L10 – The Makings of a Successful Ministry
Mat. 4:23-25

[bookmark: _Hlk119526858][bookmark: _Hlk119526778]Intro: 23 And he went throughout all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues and proclaiming the gospel of the kingdom and healing every disease and every affliction among the people. 24 So his fame spread throughout all Syria, and they brought him all the sick, those afflicted with various diseases and pains, those oppressed by demons, epileptics, and paralytics, and he healed them. 25 And great crowds followed him from Galilee and the Decapolis, and from Jerusalem and Judea, and from beyond the Jordan. 
I. The first step is to put Christ in your Ministry – “And he went throughout all Galilee”
a. Jesus worked His way through Galilee
• If you want to have a success ministry you have to work through it. If you want to stop your depression you have to work your way through it; if you want to have a successful marriage you must work your way through it. Success doesn’t come from waiting but it comes from someone rolling up your sleeves and getting the hard work done. What is holding you back from success is you not putting the work in to get it.
b. Jesus always went to where the people were
• Let’s not forget why Jesus came into the world, and that is to see the lost come to Christ. People still need the Lord. We are called to minister to the people. People know that there is something inside them that needs to be replaced with the hurt, pain, suffering that sin leaves behind when the fun is over. This is what we are called to do. Go to the people and tell them of Christ and His love for their lives.
c. Jesus went to the synagogues
• The synagogues were place where the religious leaders would be teaching, preaching, and expand on the Old Testament books. There were many that were scattered across the Roman Empire. It would be something like what we would call a church today. The temple and the synagogues are two different things. A successful ministry starts with people going to church. We can’t have a ministry unless there are people to have a ministry with.
° 23 And immediately there was in their synagogue a man with an unclean spirit. And he cried out, 24 “What have you to do with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? I know who you are— the Holy One of God.” 25 But Jesus rebuked him, saying, “Be silent, and come out of him!” Mark 1:23-25
° 19 The high priest then questioned Jesus about his disciples and his teaching. 20 Jesus answered him, “I have spoken openly to the world. I have always taught in synagogues and in the temple, where all Jews come together. I have said nothing in secret. John 18:19-20
II. The three main ministries of Christ are: – 23 And he went throughout all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues and proclaiming the gospel of the kingdom and healing every disease and every affliction among the people. 
a. Preaching – Proclaiming the good news of Jesus Christ
• Preaching proclaiming the God’s word that inspires others to live the word of God. Preaching is more direct and more straight forward on what the word is saying to the world. 
° 15 And he said to them, “Go into all the world and proclaim the gospel to the whole creation. Mark 16:15
b. Teaching – Appling what is being preached to our daily lives
• Teaching is applying God’s word in our lives. It is not as direct, but more studying the word of God, with the idea of applying it to our daily lives. It is application of the explanation of God’s word.
° 19 Therefore whoever relaxes one of the least of these commandments and teaches others to do the same will be called least in the kingdom of heaven, but whoever does them and teaches them will be called great in the kingdom of heaven. 20 For I tell you, unless your righteousness exceeds that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven. Matthew 5:19, 20
c. Healing – Can be both physical, mental, and spiritual
• Does God heal today, yes. Does Ben Hinn heal today, no. God does the healing today. I have seen it with my own eyes. But I have never seen someone claiming to be a miracle healer really heal anyone. I have a challenge for them. Take your faith go to the hospital and empty the rooms with your faith healing. If you want to drop your insurance premium have a faith healer close down a hospital with their faith healing miracles. There will not be anyone who takes this challenge, because they know they can’t. But God can if He choose too.
° 4 And when they could not get near him because of the crowd, they removed the roof above him, and when they had made an opening, they let down the bed on which the paralytic lay. 12 And he rose and immediately picked up his bed and went out before them all, so that they were all amazed and glorified God, saying, “We never saw anything like this!” Mark 2:4, 12
III. The success from hard work in the ministry – 24 So his fame spread throughout all Syria, and they brought him all the sick, those afflicted with various diseases and pains, those oppressed by demons, epileptics, and paralytics, and he healed them.
What makes a ministry successful?
a. Figure out what God wants you to do with your life
° 10 Now there was a disciple at Damascus named Ananias. The Lord said to him in a vision, “Ananias.” And he said, “Here I am, Lord.” 11 And the Lord said to him, “Rise and go to the street called Straight, and at the house of Judas look for a man of Tarsus named Saul, for behold, he is praying, 12 and he has seen in a vision a man named Ananias come in and lay his hands on him so that he might regain his sight.” Acts 9:10-12
b. Work hard in your ministry
° 17 Let the elders who rule well be considered worthy of double honor, especially those who labor in preaching and teaching. 18 For the Scripture says, “You shall not muzzle an ox when it treads out the grain,” and, “The laborer deserves his wages.” 1 Timothy 5:17, 18
c. Remember your calling is bigger than you
° 18 Now when Jesus saw a crowd around him, he gave orders to go over to the other side. 19 And a scribe came up and said to him, “Teacher, I will follow you wherever you go.” 20 And Jesus said to him, “Foxes have holes, and birds of the air have nests, but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay his head.” 21 Another of the disciples said to him, “Lord, let me first go and bury my father.” 22 And Jesus said to him, “Follow me, and leave the dead to bury their own dead.” Matthew 8:18-22
d.  Stay focused on what God gifted you to do
° 10 always in my prayers, asking that somehow by God’s will I may now at last succeed in coming to you. 11 For I long to see you, that I may impart to you some spiritual gift to strengthen you— 12 that is, that we may be mutually encouraged by each other’s faith, both yours and mine. Romans 1:10, 12
e. Honor God in all things especially in your ministry
° 20 For his invisible attributes, namely, his eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly perceived, ever since the creation of the world, in the things that have been made. So they are without excuse. 21 For although they knew God, they did not honor him as God or give thanks to him, but they became futile in their thinking, and their foolish hearts were darkened. Romans 1:20, 21
f. We are called to make disciples period  
° 19 Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.” Matthew 28:19, 20
IV. Your ministry should have power to move people – 24 So his fame spread throughout all Syria, and they brought him all the sick, those afflicted with various diseases and pains, those oppressed by demons, epileptics, and paralytics, and he healed them.
a. This power can only come from the Holy Spirt
b. Power in the ministry is only as strong as the minister
• Jesus Christ had the power to heal diseases and pains, to cast out demons, to heal from mental diseases, and to heal crippled bodies. But today that power was also in the Holy Spirit. If Jesus has the power the Holy Spirit would have the same power since this was the Trinity in work. 
° 7 He said to them, “It is not for you to know times or seasons that the Father has fixed by his own authority. 8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” Acts 1:7, 8
V. People will follow a strong ministry – 25 And great crowds followed him from Galilee and the Decapolis, and from Jerusalem and Judea, and from beyond the Jordan.
a. People are hungry for leadership
b. Preachers lack leadership direction
• Leadership comes in many different forms. Hitler was a good leader, a horrible person, a horrible example of how to use your leadership gift, he could lead a nation, and people followed. Billy Grahm was a good leader, a wonderful person, a wonder example of how to use your leadership gift, he could lead the church, and people followed. Two totally different people both leaders, one horrible and one righteous, and people followed both.
° 15 And if it is evil in your eyes to serve the Lord, choose this day whom you will serve, whether the gods your fathers served in the region beyond the River, or the gods of the Amorites in whose land you dwell. But as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord.” Joshua 24:15


