L10 – The way to be right with God
Rom. 3:21-26
(Basic doctrine – Justification and Atonement)
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I. The righteousness of God is now revealed to all – 21 But now the righteousness of God has been manifested apart from the law, although the Law and the Prophets bear witness to it—
a. Righteousness is separately from the law – “21 But now the righteousness of God has been manifested apart from the law, although the Law and the Prophets bear witness to it”
• We are told in scripture that we no longer have an excuse to not serve a worship God through Jesus Christ. And that all are now without an excuse. Righteousness comes through Christ alone and not the law only. We obey the law, but we are not saved by the law. Everyone now is under this obedience to submit.
° 18 For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who by their unrighteousness suppress the truth. 19 For what can be known about God is plain to them, because God has shown it to them. 20 For his invisible attributes, namely, his eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly perceived, ever since the creation of the world, in the things that have been made. So they are without excuse. Romans 1:18-20
b. This new covenant was foretold by the prophets
• This will be a new covenant of Righteousness that will be in the hearts of man and not just in the obedience in keep the law and in their minds. This is a heart change that then changes the mind. Often, we want to change the mind first and God wants to change the heart first.
° 31 “Behold, the days are coming, declares the Lord, when I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and the house of Judah, 32 not like the covenant that I made with their fathers on the day when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt, my covenant that they broke, though I was their husband, declares the Lord. 33 But this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, declares the Lord: I will put my law within them, and I will write it on their hearts. And I will be their God, and they shall be my people. 34 And no longer shall each one teach his neighbor and each his brother, saying, ‘Know the Lord,’ for they shall all know me, from the least of them to the greatest, declares the Lord. For I will forgive their iniquity, and I will remember their sin no more.” Jeremiah 31:31-34
II. This kind of righteousness can only come through Christ – 22 the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction: 23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,
a. Jesus will give his righteousness to all believers
• We have to practice on being righteous, which means we are not righteous, thus the word practice. The old saying goes right, “practice make perfect”. So, we are not we are not perfect, but Jesus is that is why we are righteous and have righteousness, it is because Jesus is perfect and we then and be perfected in Christ. 
° 6 No one who abides in him keeps on sinning; no one who keeps on sinning has either seen him or known him. 7 Little children, let no one deceive you. Whoever practices righteousness is righteous, as he is righteous. 1 John 3:6, 7
b. Jesus bestows righteousness on all world
1. We all have sinned
• You were born into sin, and you will die because of the curse of sin. All have sinned and will sin. The in no one righteous in the eyes of God. The only perfect human that is now and forever will be is Jesus Christ.
° 9 What then? Are we Jews any better off? No, not at all. For we have already charged that all, both Jews and Greeks, are under sin, 10 as it is written: “None is righteous, no, not one; 11 no one understands; no one seeks for God. 12 All have turned aside; together they have become worthless; no one does good, not even one.” 13 “Their throat is an open grave; they use their tongues to deceive.” “The venom of asps is under their lips.” 14 “Their mouth is full of curses and bitterness.” 15 “Their feet are swift to shed blood; 16 in their paths are ruin and misery, 17 and the way of peace they have not known.” 18 “There is no fear of God before their eyes.” Romans 3:9-18
2. We all have fallen short of the God standards
• That is right we have missed the mark. It is really more like we never got even close to hitting the place where the mark is being held on. Put this in perspective: you’re playing darts with a dart board being hung on a wall and you through the dart and you miss, not the dart board but the whole wall. You’re not even close to being close. You have missed the mark by a lot. The worse things is this you and I will never be close into hit the mark of righteousness without Christ. 
° 12 Therefore, just as sin came into the world through one man, and death through sin, and so death spread to all men because all sinned— 13 for sin indeed was in the world before the law was given, but sin is not counted where there is no law. 14 Yet death reigned from Adam to Moses, even over those whose sinning was not like the transgression of Adam, who was a type of the one who was to come. Romans 5:12-14
3. We all have fallen short of God’s glory – what is God’s glory
* God’s glory is His perfect light – 22 And I saw no temple in the city, for its temple is the Lord God the Almighty and the Lamb. 23 And the city has no need of sun or moon to shine on it, for the glory of God gives it light, and its lamp is the Lamb. Revelation 21:22, 23
* God’s glory is His perfect purity – 5 This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that God is light, and in him is no darkness at all. 1 John 1:5
* God’s glory is His perfect majesty – 15 For thus says the One who is high and lifted up, who inhabits eternity, whose name is Holy: “I dwell in the high and holy place, and also with him who is of a contrite and lowly spirit, to revive the spirit of the lowly, and to revive the heart of the contrite. Isaiah 57:15
* God’s glory is His being a perfect Human – 21 For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God. 2 Corinthians 5:21
III. Righteousness is only through justification – 24 and are justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus,
a. Our justification is the key in having Christ’s righteousness	
• You are justified by Christ through his grace to have His righteousness. This has nothing to do with your efforts, your works, your money, or your looks, it has to do with God have compassion on you and I in our desperate hour when we need his grace to be bestowed on us for mercy so we can have a relationship with God. This is my friend called salvation.
