[bookmark: _Hlk177593093][bookmark: _Hlk177593094]L6 – God’s case against the legalist intellectuals – Conviction & Repentance
Rom. 2:1-16
[bookmark: _Hlk177593042][bookmark: _Hlk177481638]Intro: 1 Therefore you have no excuse, O man, every one of you who judges. For in passing judgment on another you condemn yourself, because you, the judge, practice the very same things. 2 We know that the judgment of God rightly falls on those who practice such things. 3 Do you suppose, O man—you who judge those who practice such things and yet do them yourself—that you will escape the judgment of God? 4 Or do you presume on the riches of his kindness and forbearance and patience, not knowing that God’s kindness is meant to lead you to repentance? 5 But because of your hard and impenitent heart you are storing up wrath for yourself on the day of wrath when God’s righteous judgment will be revealed. 6 He will render to each one according to his works: 7 to those who by patience in well-doing seek for glory and honor and immortality, he will give eternal life; 8 but for those who are self-seeking and do not obey the truth, but obey unrighteousness, there will be wrath and fury. 9 There will be tribulation and distress for every human being who does evil, the Jew first and also the Greek, 10 but glory and honor and peace for everyone who does good, the Jew first and also the Greek. 11 For God shows no partiality. 12 For all who have sinned without the law will also perish without the law, and all who have sinned under the law will be judged by the law. 13 For it is not the hearers of the law who are righteous before God, but the doers of the law who will be justified. 14 For when Gentiles, who do not have the law, by nature do what the law requires, they are a law to themselves, even though they do not have the law. 15 They show that the work of the law is written on their hearts, while their conscience also bears witness, and their conflicting thoughts accuse or even excuse them 16 on that day when, according to my gospel, God judges the secrets of men by Christ Jesus. 
• God had just turned them over to ungodly behavior because they were thinking that they were smarter than God, more advanced than God, and had better equality other than God. So, now God is calling out their legalism and putting them on trial for sins against humanity. 
I. Man’s legalist morals are morally illegal – 1 Therefore you have no excuse, O man, every one of you who judges. For in passing judgment on another you condemn yourself, because you, the judge, practice the very same things.
a. He passes judgment on others 
• The moral legalist will have a superiority complex over other people. Whether he is an atheist or a believer they both have one thing in common, they think they are superior and they think they that they have the moral high ground because of their awesomeness and intellect. 
° 22 Claiming to be wise, they became fools, Romans 1:22
° 20 Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? 21 For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know God through wisdom, it pleased God through the folly of what we preach to save those who believe. 1 Corinthians 1:20, 21
b. He judges wrongfully
• I had a deacon’s wife kept claiming that I was doing many wrong things in the church, and when it would come up to the board it would be proven that I was innocent. Come to find out she and her husband were then one doing the same thing they accused me of doing. Moral legalists getting caught in the same web they were spinning. Be careful when casting stones because you will be held accountable for every stone you cast both good and bad.
° 14 The natural person does not accept the things of the Spirit of God, for they are folly to him, and he is not able to understand them because they are spiritually discerned. 15 The spiritual person judges all things, but is himself to be judged by no one. 16 “For who has understood the mind of the Lord so as to instruct him?” But we have the mind of Christ. 1 Corinthians 2:14-16
II. Perfect justice is based on moral truth – 2 We know that the judgment of God rightly falls on those who practice such things. 3 Do you suppose, O man—you who judge those who practice such things and yet do them yourself—that you will escape the judgment of God? 4 Or do you presume on the riches of his kindness and forbearance and patience, not knowing that God’s kindness is meant to lead you to repentance? 5 But because of your hard and impenitent heart you are storing up wrath for yourself on the day of wrath when God’s righteous judgment will be revealed.
a. God’s judgment falls on those who rightly deserve it
• Almost every time I witness to someone it usually ends up with this statement in some way, “I really am a good person. I’m not as bad as someone else. I have a good heart and soul. The Lord knows how good I am in my spirit.” We all deserve God’s judgement.
° 9 The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately sick; who can understand it? Jeremiah 17:9 
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• I had a deacon’s wife who would accuse me of doing things that they were guilty of. I say be careful. Because we need to know what is right and wrong, we need to have teachers and preachers to help us and show us the word of God, but we need to be careful not to cross the line of being self-righteous and self-centered in our preaching and teaching.
