L4 – Making hard and painful decisions – pt. 2
Acts 20:28-37
[bookmark: _Hlk194414255][bookmark: _Hlk194415181]Intro: 27 for I did not shrink from declaring to you the whole counsel of God. 28 Pay careful attention to yourselves and to all the flock, in which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to care for the church of God, which he obtained with his own blood. 29 I know that after my departure fierce wolves will come in among you, not sparing the flock; 30 and from among your own selves will arise men speaking twisted things, to draw away the disciples after them. 31 Therefore be alert, remembering that for three years I did not cease night or day to admonish everyone with tears. 32 And now I commend you to God and to the word of his grace, which is able to build you up and to give you the inheritance among all those who are sanctified. 33 I coveted no one’s silver or gold or apparel. 34 You yourselves know that these hands ministered to my necessities and to those who were with me. 35 In all things I have shown you that by working hard in this way we must help the weak and remember the words of the Lord Jesus, how he himself said, ‘It is more blessed to give than to receive.’” 36 And when he had said these things, he knelt down and prayed with them all. 37 And there was much weeping on the part of all; they embraced Paul and kissed him, 38 being sorrowful most of all because of the word he had spoken, that they would not see his face again. And they accompanied him to the ship. 
I. Paul passes the torch to fellow labors – 27 for I did not shrink from declaring to you the whole counsel of God. 28 Pay careful attention to yourselves and to all the flock, in which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to care for the church of God, which he obtained with his own blood.
a. Paul challenged Pastors to watch their flock
1. He must guard against false teachers
° 17 I appeal to you, brothers, to watch out for those who cause divisions and create obstacles contrary to the doctrine that you have been taught; avoid them. Romans 16:17
2. He must guard against an unforgiving spirit
° 15 See to it that no one fails to obtain the grace of God; that no “root of bitterness” springs up and causes trouble, and by it many become defiled; 16 that no one is sexually immoral or unholy like Esau, who sold his birthright for a single meal. Hebrews 12:15, 16
3. He must guard against selfish ego and personal sins
° 2 When pride comes, then comes disgrace, but with the humble is wisdom. Proverbs 11:2
4. He must preach sound doctrine
° 7 For an overseer, as God’s steward, must be above reproach. He must not be arrogant or quick-tempered or a drunkard or violent or greedy for gain, 8 but hospitable, a lover of good, self-controlled, upright, holy, and disciplined. 9 He must hold firm to the trustworthy word as taught, so that he may be able to give instruction in sound doctrine and also to rebuke those who contradict it. Titus 1:7-9
5. He must allow room for failure 
° 16 for the righteous falls seven times and rises again, but the wicked stumble in times of calamity. Proverbs 24:16
b. Paul teaches us that the Holy Spirit gives out leadership gifts
• If the Holy Spirit teaches us then the Holy Spirit can lead us, which will lead to us having leadership skills. They come as a package deal.
° 13 When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all the truth, for he will not speak on his own authority, but whatever he hears he will speak, and he will declare to you the things that are to come. 14 He will glorify me, for he will take what is mine and declare it to you. 15 All that the Father has is mine; therefore I said that he will take what is mine and declare it to you. John 16:13-15
[bookmark: _Hlk194355004][bookmark: _Hlk194355059]II. The power of church ministry comes from the blood of Christ – 28 Pay careful attention to yourselves and to all the flock, in which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to care for the church of God, which he obtained with his own blood. 29 I know that after my departure fierce wolves will come in among you, not sparing the flock; 30 and from among your own selves will arise men speaking twisted things, to draw away the disciples after them. 31 Therefore be alert, remembering that for three years I did not cease night or day to admonish everyone with tears.
a. Paul challenged Pastors to watch all the flock – “I know that after my departure fierce wolves will come in among you, not sparing the flock”
• From a Pastor’s perspective this is one of my greatest concerns and that is “so called” Pastors are not watching their flock and keeping them away from false teachers, false prophets, the cults, and occults. All they are concerned about is getting their popularity and money while selling their latest best-selling book that someone else wrote.
° 24 He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, that we might die to sin and live to righteousness. By his wounds you have been healed. 
25 For you were straying like sheep, but have now returned to the Shepherd and Overseer of your souls. 1 Peter 2:24, 25
b. Sheep can be known to wander directly into danger – “and from among your own selves will arise men speaking twisted things”
• I had a young woman in my church who thought that Joyce Myers was God sent, and anything that she is in contact with comes from a false prophet mentality. She got so mad at me she left the church only to find out that I was right. She has never apologized or said thank you Pastor Mike for watching out for me. Just you’re a hater and should not be saying anything against her beloved.