° 15 We ourselves are Jews by birth and not Gentile sinners; 16 yet we know that a person is not justified by works of the law but through faith in Jesus Christ, so we also have believed in Christ Jesus, in order to be justified by faith in Christ and not by works of the law, because by works of the law no one will be justified. 17 But if, in our endeavor to be justified in Christ, we too were found to be sinners, is Christ then a servant of sin? Certainly not! Galatians 2:15-17
b. The righteousness is through Christ redemption
• Redemption (apolytrōsis) means to be freed. It from the imagery of someone being held hostage and then someone paying the ransom for the price of freedom. We were held hostage to the bonds of sin and satan, and it took the full price of the blood and life of Christ to pay the high price for our freedom from them.
° 22 For he who was called in the Lord as a slave is a freedman of the Lord. Likewise he who was free when called is a slave of Christ. 23 You were bought with a price; do not become slaves of men. 24 So, brothers, in whatever condition each was called, there let him remain with God. 1 Corinthians 7:22-24
IV. Our righteousness in Christ comes from God alone – 25 whom God put forward as a propitiation by his blood, to be received by faith. This was to show God’s righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over former sins.
a. God sent Christ to be the propitiation for our sin
• When we think of the Triune God, we usually don’t think of them things simultaneously in unison with keeping their separation. But here we have an example of this. God is seen as sending His Jesus (and he did) and at the same time Jesus was in unison with the Father and Holy Spirit to be the propitiation for our sins.
° 16 “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved through him. John 3:16, 17
° 17 For this reason the Father loves me, because I lay down my life that I may take it up again. 
18 No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have authority to lay it down, and I have authority to take it up again. This charge I have received from my Father.” John 10:17, 18
b. Christ is the propitiation for man’s sins
• Propitiation (hilastērion) has a deep and length meaning but simply put it means this. It has it’s roots in the Day of Atonement in the Old Testament, now Jesus took our place on the day of Crucifixion and atone us from our sins, and now he plead our case before the court room of God and we are innocent from sin because of his precious blood. 
° 1 My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. But if anyone does sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous. 2 He is the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the sins of the whole world. 1 John 2:1, 2
[bookmark: _Hlk189153823][bookmark: _Hlk189153897]V. The purpose for Christ’s righteousness is to proclaim God goodness – 25 . . . This was to show God’s righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over former sins. 26 It was to show his righteousness at the present time, so that he might be just and the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus.
a. Because he has forgiven our sins
• God had always wanted us to be in a eternal relationship with him. He had this plan before time had begun. Justification in Christ was a part of this plan. It was God who Masterful composed a perfect plan for us to be justified (perfected) in Christ. What can wash away my sin, nothing but the blood of Jesus. What can make me whole again, nothing but the blood of Jesus. Oh, precious is the flow that makes me white as snow, know other fount I know, nothing but the blood of Jesus.
° 19 Therefore, brothers, since we have confidence to enter the holy places by the blood of Jesus, 20 by the new and living way that he opened for us through the curtain, that is, through his flesh, 21 and since we have a great priest over the house of God, 22 let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, with our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil conscience and our bodies washed with pure water. Hebrews 10:19-22
b. Because he is tolerant towards us – “because in his divine forbearance he had passed over former sins”
• This is to demonstrate that God was not unrighteous when he “winked at” sin in the past, but a forgiving Father with a better salvations plan in the future. Just because God tolerated and showed patience does not mean he is sinful or unjust. 
° 30 The times of ignorance God overlooked, but now he commands all people everywhere to repent, 31 because he has fixed a day on which he will judge the world in righteousness by a man whom he has appointed; and of this he has given assurance to all by raising him from the dead.” Acts 17:30-31
c. Because he is just – “so that he might be just”
• The word just (dikaios) it emphasizes God’s character, his Holy nature of all that He is, His innocence of all sin. His unmatched righteousness. In other words, no one can compare to the awesome and just God we serve. 
° 4 “The Rock, his work is perfect, for all his ways are justice. A God of faithfulness and without iniquity, just and upright is he. Deuteronomy 32:4
d. Because he is our justifier – “so that he might be just and the justifier”
• This is something that is feel we do teach enough on and that is grace is perfect sent by a Holy and Just God, but you are justified by your faith in Christ. Grace is a God thing, you can’t earn it, you do deserve it, yet it is only obtained by your faith in Christ. If salvation was by grace only then you would not need faith. This is what the Oprah doctrine lives on. We all have God’s grace, and we all get to go to heaven. But you must have faith in Christ for grace to be applied to your salvation. We will be looking at this in the next lesson.
° 28 For we hold that one is justified by faith apart from works of the law. Romans 3:28
° 1 Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ. Romans 5:1




