

L2 – Why is God so silent in my life – pt.2
Choosing the right behavior
Is. 58:1-14
Intro: 8 Then shall your light break forth like the dawn, and your healing shall spring up speedily; your righteousness shall go before you; the glory of the Lord shall be your rear guard. 9 Then you shall call, and the Lord will answer; you shall cry, and he will say, ‘Here I am.’ If you take away the yoke from your midst, the pointing of the finger, and speaking wickedness, 10 if you pour yourself out for the hungry and satisfy the desire of the afflicted, then shall your light rise in the darkness and your gloom be as the noonday. 11 And the Lord will guide you continually and satisfy your desire in scorched places and make your bones strong; and you shall be like a watered garden, like a spring of water, whose waters do not fail. 12 And your ancient ruins shall be rebuilt; you shall raise up the foundations of many generations; you shall be called the repairer of the breach, the restorer of streets to dwell in. 13 “If you turn back your foot from the Sabbath, from doing your pleasure on my holy day, and call the Sabbath a delight and the holy day of the Lord honorable; if you honor it, not going your own ways, or seeking your own pleasure, or talking idly; 14 then you shall take delight in the Lord, and I will make you ride on the heights of the earth; I will feed you with the heritage of Jacob your father, for the mouth of the Lord has spoken.” 
[bookmark: _Hlk212126878][bookmark: _Hlk193402368]III. The results in making right decisions – 8 Then shall your light break forth like the dawn, and your healing shall spring up speedily; your righteousness shall go before you; the glory of the Lord shall be your rear guard. 9 Then you shall call, and the Lord will answer; you shall cry, and he will say, ‘Here I am.’ If you take away the yoke from your midst, the pointing of the finger, and speaking wickedness, 10 if you pour yourself out for the hungry and satisfy the desire of the afflicted, then shall your light rise in the darkness and your gloom be as the noonday. 11 And the Lord will guide you continually and satisfy your desire in scorched places and make your bones strong; and you shall be like a watered garden, like a spring of water, whose waters do not fail. 12 And your ancient ruins shall be rebuilt; you shall raise up the foundations of many generations; you shall be called the repairer of the breach, the restorer of streets to dwell in.
a. Your Life becomes easier to maintain 
1. You will see the light before dawn breaks
• In other words, you will see the light while you are in darkness. You can see victory before victory has happened. This takes a person with a positive attitude and strong faith. Can you see God working when you were in your darkest place? I believe the answer is yes.
° 11 Besides this you know the time, that the hour has come for you to wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we first believed. 12 The night is far gone; the day is at hand. So then let us cast off the works of darkness and put on the armor of light. 13 Let us walk properly as in the daytime, not in orgies and drunkenness, not in sexual immorality and sensuality, not in quarreling and jealousy. 14 But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires. Romans 13:11-14
2. Healing their communities will spring up quickly
• It is hard to understand this in the English language, but the word healing (ar-oo-kaw') means in the sense of restoring to soundness or wholeness. It has a proper meaning of a doctor wrapping your wound with a bandage. It denotes that when they make the right decisions the Great Physician will quickly come to wrap their broken nation with His healing bandage, of love and forgiveness. 
° 8 Owe no one anything, except to love each other, for the one who loves another has fulfilled the law. 9 For the commandments, “You shall not commit adultery, You shall not murder, You shall not steal, You shall not covet,” and any other commandment, are summed up in this word: “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” 10 Love does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore love is the fulfilling of the law. Romans 13:8-10 
3. Your righteous decisions will lead you
• Thy conformity to the divine covenant acts as a leader, conducting thee to peace and success. Choosing to be obedient will guide you into peace just as the sun guides you every day. The first righteous decision you should make is to put your faith in the God of all creation.
° 5 If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask God, who gives generously to all without reproach, and it will be given him. James 1:5
° 9 The heart of man plans his way, but the Lord establishes his steps. Proverbs 16:9
4. Making right decisions will bring righteous protections
• We have the same phrase, but we use different words. “The glory of the Lord shall be your rear guard” what we would say is that “Gods got your back”. In other words, making righteous decisions (starting with repentance) will lead to protections of God that satan can’t defeat. Once people turn to the Lord, He then covers them with righteousness, and this makes us righteous in the eyes of God. With making right decisions the Christian is assured that God will protect him. He has your back.
° 21 Many are the plans in the mind of a man, but it is the purpose of the Lord that will stand. Proverbs 19:21
b. Praying the right way gets God attention – “you shall cry, and he will say, ‘Here I am.’”
• Make the right decision to be sincere in your prayers. Be sincere and not hypocritical when you do. Arrogant, self-centered prayer is a way to not get God’s attention. If your prayer is centered around what you want instead of praying for others, I can assure you that the answer to your prayer will be no. This is one thing God hates more than anything and that is a person with an arrogant self-centered prayer.
° 16 There are six things that the Lord hates, seven that are an abomination to him: 17 haughty eyes (proud look[footnoteRef:1]), a lying tongue, and hands that shed innocent blood, 18 a heart that devises wicked plans, feet that make haste to run to evil, 19 a false witness who breathes out lies, and one who sows discord among brothers. Proverbs 6:16-19 [1:  This is translated “proud look” in the KJV] 

