L11 – There is something more powerful than money
Proverbs 3:13-18
Intro: 13 Blessed is the one who finds wisdom, and the one who gets understanding, 14 for the gain from her is better than gain from silver and her profit better than gold. 15 She is more precious than jewels, and nothing you desire can compare with her. 16 Long life is in her right hand; in her left hand are riches and honor. 17 Her ways are ways of pleasantness, and all her paths are peace. 18 She is a tree of life to those who lay hold of her; those who hold her fast are called blessed. 
I. True wisdom brings happiness – “13 Blessed is the one who finds wisdom, and the one who gets understanding”
a. Happiness comes when you go seeking for wisdom – “Blessed is the one who finds wisdom”
• You can’t find something unless you look for it first. Put the work into finding happiness. Once you find it, put the work in to keep it. Happiness comes from your behavior and attitude. It is different from joy. Joy is what God gives you after being saved, happiness comes by working through trails and tribulation.
° 7 “Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be opened to you. 8 For everyone who asks receives, and the one who seeks finds, and to the one who knocks it will be opened. Matthew 7:7, 8
b. Once you find wisdom you will get understanding – “the one who gets understanding”
• This is a restatement of many of the truths about wisdom that a father may have already taught his son. Knowledge is the study to gain information on things: wisdom is having the understanding on how to use that knowledge. 
° 6 For the Lord gives wisdom; from his mouth come knowledge and understanding; Proverbs 2:6
II. Wisdom is the most precious and profitable for man – “14 for the gain from her is better than gain from silver and her profit better than gold. 15 She is more precious than jewels, and nothing you desire can compare with her.”
a. The gain comes from putting in the work to obtain it – “for the gain from her is better”
• I can’t obtain a harvest unless I put in the work to gain the fruits from that harvest. If you don’t put in the labor for a garden then don’t expect anything at harvest time. Wisdom is the same way. You must study, pray, and learn in order to obtain spiritual gain from what you have learned.
° 20 “The harvest is past, the summer is ended, and we are not saved.” Jeremiah 8:20
b. The profit from wisdom is better than gold and silver – “is better than gain from silver and her profit better than gold”
• The profit from making good choices in life is better than silver and gold. The two most important metals in the world don’t compare to wisdom. Making wisdom decisions is far more valuable than the most expensive items in the world. From choosing you spouse, to your job, to your house, to your relationship with the Lord, even to the house you buy, making wise decisions is more valuable.
° 15 It cannot be bought for gold, and silver cannot be weighed as its price. 16 It cannot be valued in the gold of Ophir, in precious onyx or sapphire. 17 Gold and glass cannot equal it, nor can it be exchanged for jewels of fine gold. 18 No mention shall be made of coral or of crystal; the price of wisdom is above pearls. 19 The topaz of Ethiopia cannot equal it, nor can it be valued in pure gold. Job 28:15-19

III. The rewards for gaining wisdom – “16 Long life is in her right hand; in her left hand are riches and honor.
[bookmark: _Hlk215333135]a. You will have a long life
• People who have made better choices is life, living longer than those who have made bade choices. If you are an alcoholic, you will have a shorty life expectancy than the one who has not an alcoholic. A person who has been a Meth addict will have a shorty life than the one who is not. This is science and this is the bible.
° 33 You shall walk in all the way that the Lord your God has commanded you, that you may live, and that it may go well with you, and that you may live long in the land that you shall possess. Deuteronomy 5:33
b. You will have riches
• When we talk about riches we are talking about more than just money. Riches are not the same thing as wealth. You can be wealthy and not be riches in other things. You can have a loaded in charm and be poor in behavior. You may not have a lot of money, but you are rich in Christ, marriage, kids, or your job. Money will not buy your happiness, but a wealthy person, it will buy them a lot of misery.
° 10 He who loves money will not be satisfied with money, nor he who loves wealth with his income; this also is vanity. Ecclesiastes 5:10
c. You will have honor
• Choosing to invest in life, in your job, and in your family, will result in gaining respect from those whom you have invested your time in. You can’t invest in something that is valuable and not get any return from your investment. Choice you friends wisely and invest in life intelligently and you will receive your just reward.
° 2 “Thus, when you give to the needy, sound no trumpet before you, as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets, that they may be praised by others. Truly, I say to you, they have received their reward. 3 But when you give to the needy, do not let your left hand know what your right hand is doing, 4 so that your giving may be in secret. And your Father who sees in secret will reward you. Matthew 6:2-4
IV. Wisdom will make a person’s life enjoyable – “17 Her ways are ways of pleasantness, and all her paths are peace.”
a. Wise choices will take you down ways of pleasantness
• The word pleasantness (ēmûn) which means to be trustworthy. Wise choices can and will pathways that you can trust. Those roads have already been paved with pain and praise. You can trust where it goes because you have traveled many times before.
° 5 Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and do not lean on your own understanding. 6 In all your ways acknowledge him, and he will make straight your paths. Proverbs 3:5, 6
b. Wise choices will give you paths of peace 
• Jesus is the only pathway to peace in our life. Salvation is in nothing less than Jesus blood and His righteousness. Saying this, once we are in the path of Jesus there are paths of peace we need to choices. What job get, what church to go to, what spouse to marry, how to raise my kids correctly, just so many choices that we need to make, and we need to do it with the mindset of “What would Jesus Do”.
° 15 For thus said the Lord God, the Holy One of Israel, “In returning and rest you shall be saved; in quietness and in trust shall be your strength.” Isaiah 30:15
V. Wisdom will lead you to the tree of life – “18 She is a tree of life to those who lay hold of her; those who hold her fast are called blessed.”
a. The tree of life is a reference to eternal life
• One of the most important choices you can make in life is accepting Jesus Christ as your Savior and Lord. This is one of the unpardonable sins you can commit: the sin of not accepting salvation. Christ said it best in John, “you must be born again”.
° 5 Jesus answered, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God. 6 That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. 7 Do not marvel that I said to you, ‘You must be born again.’ John 3:5-7
b. God has always wanted us to have eternal life
• The “tree of life” is a symbol what was in was in the Garden of Eden. When in the Garden Adam and Ever were no longer allowed to have access to the tree of life and now, the church of Ephesus was urged to repent so they could still have access to the tree of life. But now we know longer are asked to repent, but now it is apart of our daily life to have complete and total access to the tree of life.
° 22 Then the Lord God said, “Behold, the man has become like one of us in knowing good and evil. Now, lest he reach out his hand and take also of the tree of life and eat, and live forever—” 23 therefore the Lord God sent him out from the garden of Eden to work the ground from which he was taken. 24 He drove out the man, and at the east of the garden of Eden he placed the cherubim and a flaming sword that turned every way to guard the way to the tree of life. Genesis 3:22-24
° 1 Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, bright as crystal, flowing from the throne of God and of the Lamb 2 through the middle of the street of the city; also, on either side of the river, the tree of life with its twelve kinds of fruit, yielding its fruit each month. The leaves of the tree were for the healing of the nations. 3 No longer will there be anything accursed, but the throne of God and of the Lamb will be in it, and his servants will worship him. 4 They will see his face, and his name will be on their foreheads. 5 And night will be no more. They will need no light of lamp or sun, for the Lord God will be their light, and they will reign forever and ever. Revelation 22:1-5

