L11 – Faith puts an end to self-righteousness
Rom. 3:27-31
(Basic doctrine – Faith/Justification)
[bookmark: _Hlk189599452]Intro: 27 Then what becomes of our boasting? It is excluded. By what kind of law? By a law of works? No, but by the law of faith. 28 For we hold that one is justified by faith apart from works of the law. 29 Or is God the God of Jews only? Is he not the God of Gentiles also? Yes, of Gentiles also, 30 since God is one—who will justify the circumcised by faith and the uncircumcised through faith. 31 Do we then overthrow the law by this faith? By no means! On the contrary, we uphold the law. 
I. True faith eliminates boasting – 27 Then what becomes of our boasting? It is excluded. By what kind of law? By a law of works? No, but by the law of faith.
a. Work salvation causes boasting in your successes 
• Work salvation pits us against each other. One will work hard to get the greater reward. It will, by itself, cause you to think God likes you more because you do more. Work salvation tells God that your works is better than Jesus’ salvation offering.
° 8 For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, 9 not a result of works, so that no one may boast. 10 For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them. Ephesians 2:8-10
b. True faith will boast of the things of God
• It was God who created a way for man’s freedom from sin, satan, and self, and provided a way for eternal life through his Son Jesus Christ. This cancel’s any meaning for you to boast about anything you have done. So, the only thing we are to do is put our faith in Christ freely.
° 8 Therefore do not be ashamed of the testimony about our Lord, nor of me his prisoner, but share in suffering for the gospel by the power of God, 9 who saved us and called us to a holy calling, not because of our works but because of his own purpose and grace, which he gave us in Christ Jesus before the ages began, 2 Timothy 1:8, 9
II. True faith will justify us without the works of the law – 28 For we hold that one is justified by faith apart from works of the law. 
a. Justification comes from the grace of God
• God’s grace and faith work together when you are walking in the blood of Jesus Christ. It is God’s love that gives us salvation in Christ. It is given to us, so we don’t have to work for our salvation.
° 4 But when the goodness and loving kindness of God our Savior appeared, 5 he saved us, not because of works done by us in righteousness, but according to his own mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewal of the Holy Spirit, 6 whom he poured out on us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior, 7 so that being justified by his grace we might become heirs according to the hope of eternal life. Titus 3:4-7
b. Keeping the law is not having faith in Christ 
• You can have Christ and be obedient to the Law of Moses, but to use the law for your salvation you will be making a being mistake. Keeping the law will not make you a righteous person. Because keeping the law on cleans to outside of your life, it is only Christ that can clean the inside of your life, the inside is where you soul resides. 
° 25 “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you clean the outside of the cup and the plate, but inside they are full of greed and self-indulgence. 26 You blind Pharisee! First clean the inside of the cup and the plate, that the outside also may be clean. 27 “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you are like whitewashed tombs, which outwardly appear beautiful, but within are full of dead people’s bones and all uncleanness. 28 So you also outwardly appear righteous to others, but within you are full of hypocrisy and lawlessness. Matthew 23:25-28
III. True faith will reveal only one God for all – 29 Or is God the God of Jews only? Is he not the God of Gentiles also? Yes, of Gentiles also,
[bookmark: _Hlk189426193]a. God is the Creator of everyone equally
• God did not create someone based on their looks or race. He created us based on His love and grace. We are all created with the same love and grace as the next person.
° 28 There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is no male and female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus. 29 And if you are Christ’s, then you are Abraham’s offspring, heirs according to promise. Galatians 3:28, 29
b. Jesus is the Savior for everyone equally
• Christ will never show partiality to anyone for their salvation. He saves based on your faith in Him, period. You put your faith in anyone other than Jesus you will not receive salvation. This goes for anyone, no matter of race. 
° 12 I thank him who has given me strength, Christ Jesus our Lord, because he judged me faithful, appointing me to his service, 13 though formerly I was a blasphemer, persecutor, and insolent opponent. But I received mercy because I had acted ignorantly in unbelief, 14 and the grace of our Lord overflowed for me with the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus. 1 Timothy 1:12-14
° 11 For God shows no partiality. Romans 2:11
IV. True faith will hold the established law – 31 Do we then overthrow the law by this faith? By no means! On the contrary, we uphold the law. 
a. We obey the law through Christ
• There were two types of law we need to clarify. One there was the ceremonial law. Laws that deal with the spiritual side of life. Sacrifice a lamb on the day of atonement, obey the ten commandments and so on; then there is the civil law. Those laws like “don’t kill you neighbor” and how to deal will civil case in the court of law”, and Christ kept every one of these laws perfectly. 
° 17 “Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to abolish them but to fulfill them. 18 For truly, I say to you, until heaven and earth pass away, not an iota, not a dot, will pass from the Law until all is accomplished. 19 Therefore whoever relaxes one of the least of these commandments and teaches others to do the same will be called least in the kingdom of heaven, but whoever does them and teaches them will be called great in the kingdom of heaven. 20 For I tell you, unless your righteousness exceeds that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven. Matthew 5:17-20
b. We obey the law out of obedience to Christ
• While Christ kept the law perfectly (where we could not) He also fulfilled the law as that perfect sacrifice, so we now can obey Christ and not the law. Which Paul says, is far better.
° 18 What then? Only that in every way, whether in pretense or in truth, Christ is proclaimed, and in that I rejoice. To Live Is Christ Yes, and I will rejoice, 19 for I know that through your prayers and the help of the Spirit of Jesus Christ this will turn out for my deliverance, 20 as it is my eager expectation and hope that I will not be at all ashamed, but that with full courage now as always Christ will be honored in my body, whether by life or by death. 21 For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain. 22 If I am to live in the flesh, that means fruitful labor for me. Yet which I shall choose I cannot tell. 23 I am hard pressed between the two. My desire is to depart and be with Christ, for that is far better. Philippians 1:18-23





