L19 – Choosing to Listen to the Holy Spirit
Jn. 14:15-26
Intro: To understand who, He is, it is important to understand what His is not. He is not a disembodied spirit floating around in the sky looking to scare some trick or treaters who just so happen to enter His haunted house. He is the Third person of the Triune GOD. He has all the same attributes as the Father and Son. He is God who has revealed Himself in the form of the Spirit. He will help us, teach us, and guide us through our life on earth.

1. The Theme of the Gospel of John: "The __Word     Became Flesh"
2. The Purpose of the Gospel of John: "That We May __ Believe____

I. The Holy Spirit is our helper to: – 15 “If you love me, you will keep my commandments. 16 And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Helper, to be with you forever, 

a. Love God

• We have a guide or a helper to lead us through this life of Christianity. He will teach us what Jesus taught; He will guide us into all the truth of Jesus and will never lead us away from the love of Christ.

° 5 and hope does not put us to shame, because God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit who has been given to us. Romans 5:5

b. Keep His commandments

• Keeping His commandments means just what He says. You don’t have “me and Jesus have our own special salvation” way of doing things. Meaning “I can sin no matter what and Jesus understands me without judgment.

° 3 For this is the love of God, that we keep his commandments. And his commandments are not burdensome. 1 John 5:3
II. The Holy Spirit is Truth (this is important) – 17 even the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor knows him. You know him, for he dwells with you and will be in you. 

a. Jesus, the Holy Spirit, the Father have One Truth

• This is what I mean by the Holy Spirit has the same Triune GOD attributes. In v. 6 Jesus said He was the Truth, in v. 17 Jesus said that the Holy Spirit is Truth, and since Jesus and the Father are one the Father then is Truth. 

° 30 I and the Father are one.” John 10:30
b. The world will not receive the Holy Spirit

• They cannot receive something that they can’t see. It is a mystery to them. They can’t understand how we can believe in something we can’t see. But it isn’t about us not seeing Him. We know He exists by what evidence He leaves behind. You can’t see the wind, but you can see its beauty and destruction when it blows. You can see the evidence and feel the evidence.

° 8 The wind blows where it wishes, and you hear its sound, but you do not know where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.” John 3:8
III. The Holy Spirit is the very Presence of Christ – 18 “I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you. 19 Yet a little while and the world will see me no more, but you will see me. Because I live, you also will live. 20 In that day you will know that I am in my Father, and you in me, and I in you. 

a. Another warning of Christ’s death coming

• Before we can have the presence of the eternal Spirit in our lives Christ had to die. Christ time and time again told the disciples and others of his coming death and why he had to die. Hi death has a multi-purpose reason. One to bring salvation to all mankind, and the other to send the Holy Spirit to live in our lives.

° 5 and hope does not put us to shame, because God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit who has been given to us. Romans 5:5
b. He is the promise of the presence of God

• The promise of the Holy Spirit living within us is a promise that His is present with us, like an ambassador to be with us while Christ is away creating the new heaven and new earth. This is what Christ meant when he said I will never leave you nor forsake you.

° 17 even the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor knows him. You know him, for he dwells with you and will be in you. John 14:17
° 5 Keep your life free from love of money, and be content with what you have, for he has said, “I will never leave you nor forsake you.” Hebrews 13:5
IV. The million-dollar question “what about” – 21 Whoever has my commandments and keeps them, he it is who loves me. And he who loves me will be loved by my Father, and I will love him and manifest myself to him.” 22 Judas (not Iscariot) said to him, “Lord, how is it that you will manifest yourself to us, and not to the world?” 

a. If you love Jesus you will:

1. love God’s word
2. love the heavenly Father
3. Jesus will reveal Himself to them

• These three things the Spirit will reveal to you when you love Jesus. All three a critical to your understanding of how the Triune God works. We love the word that Jesus taught, we love the Father who sent Christ, who sent the Spirit, and that Jesus will reveal Himself to us, not literally but in other ways in our lives.

° 27 All things have been handed over to me by my Father, and no one knows the Son except the Father, and no one knows the Father except the Son and anyone to whom the Son chooses to reveal him. Matthew 11:27
b. Judas asked a hard question about the world

• Judas asked the tough question that we still asked today. What about those who have not seen you (Jesus), who have not had the chance to hear your word, those who truly don’t know who you are (as Savior), those that are in other parts of the world? Jesus’ answer is, you need to worry about the now in front of you and not about what you can’t control.

° 2 For he says, “In a favorable time I listened to you, and in a day of salvation I have helped you.” Behold, now is the favorable time; behold, now is the day of salvation. 2 Corinthians 6:2
V. The Triune God working in our lives – 23 Jesus answered him, “If anyone loves me, he will keep my word, and my Father will love him, and we will come to him and make our home with him. 24 Whoever does not love me does not keep my words. And the word that you hear is not mine but the Father’s who sent me. 
a. The abiding of the Triune God is conditional
• Your salvation or your relationship with God is based on you keeping your word “If anyone loves me he will keep my word . . . we will come to him and make our home with him. What if you stop keeping his word what will God do?
° 66 After this many of his disciples turned back and no longer walked with him. 67 So Jesus said to the Twelve, “Do you want to go away as well?” John 6:66, 67
b. The Triune God love is conditional
• Yes, God so loved the world that He gave His only Son, but that acceptance of His love is based on your love for Jesus and His word. The Oprah Winfrey “God loves everybody without you loving Him gets you into heaven” doctrine is flat out a lie. In order for you to receive the “God’s so loved the world” love, you have to accept Him and His word. Period.
VI. The Holy Spirit as our Teacher – 25 “These things I have spoken to you while I am still with you. 
26 But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, he will teach you all things and bring to your remembrance all that I have said to you. 
a. He will teach us the life of Christ
• Many things are a mystery to us. The Life of Christ is one of them. The fact that our Creator came through the womb He created and lived with us, walked with us, fellowshipped with us, then died for us is a mystery to us. The life of Christ is true and the greatest love story every told.
° 10 In this is love, not that we have loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins. 19 We love because he first loved us. 1 John 4:10, 19 
b. He will teach us the word of Christ
• And why would He. The Holy Spirit will never, and I mean never lead, teach, or guide you in any other way but to Christ and His teachings. This is one on many attributes of the Spirit. And that is to teach us, direct us, and lead us to Christ.
° 13 When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all the truth, for he will not speak on his own authority, but whatever he hears he will speak, and he will declare to you the things that are to come. 14 He will glorify me, for he will take what is mine and declare it to you. John 16:13, 14
