L9 – The Calling of a very Select Group of Workers
Mat. 4:18-22
[bookmark: _Hlk119438020] Intro: 18 While walking by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon (who is called Peter) and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea, for they were fishermen. 19 And he said to them, “Follow me, and I will make you fishers of men.” 20 Immediately they left their nets and followed him. 21 And going on from there he saw two other brothers, James the son of Zebedee and John his brother, in the boat with Zebedee their father, mending their nets, and he called them. 22 Immediately they left the boat and their father and followed him. 
• Jesus calls His disciples in stages. There was the first tier, then there were the second tier, and then there were others that followed him that we don’t know hardly anything about.
I. Jesus calls His first group – 18 While walking by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon (who is called Peter) and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea, for they were fishermen. 19 And he said to them, “Follow me, and I will make you fishers of men.” 20 Immediately they left their nets and followed him.
a. Jesus called brothers Peter and Andrew into the ministry
• The character of these men was because of their parents. They taught them to love and care for each other; to work together and they did for the rest of their lives. This would lead to them loving and caring for each other.
° 40 One of the two who heard John speak and followed Jesus was Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother. 41 He first found his own brother Simon and said to him, “We have found the Messiah” (which means Christ). 42 He brought him to Jesus. Jesus looked at him and said, “So you are Simon the son of John? You shall be called Cephas” (which means Peter). John 1:40-42
b. Jesus calls us to follow Him
• First, we are called to have a personal relationship of Jesus first, then we are called to follow Him after salvation is called is just vital. There must be a personal relationship first and this needs to be pointed out before baptism, and any other work of the church. 
° 47 “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into the sea and gathered fish of every kind. Matthew 13:47
c. Jesus calls us to be fishers of men
• We are called to be catchers with men. That is what fisherman do, they go and catch fish from the waters of life. This may stretch the meaning just a bit, but I would like to think that the meaning would be seen clearly hear. We need to lure, draw, attract, people out of the water of sin any way we can.
° 47 “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into the sea and gathered fish of every kind. 48 When it was full, men drew it ashore and sat down and sorted the good into containers but threw away the bad. Matthew 13:47, 48
d. Jesus call us to make sacrifices for the ministry 
• They had to leave everything behind; family, friends, work, money, and anything that would tie them down and keep them from following Christ.
° 33 So therefore, any one of you who does not renounce all that he has cannot be my disciple. Luke 14:33
e. The disciples respond to Christ call immediately 
• The response to the call was immediate. I have a personal testimony with this one. I accepted the call to preach the gospel the very day I got saved. I know it just a sure as I know the sky will be blue tomorrow. My pastor at the time groomed my, taught me, and then one day threw me in the middle of a service and you’re preaching tonight, and I have not looked back since. It has been going on now for almost 40 years.
° 2 preach the word; be ready in season and out of season; reprove, rebuke, and exhort, with complete patience and teaching. 2 Timothy 4:2
[bookmark: _Hlk214154098]II. Jesus calls His second group – 21 And going on from there he saw two other brothers, James the son of Zebedee and John his brother, in the boat with Zebedee their father, mending their nets, and he called them. 22 Immediately they left the boat and their father and followed him. 
a. They were hardworking 
• This was not your typical fishing tournament. They worked hard to not only feed their families but use their business to sell to the markets for monies that will be provided for the family. And if you know anything about fishing there are days on which you can’t miss, and then there are days where you catch nothing and lose money. It really is a hit and miss industry.
° 4 And when he had finished speaking, he said to Simon, “Put out into the deep and let down your nets for a catch.” 5 And Simon answered, “Master, we toiled all night and took nothing! But at your word I will let down the nets.” Luke 5:4, 5
b. They were called to leave their families
• The cost to follow Christ would be great. This was something that needs to be discussed thoroughly. Is Jesus asking them to turn their backs on their families, is Jesus telling the to deny them to the point of disowning them and who they are as kin, is Jesus asking them to leave their families for good and never to return? The answer to these questions is no, He is just telling them to follow Him first before His family. 
° 25 Now great crowds accompanied him, and he turned and said to them, 26 “If anyone comes to me and does not hate his own father and mother and wife and children and brothers and sisters, yes, and even his own life, he cannot be my disciple. Luke 14:25, 26
c. They were called to leave their family business
• This was their lively hood. If you could find good work, it was a blessing. Jobs were scarce, life was hard, and there was a big gap between the rich and the poor. If you work for yourself, you would have been considered middle class, if you had people working for you would have been considered rich. If you work for the government, you will be rich. Now leaving your family business would have been a big deal.
° 33 But seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things will be added to you. Matthew 6:33
[bookmark: _Hlk214154319]III. There were other disciples that followed Christ – 66 After this many of his disciples turned back and no longer walked with him. John 6:66 
a. You don’t have to be an original to follow Christ
b. All stages of discipleship are important
• While there were different tiers in the discipleship hierarchy. Make no mistake that the one at the lower level of the system of leadership had just as much responsibility as the original twelve. There are several of these disciples that are in the bible, I will just name three.
° Justin – Just missed out on being promoted to the first-tier group in Acts 1:24-26
° Mathias – He was promoted to the first tier to replace Judas in Acts 1:24-26
• There was a no name disciple that the first-tier disciples’ thought had step out of his place as assumed responsibility of casting out demons that were not in the first tier in Mark 9:38-41.

