

[bookmark: _Hlk180011452]L7 – God’s case against Religious people – Conviction
Rom. 2:17-29
[bookmark: _Hlk180011362]Intro: 17 But if you call yourself a Jew and rely on the law and boast in God 18 and know his will and approve what is excellent, because you are instructed from the law; 19 and if you are sure that you yourself are a guide to the blind, a light to those who are in darkness, 20 an instructor of the foolish, a teacher of children, having in the law the embodiment of knowledge and truth— 21 you then who teach others, do you not teach yourself? While you preach against stealing, do you steal? 22 You who say that one must not commit adultery, do you commit adultery? You who abhor idols, do you rob temples? 23 You who boast in the law dishonor God by breaking the law. 24 For, as it is written, “The name of God is blasphemed among the Gentiles because of you.” 25 For circumcision indeed is of value if you obey the law, but if you break the law, your circumcision becomes uncircumcision. 26 So, if a man who is uncircumcised keeps the precepts of the law, will not his uncircumcision be regarded as circumcision? 27 Then he who is physically uncircumcised but keeps the law will condemn you who have the written code and circumcision but break the law. 28 For no one is a Jew who is merely one outwardly, nor is circumcision outward and physical. 29 But a Jew is one inwardly, and circumcision is a matter of the heart, by the Spirit, not by the letter. His praise is not from man but from God. 
Religion has become one of the most destructive tools to advise particular faiths that has nothing to do with the Triune God. It has been used to separate families, drive divisions in the church, and even set Christians against Christians all in the name of a particular religion. Paul address that the only true religion belongs to Jesus Christ. And He sets this example by using the Jewish people and how they worship their religion whether than worshiping the One true God.
I. Religious people will only profess their religion – 17 But if you call yourself a Jew and rely on the law and boast in God 18 and know his will and approve what is excellent, because you are instructed from the law; 19 and if you are sure that you yourself are a guide to the blind, a light to those who are in darkness, 20 an instructor of the foolish, a teacher of children, having in the law the embodiment of knowledge and truth
a. They will only profess their rules (law) – “you call yourself a Jew and rely on the law”
• Paul is pointing out that they are rightful claiming to be a Jew, and they follow the law. But it is their law and their rules and their way of life, and they have the only access to God, and none of this is true. The law and its practices was for the Jewish to follow, but anyone have the right to follow the law. And even at this we will not be able to keep the law, and so what do we do, we will improvise.
° 14 Every man is stupid and without knowledge; every goldsmith is put to shame by his idols, for his images are false, and there is no breath in them. Jeremiah 10:14
b. They are instructed to obey the law – “you are instructed from the law”
• Religious people are instructed on how to live on the outside (this is what we will be getting into later). Grandma taught me what the Bible says. My dad would say a prayer before dinner every night. We went to mass every Sunday with my mom. Mom was not saved, Dad never lived a Christian life, and Grandma never read her bible. Religion lives by the law and not grace.
° 3 For God has done what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do. By sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and for sin, he condemned sin in the flesh, 4 in order that the righteous requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not according to the flesh but according to the Spirit. Romans 8:3, 4
c. They use their rules to guide the blind – “yourself are a guide to the blind, a light to those who are in darkness”
• They will guide misfortune people to doom by having a false light in a dark place. This is why when a Mormon will send aid to flood victims it is seen as doing the Christian thing, or when a Muslim will do the same and is considered as being the same as Christianity. This is called following the law, without following Christ first. Jehovah witnesses are knocking 1,000 doors in one week, and this is called, “led the lost into the light”. It is their Christian duty. Yes, you have people who will present a false light of righteousness, it is called religion and false doctrine.
° 13 For such men are false apostles, deceitful workmen, disguising themselves as apostles of Christ. 14 And no wonder, for even Satan disguises himself as an angel of light. 15 So it is no surprise if his servants, also, disguise themselves as servants of righteousness. Their end will correspond to their deeds. 2 Corinthians 11:13-15
d. They will use their rules to instruct the foolish – “an instructor of the foolish”
• This means that they were instructing people who don’t know the law or rules they way they did. Foolish – properly mindless, i.e. stupid, (by implication) ignorant, (special) egotistic, (practically) rash, or (moral) unbelieving: - fool (-ish), unwise.
