

Obadiah a servant of the Lord
No-Name Series
1Kn. 18:1-16
Intro: There are no less than thirteen Obadiah’s mentioned in the Old Testament, but the man we have chosen for the subject of this study is mentioned in 1 Kings 18: 1–16, and he was governor in the palace of King Ahab.  We read of him not only that he “feared the Lord”, but that from his youth he had “feared the Lord greatly”. This man had his failures, and he was certainly not an Elijah, but we see in him many noble qualities. He feared the Lord in a day of apostasy, idolatry and immorality. When Elijah asked him to seek audience with the wicked King Ahab then Obadiah was very frightened, but he overcame his fear and “went to meet Ahab”, to whom he delivered the message (verse 16). Here are some main lessons to consider:

[bookmark: _Hlk196235963][bookmark: _Hlk196237688]I. Obadiah came to know the Lord while he was young – 3 And Ahab called Obadiah, who was over the household. (Now Obadiah feared the Lord greatly, . . . 12 And as soon as I have gone from you, the Spirit of the Lord will carry you I know not where. And so, when I come and tell Ahab and he cannot find you, he will kill me, although I your servant have feared the Lord from my youth. 1 Kings 18:3, 12
a. Children will never forget their Chrisitan roots

• What lies behind these words?  Did Obadiah have godly parents? – for it is significant that his name means “a servant of the Lord”.  What a heritage! – look up 2 Timothy 3: 15.  

° 6 Train up a child in the way he should go; even when he is old he will not depart from it. Proverbs 22:6
b. Leading our youth to Christ should be our priority

• The social Bill’s of our society (Mar, O’Reilly) would say the parent should never indoctrinate your children. That doing so shows your inability to parent your children to make decisions for themselves. And my answer to this is bolonos[footnoteRef:1].  [1:  My Greek word for boloney
] 


° 14 But as for you, continue in what you have learned and have firmly believed, knowing from whom you learned it 15 and how from childhood you have been acquainted with the sacred writings, which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. 2 Timothy 3:14, 15 

° An evangelist tested his audience of 4,500 and asked for various age groups to signify when they came to Christ.  The result was:
400 of those present were saved under 10 years of age;
600 were saved between 10-15 years;
1,000 were saved between 16-35 years;
24 only were saved after the age of 36.
The rest were not saved.

II. Obadiah knew the Lord and feared Him – 3 And Ahab called Obadiah, who was over the household. (Now Obadiah feared the Lord greatly, . . . 12 And as soon as I have gone from you, the Spirit of the Lord will carry you I know not where. And so, when I come and tell Ahab and he cannot find you, he will kill me, although I your servant have feared the Lord from my youth. 1 Kings 18:3, 12
a. He revered God with an intense zeal and true dedication
•  This is God’s desire for all His people, that we reverence Him with true passion. If you do not have passion for Christ, then where is your joy. It is our joy that gives us our passion to serve Christ with passion.
° 13 The fear of the Lord is hatred of evil. Pride and arrogance and the way of evil and perverted speech I hate. Proverbs 8:13
b. To fear the Lord means to reverence Him
• To fear the Lord does not mean to be possessed with a slavish fear; it means to love Him, to have a strong desire to please Him and to be “afraid” of grieving Him. Fear is an emotion which grips us, and to fear the Lord means to be gripped by a disposition to resist everything which would displease and dishonor Him.
° 6 For who in the skies can be compared to the Lord? Who among the heavenly beings is like the Lord, 7 a God greatly to be feared in the council of the holy ones, and awesome above all who are around him? Psalms 89:6, 7
III. Obadiah continued as a faithful follower – 12 And as soon as I have gone from you, the Spirit of the Lord will carry you I know not where. And so, when I come and tell Ahab and he cannot find you, he will kill me, although I your servant have feared the Lord from my youth.
a. Obadiah served the Lord for many years
• Notice the word “from (since)” in verse 12.  Obadiah trusted God and began to serve Him when he was a mere boy, but he had continued to do so over many years. Are you a faithful server of God? Do you have the spiritual fortitude to follow Him for the rest of your life, or you are one more trial and I am done Christian?
° 62 Jesus said to him, “No one who puts his hand to the plow and looks back is fit for the kingdom of God.” Luke 9:62
b. We should have a “I will never quit” attitude 
• This is what Job had. “Though He slays me, yet I will still trust Him” attitude. I may get knocked down, but I’m not knocked out. I am going to make it, no matter what comes what may I will never doubt Him. I may not understand but I will not doubt it. This is what we would call a committed Christian. From then, till now, and I will be tomorrow a Christian.
° 15 Though he slay me, I will hope in him; yet I will argue my ways to his face. Job 13:15
IV. Obadiah lived for God in very difficult times
a. This is where faith is often tested the most
• Obadiah lived for the Lord and served Him in a very difficult time and under the most trying conditions. This God-fearing man was chief steward in Ahab’s household, and he was immediately responsible to King Ahab and to his wicked, scheming wife, Jezebel.
° 18 The Lord is near to the brokenhearted and saves the crushed in spirit. Psalms 34:18
b. All of God’s children will be tested
• From Adam to Obadiah to you and me, we all will be tested and tried. Some will be tested more than others. That is still a mystery to me, but I know God has a plan and a purpose. Your faith will never grow unless it is tested. We preach “mountain top victory” but it is “in the valley pain” where faith grows the best.
° 4 Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil, for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me. 5 You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; you anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows. 6 Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, and I shall dwell in the house of the Lord forever. Psalms 23:4-6
V. Obadiah was known for his courage and compassion
• Obadiah was well known among the Lord’s people for an act which showed deep compassion and great courage. He was fearful and showed very great concern for the welfare of the sons of the prophets by hiding them and feeding them. This was a brave thing to do, and his daring act saved many lives from suffering, starvation and death.  Let us remember in our prayers the many who today show great courage and compassion as they live for and serve the Lord in a completely alien situation.
° 4 and when Jezebel cut off the prophets of the Lord, Obadiah took a hundred prophets and hid them by fifties in a cave and fed them with bread and water.) . . . 13 Has it not been told my lord what I did when Jezebel killed the prophets of the Lord, how I hid a hundred men of the Lord’s prophets by fifties in a cave and fed them with bread and water? 1 Kings 18:4, 13
VI. Obadiah loved the Lord but was very human
a. Obadiah was more afraid to the king than God – “11 And now you say, ‘Go, tell your lord, “Behold, Elijah is here.”’ 12 And as soon as I have gone from you, the Spirit of the Lord will carry you I know not where. And so, when I come and tell Ahab and he cannot find you, he will kill me”

