L21 – The Five Star Witnesses for Jesus
Jn. 5:31-39
Intro: 30 “I can do nothing on my own. As I hear, I judge, and my judgment is just, because I seek not my own will but the will of him who sent me. 31 If I alone bear witness about myself, my testimony is not deemed true. 32 There is another who bears witness about me, and I know that the testimony that he bears about me is true. 33 You sent to John, and he has borne witness to the truth. 34 Not that the testimony that I receive is from man, but I say these things so that you may be saved. 35 He was a burning and shining lamp, and you were willing to rejoice for a while in his light. 36 But the testimony that I have is greater than that of John. For the works that the Father has given me to accomplish, the very works that I am doing, bear witness about me that the Father has sent me. 37 And the Father who sent me has himself borne witness about me. His voice you have never heard, his form you have never seen, 38 and you do not have his word abiding in you, for you do not believe the one whom he has sent. 39 You search the Scriptures because you think that in them you have eternal life; and it is they that bear witness about me

1. The Theme of the Gospel of John: "The __Word__ Became Flesh"
2. The Purpose of the Gospel of John: "That We May __Believe___
3. A person own testimony was to be considered unsuitable
4. This should be the number one law of any society – validation

• Jesus Himself had to be validated. There is nothing wrong with showing others who you are. Wither it is with an ID, birth certificate, social security number, all of this is to show other the proof of who you are. The lucky thing for us today we can carry these things with us, Jesus didn’t have that luxury so He used other means to prove He was God in the flesh.

º In your Law it is written that the testimony of two people is true. John 8:17

º 15 “A single witness shall not suffice against a person for any crime or for any wrong in connection with any offense that he has committed. Only on the evidence of two witnesses or of three witnesses shall a charge be established. Dt 19:15.

º 6 On the evidence of two witnesses or of three witnesses the one who is to die shall be put to death; a person shall not be put to death on the evidence of one witness. Dt 17:6.

I. The first Witness: the Holy Spirit – 32 There is another who bears witness about me, and I know that the testimony that he bears about me is true.

a. The Holy Spirit has already been given to Christ “without measure” 

• 34 For he whom God has sent utters the words of God, for he gives the Spirit without measure. John 3:34

• The working of the Holy Spirit is to point us to Christ – “But when the Helper comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, the Spirit of truth, who proceeds from the Father, he will bear witness about me. John 15:26

b. There seems to be an unwavering confidence in the Holy Spirit’s Witness – “I know that”
1. He knew the truth of the witness – the Holy Spirit
2. He knew that the witness and the work of the Holy Spirit

[bookmark: _Hlk77367546]• “When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all the truth, for he will not speak on his own authority, but whatever he hears he will speak, and he will declare to you the things that are to come. 14 He will glorify me, for he will take what is mine and declare it to you.” John 16:13-14

II. The Second Witness: John the Baptist – 33 You sent to John, and he has borne witness to the truth. 34 Not that the testimony that I receive is from man, but I say these things so that you may be saved. 35 He was a burning and shining lamp, and you were willing to rejoice for a while in his light.

a. The Phrase “borne witness” is a settled and ongoing witness

[bookmark: _Hlk77365586][bookmark: _Hlk77367673]• John’s witness was not some fly-by night thing, where he would witness for the God in the flesh and be forgotten in the pages of history. Never to be heard from again. No, my friend his witness still continues today, now and for always continue to testify of that the Word came and dwelt among us.

b. The Phrase “the truth” are a reference to Christ Himself

• The witness John give is true because he is speaking of the one Truth and that is Christ Jesus. Further witness came from John the Baptist (see 1:6-8). His testimony that Jesus was the Christ was necessary for the Jews, not Jesus. They all knew he preached the truth. He shone brightly for a while, and some of the Jews enjoyed the light he brought them. But they did not really understand his message or receive the illuminating revelation concerning the one to whom John gave witness—Jesus, the Son of God” (Life Application New Testament Commentary, Bruce B. Barton, pg. 396)

c. Jesus does not need the testimony from man

• The point of this is clear, Jesus does not need the verification from man when discussing eternal things. The testimony of God’s Son should be counted the strongest of any witnesses has to offer, but sadly its not. It is interesting to note that Jesus rebukes Nicodemus for not receiving His witness and let it be enough for his believe.

° “Truly, truly, I say to you, we speak of what we know, and bear witness to what we have seen, but you do not receive our testimony” John 3:11. 

d. Jesus is reaching out to all to be saved

• John witness was just that, to testify of Christ coming to save the world from sin – “The next day he saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, “Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world” John 1:29!

e. John was a burning and shining light for Jesus

• His testimony that Jesus was the Christ was necessary for the Jews, not Jesus. They all knew he preached the truth. He light was shining brightly for a while, and they enjoyed it until the True Light started shinning out the errors and sin in their lives, then they turn on him and the Light.

° “And this is the judgment: the light has come into the world, and people loved the darkness rather than the light because their works were evil” John 3:19 (ESV)
III. The Third Witness: His Wondrous Works – 36 But the testimony that I have is greater than that of John. For the works that the Father has given me to accomplish, the very works that I am doing, bear witness about me that the Father has sent me. 

a. Jesus Works are a greater witness than John the Baptist
b. Jesus Works were given to Him by the Father to finish

[bookmark: _Hlk77367743]• This is a bigger verse than most people realize. It seems that the Triune God had a plan that need to be carried out. It is as if They are saying that the Father did His part, now the Son is here to finish it, but the Holy Spirit will carry this plan out. We Armenian’s call this God’s Predestination plan.

° 26 Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness. For we do not know what to pray for as we ought, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us with groanings too deep for words. 27 And he who searches hearts knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the will of God. 28 And we know that for those who love God all things work together for good, for those who are called according to his purpose. 29 For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn among many brothers. 30 And those whom he predestined he also called, and those whom he called he also justified, and those whom he justified he also glorified” Romans 8:26-30.

c. Jesus Works prove that the Father Sent Him

• This man came to Jesus by night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher come from God, for no one can do these signs that you do unless God is with him” John 3:2.
IV. The Four Witness: The Heavenly Father Himself – 37 And the Father who sent me has himself borne witness about me. His voice you have never heard, his form you have never seen, 38 and you do not have his word abiding in you, for you do not believe the one whom he has sent.

• Here is the words again “borne witness”. Just as John’s witness was not some fly-by night thing, where he would witness for the God in the flesh and be forgotten in the pages of history. Never to be heard from again. No, my friend his witness still continues today, now and for always continue to testify of that the Word came and dwelt among us. And this holds true for the Father as well. This is not a one and done testifying moment. This is a “this is my Son in who I’m well pleased” witness.

V. The Five Witness: The Holy Scriptures – 39 You search the Scriptures because you think that in them you have eternal life; and it is they that bear witness about me 

How do I know that the Word of God abides in me:

a. The Word of God must abide in a person in order for them to know God fully
b. The Word of God must be accepted as God’s Holy Word
c. The Word of God must be abided by 

• When God’s word truly abides in a person, they will accept and live as He says in His word. It would be impossible to accept what God says and not accept why He says about His Son. To reject the Son is to reject the Father who sent the Son. If a person does not believe in God’s Son, to whom God has witnessed for him, then God’s Word does not abide in that person no matter what Oprah says.

Conclusion: The Five Star Witness For Christ Summary is:
1. The Spirit testifies to the Truth of Jesus
2. John the Baptist testifies that Jesus was to come a take away our sin
3. Jesus Wonderous Work testified of His Power and Might
4. the Heavenly Father testified of His Father approval of His Son
5. the Holy Scripture (O.T.) Testified of the fulfillment of His Coming


