S8 – Standing in the gap prayer of Faith – Samuel
Hebrews 11:32; 1 Samuel 7:1-14
Intro: 32 And what more shall I say? For time would fail me to tell of Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, of David and Samuel and the prophets— 33 who through faith conquered kingdoms, enforced justice, obtained promises, stopped the mouths of lions, 34 quenched the power of fire, escaped the edge of the sword, were made strong out of weakness, became mighty in war, put foreign armies to flight. 

I. Prayer of faith must be followed my remorse, confession, and repentance –3 And Samuel said to all the house of Israel, “If you are returning to the Lord with all your heart, then put away the foreign gods and the Ashtaroth from among you and direct your heart to the Lord and serve him only, and he will deliver you out of the hand of the Philistines.” 4 So the people of Israel put away the Baals and the Ashtaroth, and they served the Lord only. 5 Then Samuel said, “Gather all Israel at Mizpah, and I will pray to the Lord for you.” 6 So they gathered at Mizpah and drew water and poured it out before the Lord and fasted on that day and said there, “We have sinned against the Lord.” And Samuel judged the people of Israel at Mizpah. 1 Samuel 7:3-6
• Notice the words like, “Whole ... if ... returning ... all ... rid yourselves ... commit yourselves ... serve Him only ...”  Let us pay close attention to phrases like, “If you are returning to the Lord with all your heart, rid yourselves of foreign gods, commit yourselves to Him, and serve Him only...” These four verses teach us profound lessons: verse 4 highlights the people’s obedient response; verse 5 shows Samuel’s readiness and willingness to pray for them; and verse 6 reveals their humility, their confession of sin, and their deep longing for God’s blessing. It is only when we remove these obstacles that we are able to pray with faith—see Isaiah 59:1-2.
° 1 Behold, the Lord’s hand is not shortened, that it cannot save, or his ear dull, that it cannot hear; 2 but your iniquities have made a separation between you and your God, and your sins have hidden his face from you so that he does not hear. Isaiah 59:1-2
II. Prayer of faith can be challenging to pray – 7 Their feet run to evil, and they are swift to shed innocent blood; their thoughts are thoughts of iniquity; desolation and destruction are in their highways. 8 The way of peace they do not know, and there is no justice in their paths; they have made their roads crooked; no one who treads on them knows peace. Isaiah 59:7, 8
• This is why this would make it hard to pray for people. People just do not have Christ first in their lives.
a. They are destroyed by making bad choices – 5 They hatch adders’ eggs; they weave the spider’s web; he who eats their eggs dies, and from one that is crushed a viper is hatched. Isaiah 59:5
b. They wrap themselves with their own bad work – 6 Their webs will not serve as clothing; men will not cover themselves with what they make. Their works are works of iniquity, and deeds of violence are in their hands. Isaiah 59:6
[bookmark: _Hlk208691145]c. They run to sinning and not righteousness – 7 Their feet run to evil, and they are swift to shed innocent blood; their thoughts are thoughts of iniquity; desolation and destruction are in their highways. Isaiah 59:7
d. They do not understand how to make peace – 8 The way of peace they do not know, and there is no justice in their paths; they have made their roads crooked; no one who treads on them knows peace. Isaiah 59:8
III. Prayer of faith is specific and directed to God – 8 And the people of Israel said to Samuel, “Do not cease to cry out to the Lord our God for us, that he may save us from the hand of the Philistines.” 1 Samuel 7:8 
• This was not a confused, obscure kind of prayer. Samuel did not tap dance when he prayed. He was direct and straight to the point. He prayed to the Lord because He is always the object of our faith. He is the One to whom we look to, in whom we are trusting, and Samuel asked for exactly what was needed. God’s word urges us to tell Him exactly what we need, and He promises to meet our need –1 Jn 5:14. What is your need just now? Look to Him and ask Him to meet your need!

° 14 And this is the confidence that we have toward him, that if we ask anything according to his will he hears us. 15 And if we know that he hears us in whatever we ask, we know that we have the requests that we have asked of him. 1 John 5:14, 15
IV. Prayer of faith must be offered on the grounds of a blood sacrifice – 9 So Samuel took a nursing lamb and offered it as a whole burnt offering to the Lord. And Samuel cried out to the Lord for Israel, and the Lord answered him. 1 Samuel 7:9
a. Today we accept Christ’s sacrifice for God accepting our prayer
b. Obedience is required 
c. Commitments are kept – Samuel gave his word that he would pray for them. It’s a reminder that our integrity is reflected in the promises we keep.

V. Prayer of faith will be challenged by our enemies – 10 As Samuel was offering up the burnt offering, the Philistines drew near to attack Israel. But the Lord thundered with a mighty sound that day against the Philistines and threw them into confusion, and they were routed before Israel. 1 Samuel 7:10
• It was while the people were gathered together, and Samuel was offering up the burnt offering that their enemies drew near to attack them. This surely reminds us of the fact that when we pray, at once we enter into a great spiritual conflict – Eph. 6:10. How Satan hates any reference to the blood of Christ! – for this is the sinner’s only access into the presence of a holy God, and he fiercely challenges us as we seek to draw near to the Lord in worship and in prayer.

° 10 Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his might. Ephesians 6:10
VI. Prayer of faith is a prayer that is always answered – 10 As Samuel was offering up the burnt offering, the Philistines drew near to attack Israel. But the Lord thundered with a mighty sound that day against the Philistines and threw them into confusion, and they were routed before Israel . . . 13 So the Philistines were subdued and did not again enter the territory of Israel. And the hand of the Lord was against the Philistines all the days of Samuel. 14 The cities that the Philistines had taken from Israel were restored to Israel, from Ekron to Gath, and Israel delivered their territory from the hand of the Philistines. There was peace also between Israel and the Amorites. 1 Samuel 7:10, 13, 14
• God gave His people a mighty victory, and in answer to their prayers there was a miraculous intervention! Every prayer that is offered in faith, in the Name of Jesus and for the glory of God, is always answered abundantly – Eph. 3:20.

° 20 Now to him who is able to do far more abundantly than all that we ask or think, according to the power at work within us, 21 to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, forever and ever. Amen. Ephesians 3:20, 21
VII. Prayer of faith is a prayer that gives God all the glory – 12 Then Samuel took a stone and set it up between Mizpah and Shen and called its name Ebenezer; for he said, “Till now the Lord has helped us.” 1 Samuel 7:12
• Ebenezer” means the stone of help! God has done it! His is the victory – Eph. 3:21
° 20 Now to him who is able to do far more abundantly than all that we ask or think, according to the power at work within us, 21 to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, forever and ever. Amen. Ephesians 3:20, 21