° 3 Why do you see the speck that is in your brother’s eye, but do not notice the log that is in your own eye? 4 Or how can you say to your brother, ‘Let me take the speck out of your eye,’ when there is the log in your own eye? 5 You hypocrite, first take the log out of your own eye, and then you will see clearly to take the speck out of your brother’s eye. Matthew 7:3-5
c. Self-righteous people think man is basically good
• Those who think that they are better in their morals, their standing in society, their standing in race and religion, will also be under the false impression that they are really good people, just better than you. This very false doctrine is sending millions to hell. You are not basically good, you are not better than someone else, you are not better than another race. Given the chance you will do bad.
° 9 What then? Are we Jews any better off? No, not at all. For we have already charged that all, both Jews and Greeks, are under sin, 10 as it is written: “None is righteous, no, not one; 11 no one understands; no one seeks for God. 12 All have turned aside; together they have become worthless; no one does good, not even one.” Romans 3:9-12
d. Self-righteous people will harden their hearts against God’s judgment
• This is where behavior begats behavior. What else will they do? They will follow the natural evolution of thought and behavior. Eliminate God from your heart and the only person you have left is self, and a moral legalist will never find themselves guilty. And God will not judge them because they are just that awesome.
° 7 Therefore, as the Holy Spirit says, “Today, if you hear his voice, 8 do not harden your hearts as in the rebellion, on the day of testing in the wilderness, 9 where your fathers put me to the test and saw my works for forty years. Hebrews 3:7-9
III. God will render judge to all men – 6 He will render to each one according to his works: 7 to those who by patience in well-doing seek for glory and honor and immortality, he will give eternal life; 8 but for those who are self-seeking and do not obey the truth, but obey unrighteousness, there will be wrath and fury. 9 There will be tribulation and distress for every human being who does evil, the Jew first and also the Greek, 10 but glory and honor and peace for everyone who does good, the Jew first and also the Greek.
a. God will reward those righteous followers’ eternal life – “He will render to each one according to his works”
• God will give according to your works. God will give rewards to those who have earned them. But one thing is for sure all of us will lay our rewards at the feet of Jesus. They are some with a lot and some with little, but all is given to Him for He is worthy.
° 4 Around the throne were twenty-four thrones, and seated on the thrones were twenty-four elders, clothed in white garments, with golden crowns on their heads. Revelation 4:4
b. God will reward those unrighteous people their reward
• There is only one reward that the unrighteous sinner will receive, and that is eternal hell and separation for a loving God forever. Now there a many who have a believe that there will be different degrees of punishment in hell. There are good agreements for both doctrines. But the fact is the same, they will be eternally separated from the love of God forever, and that hell you will feel, and that punishment of suffering is forever. 
° 21 “Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but the one who does the will of my Father who is in heaven. 22 On that day many will say to me, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name, and cast out demons in your name, and do many mighty works in your name?’ 23 And then will I declare to them, ‘I never knew you; depart from me, you workers of lawlessness.’ Matthew 7:21-23
IV. God’s judgment will not show favoritism – 11 For God shows no partiality. 12 For all who have sinned without the law will also perish without the law, and all who have sinned under the law will be judged by the law. 13 For it is not the hearers of the law who are righteous before God, but the doers of the law who will be justified. 14 For when Gentiles, who do not have the law, by nature do what the law requires, they are a law to themselves, even though they do not have the law. 15 They show that the work of the law is written on their hearts, while their conscience also bears witness, and their conflicting thoughts accuse or even excuse them
a. The people who sin without the law will be judged
• Before the law there was sin. The curse of sin is passed down generation after generation. Therefore, all have sinned and will be judged according to that curse of sin passed down to us. No one is without an excuse. Now what kind of punishment or how will God judge those who have not heard the gospel is the million-dollar question. But I do know that God has called all men to repent, and we are now without an excuse.
