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Acts 20:17-27
[bookmark: _Hlk194266118][bookmark: _Hlk193831315][bookmark: _Hlk193831778][bookmark: _Hlk193831862][bookmark: _Hlk193818140]Intro: 17 Now from Miletus he sent to Ephesus and called the elders of the church to come to him. 18 And when they came to him, he said to them: “You yourselves know how I lived among you the whole time from the first day that I set foot in Asia, 19 serving the Lord with all humility and with tears and with trials that happened to me through the plots of the Jews; 20 how I did not shrink from declaring to you anything that was profitable, and teaching you in public and from house to house, 21 testifying both to Jews and to Greeks of repentance toward God and of faith in our Lord Jesus Christ. 22 And now, behold, I am going to Jerusalem, constrained by the Spirit, not knowing what will happen to me there, 23 except that the Holy Spirit testifies to me in every city that imprisonment and afflictions await me. 24 But I do not account my life of any value nor as precious to myself, if only I may finish my course and the ministry that I received from the Lord Jesus, to testify to the gospel of the grace of God. 25 And now, behold, I know that none of you among whom I have gone about proclaiming the kingdom will see my face again. 
26 Therefore I testify to you this day that I am innocent of the blood of all of you, 27 for I did not shrink from declaring to you the whole counsel of God.
• Pual was coming to the end of his ministry and was warned in the next chapter not to go to Jerusalem because he would be killed if he did (I believe he already knew something would happen), and he went anyway. Why? Because of the ministry. He needed to share with his homeland the gospel even when he knew what they were going to do. Decision is sometimes doing the right thing even when you know that there will be pain when you do. But we must get through what made Paul come to these decisions before we get to the actual decisions being made. 
° 10 While we were staying for many days, a prophet named Agabus came down from Judea. 11 And coming to us, he took Paul’s belt and bound his own feet and hands and said, “Thus says the Holy Spirit, ‘This is how the Jews at Jerusalem will bind the man who owns this belt and deliver him into the hands of the Gentiles.’ ” 12 When we heard this, we and the people there urged him not to go up to Jerusalem. 13 Then Paul answered, “What are you doing, weeping and breaking my heart? For I am ready not only to be imprisoned but even to die in Jerusalem for the name of the Lord Jesus.” 14 And since he would not be persuaded, we ceased and said, “Let the will of the Lord be done.” 15 After these days we got ready and went up to Jerusalem. 16 And some of the disciples from Caesarea went with us, bringing us to the house of Mnason of Cyprus, an early disciple, with whom we should lodge. Acts 21:10-16
I. Paul was totally committed to the ministry – 17 Now from Miletus he sent to Ephesus and called the elders of the church to come to him. 18 And when they came to him, he said to them: “You yourselves know how I lived among you the whole time from the first day that I set foot in Asia, 19 serving the Lord with all humility and with tears and with trials that happened to me through the plots of the Jews;
a. He severed the Lord with meekness – “19 serving the Lord with all humility . . .”
• Being humble in ministry is a lost moral action the church has been engaged in for years. Their Pastors ego’s is set on being in the moral high ground more than their congregation.
° 29 Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 30 For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.” Matthew 11:29, 30
b. He severed the Lord with passion – “19 serving the Lord with all . . . tears and with trials that happened
• He had cried many tears. Through souls being changed and lives being changed he would cry, and through the pain of being stoned, beaten and shipped wreck you can be assure that there were a few tears of pain being shed by Paul.
° 23 Whatever you do, work heartily (passion[footnoteRef:1]), as for the Lord and not for men, 24 knowing that from the Lord you will receive the inheritance as your reward. You are serving the Lord Christ. 25 For the wrongdoer will be paid back for the wrong he has done, and there is no partiality. Colossians 3:23-25 [1:  This is my word and not ESV. It means to be lively with passion.] 

c. He severed the Lord through trails – “19 serving the Lord with . . . trials that happened”
• When making decisions while suffering should start with “though he slay me, I will still trust Him.” Serving God on the mountain is easy, serving the Lord in the valley should not be challenging.
