

L7 - You are right I don’t know you, but Jesus does
John 2:23-25
[bookmark: _Hlk194867133]Introduction: 23 Now when he was in Jerusalem at the Passover Feast, many believed in his name when they saw the signs that he was doing. 24 But Jesus on his part did not entrust himself to them, because he knew all people 25 and needed no one to bear witness about man, for he himself knew what was in man. 

1. The Theme of the Gospel of John: "The _ _word___ Became Flesh"
2. The Purpose of the Gospel of John: "That We May ___believe_____

You don’t know me, so you can’t judge me; you don’t know what I have been through, you don’t know anything about me. Yes, to all these questions, I don’t nor can I, but Jesus does know all about you. The sins, the betrayals, the lies, and yes, the crooked and deceiving heart you have (and I). That is what this lesson is about. Many really don’t know Jesus personally, they just say they do for his miracles and their selfish greed. So, you can say that I don’t know you to help justify you trail of sins, but Jesus already knows you and is not pleased.

[bookmark: _Hlk195360737]I. Defining True Belief in Jesus - 23 Now when he was in Jerusalem at the Passover Feast, many believed in his name when they saw the signs that he was doing. 

a. Many believed in His name

• The word for believe here is in an aorist tense ending which means they had a genuine, sincere believe in Christ. However, the others who also believed of was not so genuine that is why he could not commit to them because he knows “all men’s hearts”.
 
b. They believed in Christ because of the Miracles.

• There are four words used in the Bible to describe miracles and signs:

° Teras – means spectacular, staggering, amazing, dazzling. Many saw Jesus as a spectacular performer, that can dazzle them and entertain them (Lk. 23:6-9).
° Dunamis – means unusual power, extraordinary power, explosive power. This is the kind of believing power that leads to salvation. It’s extraordinary, explosive power, that changes a wino into a missionary, of a prostitute into a Sunday School teacher. It is this believing power that the world calls unusually strange and peculiar (Rom. 1:16).
° Ergon – means distinctive works, deeds, and miracles. Such work can only come for God. Some miracles when you see them it will be so overwhelming that the only explanation is that this came from God Himself. Someone who has been brought back to life, that has been dead longer than expected for example (Lk. 11:1-44)
° Semeion – means a sign that characterizes someone, that is his nature and character (Jn. 20:30, 31).

• The word “semeion” can also be used for those who believe the signs but do not have the right kind of believe. Their faith was not a faith of commitment but of contentment. 

° It was a faith that arose from:
* a mental conviction, a head knowledge, an intellectual belief
* a surface acceptance of the fact that Jesus was the Savior

° It was also a faith:
* that only sought Jesus for what a person could get out of Him
* that never gave any thought to what a person might do for Christ
* that was unaware of the cost of discipleship, unaware that a person had to sacrifice himself and give all he was and had to Christ in order to become a follower of His (Mat. 16:24; 19:16-22).
   
There are some who believe and are committed, but there are some who believe and are not committed. This raises a question, “Is there a false belief in Christ”. 

[bookmark: _Hlk195360838]II. Jesus does not force Himself on us - 24 But Jesus on his part did not entrust himself to them, because he knew all people 25 and needed no one to bear witness about man, for he himself knew what was in man.

[bookmark: _Hlk195360909]• The word “commit” is the same word as “believe” in v. 23. Jesus did not believe the people so he could not commit Himself to them. For us many do not truly believe so we don’t commit to Christ. We may believe in word of sayings, but to actually follow and commit . . . no we don’t commit our lives to Christ.

a. Jesus knows who we are – The idea is that Jesus knew every single person personally.

• He knew the men He could trust and could not trust. He knew every man who professed to believe and still they would . . .

° betray Him
° deny Him 
° forsake Him
° fall away from Him
° be weak and easily influenced
° become untrustworthy
° lack commitment
° lack courage to stand for Him

[bookmark: _Hlk195360879]b. Jesus knows what is in us – No need to tell Him what kind of person we are. He knew knows our nature, faults, and failures.

• This is to the “you don’t know me, so you can’t judge me” crowd. The so-called believers who make a false profession without any confession crowd. Christ can’t commit Himself to you because He does know you. All too well. Sadly, this means that He:

° cannot give you the assurance you need for salvation. The confidence that a person is saved from sin, not to sin.
° cannot give the Holy Spirit to live within the heart and lives of you.
° cannot give the peace and fullness of live to you. The feeling of contentment in my life.
° cannot give the hope and certainty of eternal life
° cannot commit and entrust His work into your hand. Simply saying He can’t trust you to do His work.

c. Jesus knows everything about everyone 

III. This give us an understanding of what commitment faith really is

a. Commitment faith is not head knowledge

• It is not just mental guilt and intellectual agreement. It is not just believing the fact that Jesus Christ is the Savior of the world. It is not just believing in the historical records of Jesus. 

b.  Commitment faith is believing in Jesus for life 

• It is living the knowledge every day and commit our lives to that one belief that Christ died for our sins. It is that a person giving and turning his life over to Christ for life. It is a person casting himself upon his Savior Jesus Christ for life.

c. Saving faith will lead to commitment faith

• It is a man’s commitment of all he is and has to Jesus. It means giving him access to a person’s life for life. He follows Jesus in every area and in every detail of life, seeking His instructions in life, and doing these for the rest of their life. 