° 2 A fool takes no pleasure in understanding, but only in expressing his opinion. Proverbs 18:2
° 3 Even when the fool walks on the road, he lacks sense, and he says to everyone that he is a fool. Ecclesiastes 10:3
e. They used their rules to teach children – “teacher of children”
• From LGBTQ+ teachings to Mormons, to the Catholic church they all have one thing in common: changing and teaching children their false rituals on how to get close to their god. Instead of teaching the way the word should be taught, they were teaching how rituals and mandates were the way to living right.
° 3 For the time is coming when people will not endure sound teaching, but having itching ears they will accumulate for themselves teachers to suit their own passions, 4 and will turn away from listening to the truth and wander off into myths. 2 Timothy 4:3, 4
[bookmark: _Hlk199860804]f. They use their rules to teach they that have a form of the truth – “having in the law the embodiment of knowledge and truth”
• They have a picture of what the truth is, but they don’t know what the Truth is as their personal Savior and Lord. "Having the form of godliness but denying its power." It is sometimes used in a good, and sometimes in a bad sense. Here it denotes, that in their teaching they retained the semblance, sketch, or outline of the true doctrines of the Old Testament. They had in the Scriptures a correct delineation of the truth. Truth is the representation of things as they are; and the doctrines which the Jews had in the Old Testament were a correct representation or delineation of the objects of knowledge.
° 2 For people will be lovers of self, lovers of money, proud, arrogant, abusive, disobedient to their parents, ungrateful, unholy, 3 heartless, unappeasable, slanderous, without self-control, brutal, not loving good, 4 treacherous, reckless, swollen with conceit, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God, 5 having the appearance of godliness, but denying its power. Avoid such people. 2 Timothy 3:2-5
[bookmark: _Hlk199860823][bookmark: _Hlk179379562][bookmark: _Hlk179379568]II. Religious people fail to live what they preach – 21 you then who teach others, do you not teach yourself? While you preach against stealing, do you steal? 22 You who say that one must not commit adultery, do you commit adultery? You who abhor idols, do you rob temples? 23 You who boast in the law dishonor God by breaking the law. 24 For, as it is written, “The name of God is blasphemed among the Gentiles because of you.”
a. Their life does not match what he professes – “you then who teach others, do you not teach yourself”
• People who live a religious life and not a Christian live, life by their own rules and you must live by a different set of rules. I know priests who will give mass without taking mass for themselves. This type of religion is what the Pharisees were practicing. Jesus calls them hypocrites and their father is the devil. 
° 23 “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you tithe mint and dill and cumin, and have neglected the weightier matters of the law: justice and mercy and faithfulness. These you ought to have done, without neglecting the others. 24 You blind guides, straining out a gnat and swallowing a camel! Matthew 23:23-24
b. Their behavior causes others to abuse God’s name – “The name of God is blasphemed among the Gentiles because of you”
• I understand that we have people who have done things that are hypocritical. But we are not talking about that, we are talking about living the life of a hypocrite. That is someone who play acts who they really are. The Pharisees were masters at this. They would fake fast. They would paint their faces as if they were starving and then sneak in the back of the temple for a seven-course meal. They want you to fast, but they were too good to fast, and at the same time want you to believe they were just like you.