° 15 Though he slay me, I will hope in him; yet I will argue my ways to his face. Job 13:15
II. Paul gives us a testimony for evangelism – 20 how I did not shrink from declaring to you anything that was profitable, and teaching you in public and from house to house, 21 testifying both to Jews and to Greeks of repentance toward God and of faith in our Lord Jesus Christ.
a. Paul taught the whole gospel plain and simple
• Making right decisions should be led by to things: Teach the gospel plainly and make salvation simple. That’s it. When we start making this more difficult than it is we will lose people spiritually.
° 3 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ, 4 who gave himself for our sins to deliver us from the present evil age, according to the will of our God and Father, 5 to whom be the glory forever and ever. Amen. Galatians 1:3-5
b. Paul ministered in public and in private 
• It does not matter where we evangelize, we just need to decide to commit to doing it. Paul would preach to huge crowds to just individual people. Jesus would do the same preaching to thousands to a woman at a well. We should be willing to do the same.
° 15 Nor do people light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a stand, and it gives light to all in the house. 16 In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father who is in heaven. Matthew 5:15, 16
c. Paul did not discriminate on who would receive the gospel
• The Paul never discriminated against anyone. What the bible discriminates against is sin and what we have done in life is discriminate against each other because of sin. Sin divides us based on color. Christ died so that we will not discriminate each other.
° 1 My brothers, show no partiality as you hold the faith in our Lord Jesus Christ, the Lord of glory. James 2:1 
III. Paul had a zeal to reach to the lost – 22 And now, behold, I am going to Jerusalem, constrained by the Spirit, not knowing what will happen to me there,
a. The Spirit led him to go to Jerusalem 
• Here Paul starts to describe present and future state. The words, “bound in the Spirit” is referring to the Holy Spirit’s guidance in the apostle’s life. Paul’s reason for going to Jerusalem, though not stated, evidently was to take the offering from churches to the poor saints in Jerusalem. In other word Paul was duty bound by the Holy Spirit to go to Jerusalem. The understanding was that in the church, at this time, Jerusalem was where death was waiting. It would it be in Jerusalem were he will be arrested and in Rome will be tried, convicted, and sentenced to death.
° 14 For all who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God. Romans 8:14
b. Paul decided to go to Jerusalem knowing the dangers
• What would you do if you knew that the possibility that you going to work would be the last time you would see your family and that you were going to die. What would you do? It takes a strong spirit to give up your life for others.
° 12 “This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. 13 Greater love has no one than this, that someone lay down his life for his friends. John 15:12, 13
IV. Paul’s decision and willingness to suffer – 23 except that the Holy Spirit testifies to me in every city that imprisonment and afflictions await me.
a. Paul put others before himself
• Paul was willing to suffer so that others could hear the gospel. His goal was to reach as many as possible even at his own suffering and demise.
° 12 Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets who were before you. Matthew 5:12
b. Paul desired to witness to his own people
• Paul was a missionary to the Gentiles but that didn’t mean he would not share the gospel to Isreal. Paul spent years witnessing to the Gentiles[footnoteRef:2] and now at the end of his life is now witnessing to his people. [2:  Thanks to the two unsung hero missionaries in Acts where they were witnessing to the Gentles with great success. And people in Jer. Got word sent Barnabas who ask the church to send Paul, and this is where Paul and Barnabas got the missionary call to the Gentiles (Acts 11:19-23).] 

° 1 I am speaking the truth in Christ—I am not lying; my conscience bears me witness in the Holy Spirit— 2 that I have great sorrow and unceasing anguish in my heart. 
3 For I could wish that I myself were accursed and cut off from Christ for the sake of my brothers, my kinsmen according to the flesh. 4 They are Israelites, and to them belong the adoption, the glory, the covenants, the giving of the law, the worship, and the promises. 5 To them belong the patriarchs, and from their race, according to the flesh, is the Christ who is God over all, blessed forever. Amen. Romans 9:1-5
[bookmark: _Hlk193831509][bookmark: _Hlk193831598][bookmark: _Hlk193831651]V. Paul’s decision to finish what God had called him to do – 24 But I do not account my life of any value nor as precious to myself, if only I may finish my course and the ministry that I received from the Lord Jesus, to testify to the gospel of the grace of God.
a. To finish life with a humble spirit – “I do not account my life of any value”
• This does not mean that Paul was suicidal. But this is telling of Pual’s passion for others more than himself. This is the first thing that must be accepted, preached, and lived in our life is being humble.
