L3 – The way to handle hate and separation
Ps. 119:17-24
Gimel

[bookmark: _Hlk107866748]Intro: 17 Deal bountifully with your servant, that I may live and keep your word. 18 Open my eyes, that I may behold wondrous things out of your law. 19 I am a sojourner on the earth; hide not your commandments from me! 20 My soul is consumed with longing for your rules at all times. 21 You rebuke the insolent, accursed ones, who wander from your commandments. 22 Take away from me scorn and contempt, for I have kept your testimonies. 23 Even though princes sit plotting against me, your servant will meditate on your statutes. 24 Your testimonies are my delight; they are my counselors. 
I. Pray for God’s wisdom and guidance – 17 Deal bountifully with your servant, that I may live and keep your word. 18 Open my eyes, that I may behold wondrous things out of your law. 19 I am a sojourner on the earth; hide not your commandments from me! 20 My soul is consumed with longing for your rules at all times. 21 You rebuke the insolent, accursed ones, who wander from your commandments.
• The Psalmist (Ezra) was paying a price for his faithful obedience to God. The constant hate and contempt by those around him, for his beliefs and living was draining him dry. Just as if the very life was being pulled from his body. So, he respectfully asked the Lord to handle the situation and to show favor to him because he was God’s loyal servant.
a. Understand that God himself can give life
• I’m not just talking about life of our very breath, but life in how we live. Yes, God is the very life in which we live. Without Him we cease to exist. But how often do we give Him credit for not just our life, but how we live that life He has given us. He can give you a completely new life to live. A new identity, a new hope, and a new joy. All we have to do is ask and believe.
° 17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; behold, the new has come. 2 Corinthians 5:17
b. Make a commitment to keep His word
• In order to handle hatred and loneliness make a solid commitment to keep the word of God, no matter how hard it may be. This will give you focus, drive, and ambition to face any hateful and scornful remarks that come from any anti-God people. Notice that the hateful redirect that was coming from the anti-God people didn’t cause him to compromise his relationship with the Lord.
° 2 He who walks blamelessly and does what is right and speaks truth in his heart; 3 who does not slander with his tongue and does no evil to his neighbor, nor takes up a reproach against his friend; 4 in whose eyes a vile person is despised, but who honors those who fear the Lord; who swears to his own hurt and does not change; 5 who does not put out his money at interest and does not take a bribe against the innocent. He who does these things shall never be moved. Psalms 15:2-5
c. Ask God to open your eyes to understand His word
• The Psalmist knew that God’s word was the only way to help him in his handling of the hatred and scorn from others. Now reading God’s word is the basic, studying God’s word is mandatory, but knowing how to understand God’s word is fundamental. Application of God’s word is lost in our society. We have no problem reading it, we have no problem studying it, but we have a major problem applying it.
° 18 to open their eyes, so that they may turn from darkness to light and from the power of Satan to God, that they may receive forgiveness of sins and a place among those who are sanctified by faith in me.’ Acts 26:18
d. Understand that you are a stranger to this situation
• Don’t go into any problem thinking you are a “know it all” because you will get humiliated. Every problem is different, every situation is unique in some way or another. That is why you’re seeking God’s help and use God’s word for guidance. Like I have always said to my boys – “a big head usually means they have little minds”.
° 10 By insolence (pride) comes nothing but strife, but with those who take advice is wisdom. Proverbs 13:10
e. Realize that God will punish the unrighteous ones
• It is not up to us to judge or punish anyone. The scriptures are clear on this one. I don’t stand in the sinner’s way of sinning, nor condemn them. Our sins have already condemned us all. All we do is teach, preach, and offer a better way. God will do the rest. And believe me when I say, His punishment is greater than anything I can come up with.
° 1 Blessed is the man who walks not in the counsel of the wicked, nor stands in the way of sinners, nor sits in the seat of scoffers; Psalms 1:1
° 18 Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe is condemned already, because he has not believed in the name of the only Son of God. John 3:18
II. Pray for God to deliver you from your scorners – 22 Take away from me scorn and contempt, for I have kept your testimonies. 23 Even though princes sit plotting against me, your servant will meditate on your statutes. 24 Your testimonies are my delight; they are my counselors. 
a. Deliverance will come when we pray and obey
• This is something I wish I could express more deeply than I can. It is vital to pray, but don’t forget to be obedient to the word of God. Prayer will bring down God’s guidance but it is the word of God that shows us the map where with we are to walk from.
° 10 so as to walk in a manner worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing to him, bearing fruit in every good work and increasing in the knowledge of God. Colossians 1:10
b. Realize who your enemies are
• This world is not your friend; the world governments are not your friend. In fact, you need to realize just who your friend is and who is your enemy. The word “sit” means that the rulers of the world sit in power and judgment over the people. It is obvious that the Psalmist felt powerless, and the rulers sit in judgment over the people of Israel. I guess not much has changed since then, has it.

° 71 that we should be saved from our enemies and from the hand of all who hate us; 72 to show the mercy promised to our fathers and to remember his holy covenant, 73 the oath that he swore to our father Abraham, to grant us 74 that we, being delivered from the hand of our enemies, might serve him without fear, Luke 1:71-74

c. Pray and meditate on God’s word despite your situation

• I’m not just talking about just memorizing scripture but breaking down scripture for deep in-depth study of what was said, why it was said, and how does this apply to me today. In Psalm 1:2 the word “mediate or study” speaks of what a cow does after grazing all day. As she chews the cud over and over again, she extracts every nutrient. In other words, to meditate means to ponder a section of the Word daily, extracting more from its limitless supply each time.

° 14 Do not neglect the gift you have, which was given you by prophecy when the council of elders laid their hands on you. 15 Practice these things, immerse yourself in them, so that all may see your progress. 16 Keep a close watch on yourself and on the teaching. Persist in this, for by so doing you will save both yourself and your hearers. 1 Timothy 4:14-16

