L14 – The wrong way to be forgiven – Pt. 2
Rom. 4:13-16
(Basic doctrine – Justification/Forgiveness)
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I. The promise of forgiveness is not through the Law – 13 For the promise to Abraham and his offspring that he would be heir of the world did not come through the law but through the righteousness of faith.
a. The law does not have the heart to forgive
• The law is what it is. If you kill you will die, if you steal you will die, if you commit adultery you will die, on and on. But in the New Testament under God’s new covenant there is forgiveness. So, when and if you do sin, God’s grace is to forgive you where the law cannot.
° 9 If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 1 John 1:9
b. To forgive you need to have mercy
• The Law was not made to show mercy. Although God winked at times at sin and some mercy was shown, it does not mean God broke his law, but it was to show that God mercy is greater than the Law. The Law will not have mercy you and there is no wiggle room. 
° 7 let the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts; let him return to the Lord, that he may have compassion on him, and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon. Isaiah 55:7
II. The Law cannot bring justification or salvation – 14 For if it is the adherents of the law who are to be the heirs, faith is null and the promise is void. 15 For the law brings wrath, but where there is no law there is no transgression.
a. The law avoids faith
• The law will avoid faith, and you don’t need faith to keep the law. When people tell me that they have faith in the law, that is their way of saying I have somewhat faith in the law. The law is not perfect, it will let you down, it will keep you straight, but it will not lead you to faith in Jesus. It points you to Christ, it will point you to the way of righteous, but it will avoid every time how to keep your faith in Christ. Why? It is competition between the two. Faith leads to trust in Christ, the law led you to put your trust in the law.
° 28 For we hold that one is justified by faith apart from works of the law. 29 Or is God the God of Jews only? Is he not the God of Gentiles also? Yes, of Gentiles also, 30 since God is one—who will justify the circumcised by faith and the uncircumcised through faith. 31 Do we then overthrow the law by this faith? By no means! On the contrary, we uphold the law. Romans 3:28-31
b. The law erases the hope of the promise
• The law demands perfection from those who are imperfect. Therefor the hope of having redemption seems hopeless. 
° 14 For sin will have no dominion over you, since you are not under law but under grace. Romans 6:14
c. The law brings wrath
1. The Law brings out the worst in man
• The law will point to mans failures. The fact that he is killing someone, having hatred in his heart towards his neighbor, or people having affairs and not keeping commitments. All of these show the worst in man, but Jesus came to us that in Christ we are new creatures, not failures.
° 17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; behold, the new has come. 2 Corinthians 5:17
2. The law keeps a person twisted in anxiety
• You would worry every day if you kept the law to its required perfection knowing you can’t. This would cause a tremendous amount of anxiety, wondering if someone is going to tell or going to find out and then the stones will fly. It was a time of the “not knowing about tomorrow”. You can’t keep the law perfectly, but you can accept Christ who kept the law perfectly for you.
° 33 You shall walk in all the way that the Lord your God has commanded you, that you may live, and that it may go well with you, and that you may live long in the land that you shall possess. Deuteronomy 5:33
3. The law keeps us focused on our sins
• Being under the new covenant we are so blessed; our sins are forgiven when we accept Christ as our Savior. Under the Old Testament law when you sin you had to sacrifice a lamb on the day of atonement and roll your sins forward until the day when Christ would pay for their sins on Calvary’s Cross. So, their sins were not completely forgiven until Christ died and was resurrected. 
° 15 Therefore he is the mediator of a new covenant, so that those who are called may receive the promised eternal inheritance, since a death has occurred that redeems them from the transgressions committed under the first covenant. 16 For where a will is involved, the death of the one who made it must be established. 17 For a will takes effect only at death, since it is not in force as long as the one who made it is alive. Hebrews 9:15-17
d. The law faults us as sinners not saints
• James says if you are guilty of one you’re guilty of them all. Old Testament saint’s is different from the New Testament saint’s. In the Old Testament saint (qādôsh) which means holy one. This is anyone who follows God. In the New Testament saints (hagios) which means holy ones but also carries the meaning that the saints are blameless. In other words, the Old Testament they were not blameless and in the New Testament they are blameless in Christ.
° 8 If you really fulfill the royal law according to the Scripture, “You shall love your neighbor as yourself,” you are doing well. 9 But if you show partiality, you are committing sin and are convicted by the law as transgressors. 10 For whoever keeps the whole law but fails in one point has become accountable for all of it. James 2:8-10
III. The continuing commitment on the behalf of faith – 16 That is why it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on grace and be guaranteed to all his offspring—not only to the adherent of the law but also to the one who shares the faith of Abraham, who is the father of us all, 
a. Faith reaches out to grace 
b. Faith makes the promises of God assured 
c. Faith assures that the promises are for everyone 
• Note what Paul said, “that is why it depends on faith”. God gives us His grace; this is something only God can do, but your faith is something that you do for obtaining the grace of God. And in doing this you now have obtained the promise of the eternal covenant that God made with Abraham. You are a child of Abraham by faith in Christ, but this is through the grace of God.
° 28 There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is no male and female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus. 29 And if you are Christ’s, then you are Abraham’s offspring, heirs according to promise. Galatians 3:28-29

