway of the upright turns aside from evil; whoever guards his way preserves his life. Proverbs 16:17