° 1 So I exhort the elders among you, as a fellow elder and a witness of the sufferings of Christ, as well as a partaker in the glory that is going to be revealed: 2 shepherd the flock of God that is among you, exercising oversight, not under compulsion, but willingly, as God would have you; not for shameful gain, but eagerly; 3 not domineering over those in your charge, but being examples to the flock. 1 Peter 5:1-3
c. Sheep are known to quickly forget danger – “to draw away the disciples after them. 31 Therefore be alert, remembering that for three years I did not cease night or day to admonish everyone with tears.
• Paul just said that when he dies the wolves will come in and still the sheep away from the church. Think about it, they are Christan and now Paul died they are wondering like a sheep without a shepherd. They quickly forget what the dangers of the devil.
° 15 But my people have forgotten me; they make offerings to false gods; they made them stumble in their ways, in the ancient roads, and to walk into side roads, not the highway, Jeremiah 18:15
III. Make the decision to live for God and His grace – 32 And now I commend you to God and to the word of his grace, which is able to build you up and to give you the inheritance among all those who are sanctified.
a. God’s grace is able to build you up
• God’s grace was given for us to apply in our lives. It was so to help you and guide you throughout your Christian walk. 
° 4 As you come to him, a living stone rejected by men but in the sight of God chosen and precious, 5 you yourselves like living stones are being built up as a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 1 Peter 2:4, 5
b. God’s grace is able to give you an inheritance
• How can God’s grace give us an inheritance? First, we have inherited his word to help guide us. Second, the word has taught us that if we repent, “He will in never cast out”. This is eternal life, and the greatest gift God could grant us through His Son Jesus Christ.
° 37 All that the Father gives me will come to me, and whoever comes to me I will never cast out. John 6:37
IV. Make the decision to work hard – 33 I coveted no one’s silver or gold or apparel. 34 You yourselves know that these hands ministered to my necessities and to those who were with me. 35 In all things I have shown you that by working hard in this way we must help the weak and remember the words of the Lord Jesus, how he himself said, ‘It is more blessed to give than to receive.
a. Paul’s ministry was not based on riches – “I coveted no one’s silver or gold or apparel”
• Note what he says after this “You yourselves know that these hands ministered to my necessities and to those who were with me”. He did not call for donations to help his personal well-fair. So, tell Kenneth Copland, Jesse Duplantis, and all the other fake false and hypocritical prophets of the health and wealth doctrine to take a hike.
° 19 “Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and where thieves break in and steal, 20 but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal. 21 For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. Matthew 6:19-21
° 22 The blessing of the Lord makes rich, and he adds no sorrow with it[footnoteRef:1]. Proverbs 10:22 [1:  This could be translated “and toils adds nothing to it”.] 

b. Paul was not considered lazy in his work 
• We need to make the decision to work hard in the ministry of Jesus. Paul made this clear about being lazy, “if you don’t work you don’t eat”. Christians do not believe that we should not take care of the poor or crippled, but we do believe that the people who could work can and should work so they can feed themselves.
° 10 For even when we were with you, we would give you this command: If anyone is not willing to work, let him not eat. 11 For we hear that some among you walk in idleness, not busy at work, but busybodies. 12 Now such persons we command and encourage in the Lord Jesus Christ to do their work quietly and to earn their own living. 2 Thessalonians 3:10-12
[bookmark: _Hlk194415414]V. Decide to make these things a part of your life: – 36 And when he had said these things, he knelt down and prayed with them all. 37 And there was much weeping on the part of all; they embraced Paul and kissed him, 38 being sorrowful most of all because of the word he had spoken, that they would not see his face again. And they accompanied him to the ship. 
 a. Have a strong prayer life – “he knelt down and prayed with them all”
• They knew. Paul was going to Jerusalem to be arrested and then be led to be beheaded for his faith. They knew what was waiting for Paul – Death. But they also knew that Paul was not going to let that future stop him from going and ministering to the people in Rome. What would you do if you knew going to a city you would face certain death?
° 16 Rejoice always, 17 pray without ceasing, 18 give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you. 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18
b. Have compassion for the ministry of Christ – “there was much weeping on the part of all”
• Probably this is one of the most important things we can do in ministry and that is to have compassion for people. Large and mega churches are known for fake robot compassion, and yes you can fake compassion. Real compassion comes for your work worth towards those who are in need and less from your wallet compassion that keeps you at a distance from getting involved.
° 35 And Jesus went throughout all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues and proclaiming the gospel of the kingdom and healing every disease and every affliction. 36 When he saw the crowds, he had compassion for them, because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. 37 Then he said to his disciples, “The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few; 38 therefore pray earnestly to the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his harvest.” Matthew 9:35-38