c. Making the right decisions means to stop the blame game – “If you take away the yoke from your midst, the pointing of the finger, and speaking wickedness,
• Making right decisions starts by cleaning our own house, before we start helping others clean theirs. Remove those things that are burdening you first, stop pointing fingers at others and start addressing your own problems, and stop speaking like the lost world and start speaking the way God has intended for you to speak.
° 5 You hypocrite, first take the log out of your own eye, and then you will see clearly to take the speck out of your brother’s eye. Matthew 7:5
d. Make the right decision to be a good witness – “then shall your light rise in the darkness and your gloom be as the noonday”
• It is your light that people see before they will read the bible. You are the bible most people will read, so be an example so people will not misread the bible.
° 7 Show yourself in all respects to be a model of good works, and in your teaching show integrity, dignity, 8 and sound speech that cannot be condemned, so that an opponent may be put to shame, having nothing evil to say about us. Titus 2:7-8
e. Making the right decision will bring God’s guidance 
• When making the right decisions, you will lay a foundation that you can build a lifetime on. With God’s guidance you will be able to navigate through life with the most confidence that God will never let you be lead astray. Making bad decisions will lead to a life of pain, no vision, and loss of confidence.
° 14 that this is God, our God forever and ever. He will guide us forever. Psalms 48:14
f. Making right decisions will strengthen your faith 
• Does it not feel good doing the right thing? Yes, in fact God will give them abundant provision and strength when you do the right thing, especially in the time of darkness. Do the right thing when no one is looking.
° 3 But when you give to the needy, do not let your left hand know what your right hand is doing, 4 so that your giving may be in secret. And your Father who sees in secret will reward you. Matthew 6:3, 4
h. Make right decisions will bring you an honorable name
• This goes together so read carefully “12 And your ancient ruins shall be rebuilt; you shall raise up the foundations of many generations; you shall be called the repairer of the breach, the restorer of streets to dwell in”. Because you have been making right decisions you have been known to take on hard projects (ancient ruins) have tremendous success and many generations you have brought up with the same grit you have to where you are called “the repairer of the impossible, and the restorer of the broken.” Translation, you have a good reputation that you have worked hard, and it shows by the decisions you have made over time.
° 1 A good name is to be chosen rather than great riches, and favor is better than silver or gold. Proverbs 22:1
[bookmark: _Hlk193661826][bookmark: _Hlk193661947][bookmark: _Hlk193661931]IV. The value of keeping the Sabbath day holy – 13 “If you turn back your foot from the Sabbath, from doing your pleasure on my holy day, and call the Sabbath a delight and the holy day of the Lord honorable; if you honor it, not going your own ways, or seeking your own pleasure, or talking idly; 14 then you shall take delight in the Lord, and I will make you ride on the heights of the earth; I will feed you with the heritage of Jacob your father, for the mouth of the Lord has spoken.” 
a. It is a right decision to make – “If you turn back your foot from the Sabbath”
1. We must not break this commandment – “the holy day of the Lord honorable”
• The sabbath day was to be kept holy. This was to take place on Saturday in the Old Testament, and in the New Testament the church has kept Sunday as a day of worship. This was never suppose to be looked at as being in the form of legalism. 
° 1 Now concerning the collection for the saints: as I directed the churches of Galatia, so you also are to do. 2 On the first day of every week, each of you is to put something aside and store it up, as he may prosper, so that there will be no collecting when I come. 1 Corinthians 16:1, 2
2. We must make it a day of delight – “call the Sabbath a delight”
• The word delight (ʿānag) which means to be “to be soft or meek, delicate (-ness). What Isaiah is saying is that we should be delicate and content when we worship on the Sabbath. 

° 4 Delight yourself in the Lord, and he will give you the desires of your heart. Psalms 37:4

3. We must not engage in idle and useless talk – “not going your own ways, or seeking your own pleasure, or talking idly”
• Making right decisions in life means to:
* not spiritually doing things your own way
° 9 The heart of man plans his way, but the Lord establishes his steps. Proverbs 16:9
* not to seek your selfish pleasure
° 1 And you were dead in the trespasses and sins 2 in which you once walked, following the course of this world, following the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that is now at work in the sons of disobedience— 3 among whom we all once lived in the passions of our flesh, carrying out the desires of the body and the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, like the rest of mankind. Ephesians 2:1-3
* and not letting our mouths speak before thinking
° 28 The heart of the righteous ponders how to answer, but the mouth of the wicked pours out evil things. Proverbs 15:28
b. Making right decisions will bring the blessings of God 
1. It will bring Joy 
• Keeping the holy day of worship will bring joy and so making other right decisions will do the same.
° 1 Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth! 2 Serve the Lord with gladness! Come into his presence with singing! Psalms 100:1, 2
2. You will be victorious in life
• When you are on the mountain top of life or you are in the valley of life, making right decisions will bring you victory.
° 57 But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 1 Corinthians 15:57
3. You will receive your reward of righteous living as promised
• One of the greatest rewards a Christian will ever receive is the reward of righteousness. Why? Because without righteousness you cannot see God. Being saved gives us a righteous life before God.
° 16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek. 17 For in it the righteousness of God is revealed from faith for faith, as it is written, “The righteous shall live by faith.” Romans 1:16, 17




