

Dirt Road Lessons from Dad
Prov 13:1, 3, 4, 5, 7, 10, 13, 15, 18, 22, 24,
Intro: I heard a song by Will Hodge called “Strong”, and in it there is a line that talks about how his dad taught him some “dirty road lessons”. That got me thinking about how we, as dad’s, teach these “dirt road lessons” to our kids. They are lessons that God’s word has given to us and marked on our hearts to train our children to do. What are they? These things are not easy to come by. These things are not taught in schools, in your gangs, or in your local bar. Proverbs 13 is the best Father’s Day passages, that can give Christian dad’s life lessons to teach their kids.
I. Be careful what you say – 3 Whoever guards his mouth preserves his life; he who opens wide his lips comes to ruin. 
• Dirt Road lesson from Dad tells us not to let our mouth say more than it should. “Don’t say anything you can’t back up.” If your word is meaningless then your character is worthless.
II. Be a hard/honest worker – 4 The soul of the sluggard craves and gets nothing, while the soul of the diligent is richly supplied. 
• Dirt Road lessons from Dad teaches us not to be afraid of work. “Work for what you have, but don’t let work, work you”. Hard work builds steady lives.
III. Speak the truth even if it cost you a great deal – 5 The righteous hates falsehood, but the wicked brings shame and disgrace. 
• Dirt Road lessons from Dad teaches us that there is power in telling the truth, “There is no such thing as an honest lair”. The Truth is hard to hear, but a lie is harder to swallow.
IV. Money does not make you rich – 7 One pretends to be rich, yet has nothing; another pretends to be poor, yet has great wealth. 
• Dirt Road lessons from Dad tells us that money cannot buy your happiness. “I have seen a lot of rich people that are poor, and a lot of poor people that are rich”. It is God that makes us rich, it is man who makes us poor.
V. Don’t let an arrogant head ruin your life – 10 By insolence comes nothing but strife, but with those who take advice is wisdom. 
• Dirt Road lesson from Dad teaches us that we should not think more of ourselves than we are. “Arrogant people can’t forget their umbrella when it rains, not because they are afraid of getting wet but because they are afraid of drowning since of their nose is too high in the air”.  A big head usually centers around to a little mind.
VI. Trust in God’s word to lead your path – 13 Whoever despises the word brings destruction on himself, but he who reveres the commandment will be rewarded. 
• Dirt Road lesson from Dad teaches us that a Christian Dad will teach God’s word to His children. “God’s words are life giving”. My word is one thing God’s word is everything.
VII. Right discernment and action protects sound choices – 15 Good sense wins favor, but the way of the treacherous is their ruin. 
• Dirt Road lessons from Dad teaches us that using our mind the way God intended can help us, better than we can ever imagine. “Common horse sense is better than all the degrees in the world.” The one who can’t learn from their lesson, will not be able to teach someone that lesson.
VIII. Using lesson taught is a sign of maturity – 18 Poverty and disgrace come to him who ignores instruction, but whoever heeds reproof is honored. 
• Dirt Road lessons from dad can change your physical, spiritual, and emotional, life. Have you ever said this, “After all these years, and now I understand?” It is one thing to have my eyes opened but a totally another thing to have my mind opened.
IX. Invest well, save well, and you will provide well – 22 A good man leaves an inheritance to his children’s children, but the sinner’s wealth is laid up for the righteous. 
• Dirt Road lessons from dad teaches us that God has provided but we as men need to use God’s provision to take care of our families. “Give a man a fish you have kept the teachings of Christ, if you teach a man how to fish, you have pleased Christ”. Saving is life changing.
X. God is a firm believer in discipline – 24 Whoever spares the rod hates his son, but he who loves him is diligent to discipline him. 
• Dirt Road lessons from Dad is if I don’t bust them then God will, and His discipline will hurt them more than mine. “This really hurts me more than you.” Dad set my pants on fire, so God wouldn’t have too”.