b. He was not willing to die for His beliefs – “13 Has it not been told my lord what I did when Jezebel killed the prophets of the Lord, how I hid a hundred men of the Lord’s prophets by fifties in a cave and fed them with bread and water? 14 And now you say, ‘Go, tell your lord, “Behold, Elijah is here”’; and he will kill me.”

• We must never be afraid of any government that is willing to kill us for our believes or even putting us into jail for them. Many Christians were put in jail for having a different view over C-19, and if they’re willing to do that then what makes you think they are not going to do it over your beliefs in Christ. Just read Revelation people.

[bookmark: _Hlk196401466]° 5 And Ahab said to Obadiah, “Go through the land to all the springs of water and to all the valleys. Perhaps we may find grass and save the horses and mules alive, and not lose some of the animals.” 6 So they divided the land between them to pass through it. Ahab went in one direction by himself, and Obadiah went in another direction by himself. 7 And as Obadiah was on the way, behold, Elijah met him. And Obadiah recognized him and fell on his face and said, “Is it you, my lord Elijah?” 8 And he answered him, “It is I. Go, tell your lord, ‘Behold, Elijah is here.’ ” 9 And he said, “How have I sinned, that you would give your servant into the hand of Ahab, to kill me? 10 As the Lord your God lives, there is no nation or kingdom where my lord has not sent to seek you. And when they would say, ‘He is not here,’ he would take an oath of the kingdom or nation, that they had not found you. 11 And now you say, ‘Go, tell your lord, “Behold, Elijah is here.”’ 12 And as soon as I have gone from you, the Spirit of the Lord will carry you I know not where. And so, when I come and tell Ahab and he cannot find you, he will kill me, although I your servant have feared the Lord from my youth. 13 Has it not been told my lord what I did when Jezebel killed the prophets of the Lord, how I hid a hundred men of the Lord’s prophets by fifties in a cave and fed them with bread and water? 14 And now you say, ‘Go, tell your lord, “Behold, Elijah is here”’; and he will kill me.” 15 And Elijah said, “As the Lord of hosts lives, before whom I stand, I will surely show myself to him today.” 16 So Obadiah went to meet Ahab, and told him. And Ahab went to meet Elijah. 1 Kings 18:5-14
VII. Obadiah overcame his fears and was obedient to the Lord 
• Obadiah, by his faithfulness, made an unconscious contribution to the great and mighty victory of the Lord. This reminds us of that Obadiah’s service for the Lord was a valuable link in the chain of God’s working. At the end of the day, he was able to pray with the psalmist – look up Psalm 71: 17-18.

° 15 And Elijah said, “As the Lord of hosts lives, before whom I stand, I will surely show myself to him today.” 16 So Obadiah went to meet Ahab, and told him. And Ahab went to meet Elijah. 1 Kings 18:5-16

° 17 O God, from my youth you have taught me, and I still proclaim your wondrous deeds. 18 So even to old age and gray hairs, O God, do not forsake me, until I proclaim your might to another generation, your power to all those to come. Psalms 71:17, 18







