

L13 – The Christian is to walk with respect to their call
Eph. 4:1-6
[bookmark: _Hlk97930268]Intro: 1 I therefore, a prisoner for the Lord, urge you to walk in a manner worthy of the calling to which you have been called, 2 with all humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing with one another in love, 3 eager to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. 4 There is one body and one Spirit—just as you were called to the one hope that belongs to your call— 5 one Lord, one faith, one baptism, 6 one God and Father of all, who is over all and through all and in all. 

The Two key verses in Ephesians are 2:8, 9 and 5:1.

• We are going to spend the next 10 lessons and sermons dealing with the walk of a Christian. We will be dealing with every part of the Christian walk. From dealing with the outside world to dealing with the family structure. You may be surprised what you have been taught by someone from verses and what the bible has to say on somethings.

I. The way we walk tells of our character – I therefore, a prisoner for the Lord, urge you to walk in a manner worthy of the calling to which you have been called, 2 with all humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing with one another in love,

a. We are to walk in humility (tapeinophrosynē) – modesty, humbleness of mind. Humility begins with a humbleness in the mind before it will get into your heart.

b. We are to walk with gentleness (praotēs) – while gentleness is a form of humility. The difference is humility starts in the mind, but gentleness is put into action.

c. We are to walk with patience (makrothymia) – patience and love do go together because it’s when we need to show love the most, when we are dealing with impatient people.

d. We are to walk in the love (agape) of Christ – It is this kind of love we are challenged to show to a world that will not accept it.

II. The purpose for walking respectful in Christ – 3 eager to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.

a. So that we can maintain unity 

• There must be an eagerness to wanting to keep unity in the church. Not the kind of unity where one dictates over the other what to believe, like some deacons will do, but the kind of unity where someone can have a disagreement without splitting the church.

° 1 Behold, how good and pleasant it is when brothers dwell in unity! Psalms 133:1
b. So that we can keep the bond of peace

• There is a common Person that seems to hold unity and peace together in a church and that Person is the Holy Spirit. The Spirit needs to help us maintain our unity, but He also needs to keep us bonded together with peace. Why? Because the devil wants to sow discord and division among us which will cause the unity to break up and peace among the church to be turned into chaos.

° 24 A dispute also arose among them, as to which of them was to be regarded as the greatest. 25 And he said to them, “The kings of the Gentiles exercise lordship over them, and those in authority over them are called benefactors. 26 But not so with you. Rather, let the greatest among you become as the youngest, and the leader as one who serves. Luke 22:24-26
III. There are seven key points to peace and unity – There is one body and one Spirit—just as you were called to the one hope that belongs to your call— 5 one Lord, one faith, one baptism, 6 one God and Father of all, who is over all and through all and in all. 

a. There is only one body 

• We may be made up of different denomination, races, and nations, but we are all one body. We are very diverse but in Christ we all are one church body. We are not divided up in different churches, but one church with a core belief that has difference of secondary issues. 

° 16 and might reconcile us both to God in one body through the cross, thereby killing the hostility. Ephesians 2:16
b. There is one Spirit 

• We know that Jesus is the head of the Church, but it is the Spirit that teaches, guides, and directs us to Christ. If we follow another direction that has not been laid out by the Spirit of God then we are following a path of deceit. It is the Spirit ministry to always directs us to Christ. If you are being pulled away from Christ, it’s not because the Spirit is directing you to do so.

° 26 “But when the Helper comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, the Spirit of truth, who proceeds from the Father, he will bear witness about me. John 15:26
c. There is one hope

• This is not a hope of maybe” but a hope of true assurance. The hope of a new heaven and earth, the hope of a resurrection day, a hope of real joy and peace, a hope of unity with Christ, and a hope of no sorrow, pain, or death.

° 4 For whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, that through endurance and through the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope. Romans 15:4
d. There is One Lord

• Who is this one Lord? Well, the Bible calls Him the King of kings and the Lord of lords, Jesus Christ. For those who do not believe in the Triune God note the Paul mentions God as Father, Jesus as Lord, and One Spirit as Holy Spirit. Pretty clear to me that there is a One Triune God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

° 19 So then the Lord Jesus, after he had spoken to them, was taken up into heaven and sat down at the right hand of God. 20 And they went out and preached everywhere, while the Lord worked with them and confirmed the message by accompanying signs. Mark 16:19-20
e. There is only one Faith

• There is only one faith, but there are many ways to use your faith. I have a series of faith lesson that deals with just this very thing. 

° 6 And without faith it is impossible to please him, for whoever would draw near to God must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who seek him. Hebrews 11:6
f. There is one baptism 

• What does He mean by “one baptism” when we know that there are two. Water baptism and spiritual baptism. Does these mean that the word of God is contradicting itself? No. Water baptism is nothing more than an open confession of the spiritual baptism by the blood of Jesus Christ. It is the spiritual baptism by the blood of Jesus Christ is what counts. Water baptism just gets you wet it is the spiritual baptism that make you clean in the eyes of God.

° 11 In him also you were circumcised with a circumcision made without hands, by putting off the body of the flesh, by the circumcision of Christ, 12 having been buried with him in baptism, in which you were also raised with him through faith in the powerful working of God, who raised him from the dead. Colossians 2:11, 12

g. There is one God

• There is only one Father. We are not to call another man “father” in a worship manner. Paul in Hebrews recognizes that we call men “father” in respect to the role of men in their child’s life. But Christ tells us that there is only one Father, and we should respect His name when it comes to worship and honor.

° 9 And call no man your father on earth, for you have one Father, who is in heaven. Matthew 23:9
° 9 Besides this, we have had earthly fathers who disciplined us and we respected them. Shall we not much more be subject to the Father of spirits and live? Hebrews 12:9



