

L7 – The Great Temptation of Jesus Christ
Mat. 4:1-11

[bookmark: _Hlk118144204][bookmark: _Hlk118144188]Intro: 1 Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil. 2 And after fasting forty days and forty nights, he was hungry. 3 And the tempter came and said to him, “If you are the Son of God, command these stones to become loaves of bread.” 4 But he answered, “It is written, “ ‘Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that comes from the mouth of God.’ ” 5 Then the devil took him to the holy city and set him on the pinnacle of the temple 6 and said to him, “If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down, for it is written, “ ‘He will command his angels concerning you,’ and “ ‘On their hands they will bear you up, lest you strike your foot against a stone.’ ” 7 Jesus said to him, “Again it is written, ‘You shall not put the Lord your God to the test.’ ” 8 Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of the world and their glory. 9 And he said to him, “All these I will give you, if you will fall down and worship me.” 10 Then Jesus said to him, “Be gone, Satan! For it is written, “ ‘You shall worship the Lord your God and him only shall you serve.’ ” 11 Then the devil left him, and behold, angels came and were ministering to him. 
I. There are three facts that needs to be noted: – 1 Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil.
a. Jesus was tempted immediately after His baptism
b. Jesus knew that He would suffer from being tempted
• This reads as if Jesus knew that this moment was coming. Temptation is coming and we know that one day temptation will be placed in front us, and we will have to decide what we are going to do. One thing is for sure; we all will have to go through it. 
° 25 And he said to them, “O foolish ones, and slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have spoken! 26 Was it not necessary that the Christ should suffer these things and enter into his glory?” Luke 24:25, 26
c. Jesus knew satan was going to tempt Him 
• Yes, the Holy Spirit led him to be tempted by satan who was doing the tempting. God does not tempt anyone but will allow temptation to happen. This is to:
1. Teach us self-control
2. Teach us the differences between good and evil
3. Strengthen our skills to fight off our enemy
II. Satan used Christ’s Deity and humanity to war against each other – 2 And after fasting forty days and forty nights, he was hungry. 3 And the tempter came and said to him, “If you are the Son of God, command these stones to become loaves of bread.” 4 But he answered, “It is written, “ ‘Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that comes from the mouth of God.’ ”
a. Christ’s physical body was tempted to obey satan
• Satan could never ever get the Son of God worship him, but he would try and get the Son of man to do so. Mathew is writing to the church to show that Jesus was indeed the Son of Man. John wrote to the church to show that Jesus was the Son of God. Mathew was showing Jesus’ humanity as it relates to Christ fulfilling prophecy and John was showing Jesus as the Son of God, and He was the fulfillment of prophecy. 

b. Satan must twists scripture to achieve his will
• God’s word is perfect and just, but satan tries to place loopholes so that we can sin against God and still think we are saved. “Did God actually tell you”, no he told Adam, and “You will not die” because they never really understood what death was since they have never seen it or have been a part of any death. He just leaves out certain things in God word and gently adds to certain things to God’s word that seem innocent. 
° 1 Now the serpent was more crafty than any other beast of the field that the Lord God had made. He said to the woman, “Did God actually say, ‘You shall not eat of any tree in the garden’?” 4 But the serpent said to the woman, “You will not surely die”. Genesis 3:1, 4 
III. Satan tempted Christ’s Deity – 5 Then the devil took him to the holy city and set him on the pinnacle of the temple 6 and said to him, “If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down, for it is written, “ ‘He will command his angels concerning you,’ and “ ‘On their hands they will bear you up, lest you strike your foot against a stone.’ ” 7 Jesus said to him, “Again it is written, ‘You shall not put the Lord your God to the test.’ ”
a. Satan would never tempt Christ in His full glory
• Satan would never tempt Christ as being His Creator. But he would tempt His deity through the weakest part of Christ’s mission, and that would be in His humanity. Yes, he did tempt Christ’s Deity, but satan went at Christ while He was in His humanity. Satan knew who He was, all the demons knew who He was and why He came. This was a bold move, but it was also one of the dumbest. He tempts Christ knowing he has no chance of winning.
° 28 And when he came to the other side, to the country of the Gadarenes, two demon-possessed men met him, coming out of the tombs, so fierce that no one could pass that way. 29 And behold, they cried out, “What have you to do with us, O Son of God? Have you come here to torment us before the time?” Matthew 8:28, 29
b. Christ establishes to us how to have strong faith
• Each time satan tempted Him Christ always came back with the scripture, quoted rightly and in its proper context. Christ is the author and finisher of our faith. He is the real deal when it comes to strong and standfast faith. We find here that in the hour of temptation the word of God is our best defense. 
c. Satan’s purpose for getting Christ to end his humanity 
1. Keep him from the great sacrifice for mankind
2. To embarrass the Triune Godhead
IV. Satan’s third temptation was a battle over superiority – 8 Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of the world and their glory. 9 And he said to him, “All these I will give you, if you will fall down and worship me.” 10 Then Jesus said to him, “Be gone, Satan! For it is written, “ ‘You shall worship the Lord your God and him only shall you serve.’ ”
a. If Christ was to compromise His ministry He would be worthless
• He was tempted to trip up Christ to cause His ministry to fail. Once Christ has a failed ministry then the cross would be laughable, the prayers would be considered worthless, and His miracles would be seen as a magic trickery.
° 1 Working together with him, then, we appeal to you not to receive the grace of God in vain. 2 For he says, “In a favorable time I listened to you, and in a day of salvation I have helped you.” Behold, now is the favorable time; behold, now is the day of salvation. 2 Corinthians 6:1-2 
b. If His ministry was worthless so would be his Deity
• If Jesus was to worship satan just one time he would give Him the world. But what satan failed to mention was he was tempting the very Creator who created the world and all that was in her. If Christ was to worship satan then He would cease to become the Son of Man. He could never get Christ to cease to be the Son of God.
° 34 “Salt is good, but if salt has lost its taste, how shall its saltiness be restored? 35 It is of no use either for the soil or for the manure pile. It is thrown away. He who has ears to hear, let him hear.” Luke 14:34, 35
V. There is victory after temptation – 11 Then the devil left him, and behold, angels came and were ministering to him. 
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• Christ has shown us how to defeat satan. If we resist the devil he will flee and that is a guarantee.
b. There is always an escape from temptation
° 13 No temptation has overtaken you that is not common to man. God is faithful, and he will not let you be tempted beyond your ability, but with the temptation he will also provide the way of escape, that you may be able to endure it. 1 Corinthians 10:13
c. Christ sets an example of resisting the devil 
° 7 Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. James 4:7
d. Angels have a ministry to this world
• I do believe that angels have a ministry to mankind. I do believe that children have a guardian angel. 
° 10 “See that you do not despise one of these little ones. For I tell you that in heaven their angels always see the face of my Father who is in heaven. Matthew 18:10
° 14 Are they not all ministering spirits sent out to serve for the sake of those who are to inherit salvation? Hebrews 1:14