° 16 “And when you fast, do not look gloomy like the hypocrites, for they disfigure their faces that their fasting may be seen by others. Truly, I say to you, they have received their reward. 17 But when you fast, anoint your head and wash your face, 18 that your fasting may not be seen by others but by your Father who is in secret. And your Father who sees in secret will reward you. Matthew 6:16-18
[bookmark: _Hlk179924543]III. Religious people believe that rituals are the way to secure God’s approval – 25 For circumcision indeed is of value if you obey the law, but if you break the law, your circumcision becomes uncircumcision. 26 So, if a man who is uncircumcised keeps the precepts of the law, will not his uncircumcision be regarded as circumcision? 27 Then he who is physically uncircumcised but keeps the law will condemn you who have the written code and circumcision but break the law.
a. Circumcision (religious people) is valued only if you keep they law
• It is the law and rituals of the law that religious people put more importance than necessary on keeping the law. You can’t keep the law completely because you are not perfect. But Christ keep the law perfectly and then offered himself as a perfect sacrifice, so we don’t have to kept the law and rituals. Now we are under grace and not the law.
° 3 I testify again to every man who accepts circumcision that he is obligated to keep the whole law. 4 You are severed from Christ, you who would be justified by the law; you have fallen away from grace. 5 For through the Spirit, by faith, we ourselves eagerly wait for the hope of righteousness. 6 For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor uncircumcision counts for anything, but only faith working through love. Galatians 5:3-6
b. What if the uncircumcision kept the law better than the circumcision[footnoteRef:1] – “Then he who is physically uncircumcised but keeps the law will condemn you who have the written code and circumcision but break the law.” [1:  Because of its context this is a difficult passage to interpret. If you keep the law are then a Jew by the law? The law and their ritual were made for direction to salvation not for salvation.] 

• If uncircumcision keeps the law, are they then justified by the law? Some seem to be keeping the law and its rituals better than the Jews. The law was not just made for the Jews only. We are told many times where non-Jewish people obeyed the laws of the Jewish God and were blessed. So, the law was not here to save but to prepare for the salvation of Jesus Christ. Rituals and keeping the law is not the way for salvation. Nevers has been and never will be.
° 25 For circumcision indeed is of value if you obey the law, but if you break the law, your circumcision becomes uncircumcision. 26 So, if a man who is uncircumcised keeps the precepts of the law, will not his uncircumcision be regarded as circumcision? Romans. 2:25, 26
° 3 For God has done what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do. By sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and for sin, he condemned sin in the flesh, 4 in order that the righteous requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not according to the flesh but according to the Spirit. Romans 8:3, 4
IV. A True Religious people are righteous inwardly – 28 For no one is a Jew who is merely one outwardly, nor is circumcision outward and physical. 29 But a Jew is one inwardly, and circumcision is a matter of the heart, by the Spirit, not by the letter. His praise is not from man but from God. 
a. We realize the law (rituals) is outwardly
[bookmark: _Hlk199860762]• We keep the law only to break it, and once we break it, we are guilty of not keeping the whole law and its rituals. Many try to keep doing the right things and maintaining an outward appearance only to find that keeping the law is not working for the betterment of our lives. It is the change of heart that helps us obey the word, not obedience to the law helps us change our lives.
° 25 “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you clean the outside of the cup and the plate, but inside they are full of greed and self-indulgence. 26 You blind Pharisee! First clean the inside of the cup and the plate, that the outside also may be clean. Matthew 23:25, 26
b. We realize that we need a change of heart inwardly
• This is the theme through out the bible “repent”.  John’s the Baptist was to preach repentance, Jesus first message was to repent, and the book of Rev. is filled will stories of judgment and repentance. If you have a change of heart, you will have a change of mind. Repentance changes your heart then you will have a change of mind.
° 19 Repent therefore, and turn again, that your sins may be blotted out, 20 that times of refreshing may come from the presence of the Lord, and that he may send the Christ appointed for you, Jesus, 21 whom heaven must receive until the time for restoring all the things about which God spoke by the mouth of his holy prophets long ago. Acts 3:19-21
c. We will receive praise of God and not men
• We praise the Lord out of honor. Many will praise other people to get something from them. But when God gives you praise Him blessing you with for a job well done.  
° 41 Isaiah said these things because he saw his glory and spoke of him. 42 Nevertheless, many even of the authorities believed in him, but for fear of the Pharisees they did not confess it, so that they would not be put out of the synagogue; 43 for they loved the glory that comes from man more than the glory that comes from God. John 12:41-43