° 36 Be merciful, even as your Father is merciful. Luke 6:36
b. To finish what has been started – “if only I may finish my course and the ministry that I received from the Lord Jesus
• Commitment is one of the hardest things to do. Starting something and finishing it is a moral conviction that we don’t want to teach anymore. What we teach is that you can start with a team and if the team does not work in your favor, you can enter the transfer portal to a new school that has more money. We have no value in commitment anymore. Paul taught us to finish the ministry that the Lord has given us.
° 14 “Now therefore fear the Lord and serve him in sincerity and in faithfulness. Put away the gods that your fathers served beyond the River and in Egypt, and serve the Lord. Joshua 24:14
c. To finish this life testifying of God’s grace – “testify to the gospel of the grace of God”
• To testify (diamartyromai) means “to attest or protest earnestly, or charge, testify, witness.” What Paul is saying here is we are to witness by exhorting and encouraging with passion the good graces of Jesus Christ.
° 12 By Silvanus, a faithful brother as I regard him, I have written briefly to you, exhorting and declaring that this is the true grace of God. Stand firm in it. 1 Peter 5:12
VI. Paul made decisions about his future – “25 And now, behold, I know that none of you among whom I have gone about proclaiming the kingdom will see my face again.
a. Paul understood that his time was near
• Paul was going to finish his ministry strong. His desire was to not slow down but keep going to the end of his life. I know that this drive is to finish what God has given. There is no retirement plan to stop ministering to the people until the day we die.
° 20 as it is my eager expectation and hope that I will not be at all ashamed, but that with full courage now as always Christ will be honored in my body, whether by life or by death. 21 For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain. 22 If I am to live in the flesh, that means fruitful labor for me. Yet which I shall choose I cannot tell. 23 I am hard pressed between the two. My desire is to depart and be with Christ, for that is far better. 24 But to remain in the flesh is more necessary on your account. 25 Convinced of this, I know that I will remain and continue with you all, for your progress and joy in the faith, 26 so that in me you may have ample cause to glory in Christ Jesus, because of my coming to you again. Philippians 1:20-26
b. Paul showed his love for the ministry 
• As you read this you see just how passionate Paul was about the people that he won to the Lord, and he seemed to be saying that he would miss them. This is just me.
° 13 For you were called to freedom, brothers. Only do not use your freedom as an opportunity for the flesh, but through love serve one another. 14 For the whole law is fulfilled in one word: “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” 15 But if you bite and devour one another, watch out that you are not consumed by one another. Galatians 5:13-15
VII. Paul’s life decisions has given him a clear conscience – 26 Therefore I testify to you this day that I am innocent of the blood of all of you, 27 for I did not shrink from 27 for I did not shrink from declaring to you the whole counsel of God.
a. Paul was free from guilt 
• He did not have a guilty conscience. Their innocent blood was not going to be on Paul’s soul. He did what the Great Commission had told him to do. He did what Jesus had called Him to do, win souls to Jesus Christ.
° 16 So I always take pains to have a clear conscience toward both God and man. Acts 24:16
b. He did not hold back his responsibilities before the people – “27 for I did not shrink from declaring to you the whole counsel of God.
• He left it all on the table, he didn’t leave anything to want. He poured his-everything into his ministry. The word shunned (hypostellō) means to shrink. Paul didn’t, in anyway shortchange anybody in his time ministering to the people.
° 24 Now I rejoice in my sufferings for your sake, and in my flesh I am filling up what is lacking in Christ’s afflictions for the sake of his body, that is, the church, 25 of which I became a minister according to the stewardship from God that was given to me for you, to make the word of God fully known, 26 the mystery hidden for ages and generations but now revealed to his saints. Colossians 1:24-26




