L5 – John the Baptist Message for all
Mat. 3:1-12
[bookmark: _Hlk117347090]Intro: 1 In those days John the Baptist came preaching in the wilderness of Judea, 2 “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” 3 For this is he who was spoken of by the prophet Isaiah when he said, “The voice of one crying in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord; make his paths straight.’ ” 4 Now John wore a garment of camel’s hair and a leather belt around his waist, and his food was locusts and wild honey. 5 Then Jerusalem and all Judea and all the region about the Jordan were going out to him, 6 and they were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. 7 But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming to his baptism, he said to them, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? 8 Bear fruit in keeping with repentance. 9 And do not presume to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our father,’ for I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children for Abraham. 10 Even now the axe is laid to the root of the trees. Every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. 11 “I baptize you with water for repentance, but he who is coming after me is mightier than I, whose sandals I am not worthy to carry. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 12 His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing floor and gather his wheat into the barn, but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.” 
1. The theme is to prove that Jesus Christ is the Messiah
2. The Kingdom of God does not Belong to the Jews
I. John’s church was in the wilderness
a. He had no structure of a regular church
John was an old country preacher, preaching outside the eastern parts of Israel. There are no trees, very little water, and yet people would come out to hear this preacher, preach the coming of Christ. The excitement was strong, his preaching ability was powerful, and the results were disciples, men and women. I feel like we have need of strong preachers to bring back that excitement about preaching the coming of Christ. We have lost it for years.
b. What makes a church is the people
• I believe in a church building for us to meet in for worship. I know there are other good Christians that believe in the in-home church, and that is biblical, and we do have in home study of Tues. and Wednesday, but as the church grew the in-home church became too small to hold everyone and so a large building became the next step. So, whether it is in a home or a building what makes the church is its people that worship there.
° 12 So with yourselves, since you are eager for manifestations of the Spirit, strive to excel in building up the church. 1 Corinthians 14:12
II. John’s message was simple
a. His message was for us was to repent
• Repent is a little different from confession. Repentance is to turn away from sin. It means to go one way then make a U-turn and go the other way. We will talk about confession later in this point.
° 1 There were some present at that very time who told him about the Galileans whose blood Pilate had mingled with their sacrifices. 2 And he answered them, “Do you think that these Galileans were worse sinners than all the other Galileans, because they suffered in this way? 3 No, I tell you; but unless you repent, you will all likewise perish. Luke 13:1-3
b. His message was about preparing for the coming kingdom
• He is the sovereign God of His kingdom. His kingdom is coming now; it is immediately upon us. So, His kingdom and sovereign rule is now. Repent and get ready for His Kingly reign over His Kingdom.
° 8 Whenever you enter a town and they receive you, eat what is set before you. 9 Heal the sick in it and say to them, ‘The kingdom of God has come near to you.’ Luke 10:8, 9
c. His message was to the crowds of people
• They were people that wanted to hear the message. They were hungry for the word of God. They were willing to sit in the blazing heat of the dessert sun to hear the man of God preach about the coming of the Messiah. Wow! We can’t get people to come back to church because of c-19. We are spoiled rotten spiritually. 
° 4 But Jesus, knowing their thoughts, said, “Why do you think evil in your hearts? 5 For which is easier, to say, ‘Your sins are forgiven,’ or to say, ‘Rise and walk’? 6 But that you may know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins”—he then said to the paralytic—“Rise, pick up your bed and go home.” 7 And he rose and went home. 8 When the crowds saw it, they were afraid, and they glorified God, who had given such authority to men. Matthew 9:4-8
d. His message was about confessing
• As we mentioned earlier repenting is different from confessing. I can repent without confessing my sin. Repentance is nothing more than turning the other way or turning from sin and going the other way. It is like they have a change of heart. Many people do that, but they never confess their sins to God. They just assume He already knows. We need to both confess our sins and then turn away from them.
° 8 But what does it say? “The word is near you, in your mouth and in your heart” (that is, the word of faith that we proclaim); 9 because, if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. 10 For with the heart one believes and is justified, and with the mouth one confesses and is saved. 11 For the Scripture says, “Everyone who believes in him will not be put to shame.” Romans 10:8-11
III. John’s message was to the Religious Hypocrites – 7 But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming to his baptism, he said to them, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? 8 Bear fruit in keeping with repentance. 9 And do not presume to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our father,’ for I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children for Abraham. 10 Even now the axe is laid to the root of the trees. Every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.
a. Religious Hypocrites will not listen to the word of God (v. 7)
• Hypocrites will not listen to the word of God, why would they, they are hypocrites. They are playing act in front of an audience (the Jews) to gain their support. 
° 6 he need not honor his father.’ So for the sake of your tradition you have made void the word of God. 7 You hypocrites! Well did Isaiah prophesy of you, when he said: 8 “ ‘This people honors me with their lips, but their heart is far from me; 9 in vain do they worship me, teaching as doctrines the commandments of men.’ ” Matthew 15:6-9
b. Religious Hypocrites will not repent 
• They don’t need to repent, because in their minds they have done nothing wrong. They have performed their act and refined their act to perfection to where you think they have already repented. They will say the right words, just enough to fool the weakest Christian, but the wisdom from the Elders of the church can smell the hypocrisy a mile away.
° 25 “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you clean the outside of the cup and the plate, but inside they are full of greed and self-indulgence. 26 You blind Pharisee! First clean the inside of the cup and the plate, that the outside also may be clean. Matthew 23:25-26 (ESV)
c. Religious Hypocrites are arrogant in their thinking – “‘We have Abraham as our father”
• They look down on everybody. They think that they are of a superior bloodline than the peasants. They think you are second class citizens to their elite class country club. They are special and you need them more than they need you. Religious hypocrites can be found in your church, in your politics, in your families. Don’t be fooled by their tactics. We all are born into sin, we all will die because of the sin nature, and we all must be saved by the same blood of Christ, no matter how rich or poor, no matter what bloodline you come from.
° 1 Then Jesus said to the crowds and to his disciples, 2 “The scribes and the Pharisees sit on Moses’ seat, 3 so practice and observe whatever they tell you— but not what they do. For they preach, but do not practice. Matthew 23:1-3
IV. His message was about Christ – 11 “I baptize you with water for repentance, but he who is coming after me is mightier than I, whose sandals I am not worthy to carry. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 12 His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing floor and gather his wheat into the barn, but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.” 
a. John message was Christ is greater than him
• John baptized not to wash away your sins, but to prepare for the coming of Christ who will wash away your sins in the blood of Christ after repenting. It was to convert into believers but not to convert sinners from sins.
b. John message was about salvation plan
• If John’s message is that Christ is greater than him then who should we repent to, Christ or John? Well Christ of course. If John recognized his limitations but there are no limitations in Christ. 
c. John message was clear – it’s about Christ’s Judgment 
• Notice the singular tense in judgment. Just one. And it will be swift, clean, thorough, and painful. It is not going to be a party on the beaches of Reo. This will be permanent pain and suffering for all eternity.