° 30 The times of ignorance God overlooked, but now he commands all people everywhere to repent, Acts 17:30
° 20 For his invisible attributes, namely, his eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly perceived, ever since the creation of the world, in the things that have been made. So, they are without excuse. Romans 1:20
b. The people who sin under the law will be judged
• The Jews were under the law. These were God’s chosen people. They were used by God to be an example to serve Him and worship Him. This is also a pictorial of how the New Testament church is also called to be an example to serve and worship Him. Yes, even Christian’s and Jews will be judged for their sins.
° 10 For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each one may receive what is due for what he has done in the body, whether good or evil. 2 Corinthians 5:10
c. The Gentiles has a three-fold witness against them:
[bookmark: _Hlk198414708]1. Their very sin nature – They have some instinct of right and wrong
• From a personal standpoint they know that what they are doing can be seen as having a moral standard. It is right and wrong. And when you avoid that conviction, you then start to hard your heart towards the righteousness of God. Abortion is a good example. You are a human being, you were in your mom’s belly for 9 months then, you became a child, teens, and then adulthood. Aborted babies have different fingerprints and DNA from their parents, and yet we say that the mother has a right to have their babies killed. They know that it is their child that they’re kill, and yet they have convinced themselves that it is not. They will be judged for this action against their child.
2. Their very own guilty conscience – They can bear witness to what is right and wrong
• There is no “what is right for you may not be right for me”. Moral absolutes are standards that God wants us to live by. If anyone tells you that there are no moral absolutes just ask them if they are absolutely sure that there are no moral absolutes. The ten commandments are a good place to start on moral absolutes, then graduate to the book of Proverbs.
° 3 The integrity of the upright guides them, but the crookedness of the treacherous destroys them. Proverbs 11:3
3. Their very own common sense – They will either accuses or defend their behavior
• You can’t tell me that when you sit outside at night and look at the billions of billions of galaxies that just think that this all happened just by chance. It is impossible to have all this just by chance come into existence. The very fact that you know that it is impossible and then you must deny your common sense shows just how much of a moral legalist you really are. Bill Nye, Bill Maher, and all atheist everywhere, just stop ignoring your common sense and face reality, “THERE IS A REAL GOD AND HE LOVES YOU VERY MUCH.”
° 21 My son, do not lose sight of these— keep sound wisdom and discretion, 22 and they will be life for your soul and adornment for your neck. Proverbs 3:21, 22
V. The judgement of God is going to be executed by: – 16 on that day when, according to my gospel, God judges the secrets of men by Christ Jesus. 
a. Our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ
• Jesus said that His Father will be the judge of no man, and now He is the scripture is saying that God will judge the secrets of men (sins) by Jesus Christ. So, this is a passage that is contradictory and can’t be trusted. But understand that while Jesus was in His human form, he was not going to condemn but save, and now after receiving back his full power to him and the Triune God will be a judge that will judge all men.
° 12 Again Jesus spoke to them, saying, “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will not walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.” 13 So the Pharisees said to him, “You are bearing witness about yourself; your testimony is not true.” 14 Jesus answered, “Even if I do bear witness about myself, my testimony is true, for I know where I came from and where I am going, but you do not know where I come from or where I am going. 15 You judge according to the flesh; I judge no one. 16 Yet even if I do judge, my judgment is true, for it is not I alone who judge, but I and the Father who sent me. John 8:12-16
° 22 The Father judges no one, but has given all judgment to the Son, 23 that all may honor the Son, just as they honor the Father. Whoever does not honor the Son does not honor the Father who sent him. 24 Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever hears my word and believes him who sent me has eternal life. He does not come into judgment, but has passed from death to life. John 5:22-24
b. The very words of the gospel of Jesus Christ
• Note that Paul uses the words “according to my gospel”. Paul was confident that his gospels were inspired by the Holy Spirit, confirmed by the blood of Jesus Christ, and sealed by the predestined plan of God as being used to hold all mankind into account for judgement according to Jesus Christ.

° 4 . . . “In love 5 he predestined us for adoption as sons through Jesus Christ, according to the purpose of his will, 6 to the praise of his glorious grace, with which he has blessed us in the Beloved. 7 In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of his grace, 8 which he lavished upon us, in all wisdom and insight 9 making known to us the mystery of his will, according to his purpose, which he set forth in Christ 10 as a plan for the fullness of time, to unite all things in him, things in heaven and things on earth. Ephesians 1:4-10
